ORAL QUESTION H-0875/05

for Question Time at the part-session in October 2005
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Inese Vaidere

to the Commission

Subject: EU external borders

As the Commission knows, Russia is refusing to sign border agreements regarding the EU’s external
border in two EU Member States: Latvia and Estonia.

It is clear that the signing of the border treaties between these countries and Russia is an imperative
for the EU since they are the EU's most easterly external borders. In order to avoid a situation where
different EU regions enjoy varying security levels, particularly cross-border security, this issue
requires the specific attention of the EU, and it should be included in the EU-Russia dialogue,
especially when EU-Russia negotiations on visa facilitation and re-admission are going on.

I and my colleagues in Parliament were surprised and disappointed to hear from Council and
Commission officials (e.g. Mrs Ferrero-Waldner and Mr Solana) that the issue of the Latvian-Russian
and Estonian-Russian border agreements are bilateral issues.

Does the Commission consider that this issue is bilateral and must be dealt with by the national
governments of Latvia and Estonia? What are the Commission's plans and suggestions regarding the
future action required for the conclusion of the Latvian-Russian and Estonian-Russian border
agreements?
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