ORAL QUESTION H-0241/05

for Question Time at the part-session in April 2005
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Jean-Marie Cavada

to the Commission

Subject: Investigation into the death of the journalist José Couso

On 8 April 2003 two cameramen, Spaniard José¢ Couso working for the television station Telecinco
and Ukrainian Taras Protsyuk working for Reuters news agency, were killed in Baghdad when the
American army fired on the Palestine Hotel, where several hundred non-embedded journalists were
staying. On the same day, 8 April 2003, Jordanian journalist Tarek Ayoub from the Al-Jazira channel
was also killed during an American air raid. According to Reporters Without Borders, the report
provided by the American authorities on the circumstances surrounding these tragedies is inadequate.
It does not identify those responsible, and conceals the lack of communication between the soldiers
who fired on the Palestine Hotel and their superiors with regard to the fact that journalists were
present inside the building.

What steps might be taken by the European Union with a view to an independent inquiry being held

into the circumstances surrounding the death of José Couso, in order that the culprits are identified
and tried and the victim's family receives compensation?
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