ORAL QUESTION H-0934/05

for Question Time at the part-session in November 2005
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Marie-Hélene Aubert

to the Commission

Subject: Elections in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

At a time when the holding of free elections still poses many problems in Africa, the electoral process
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) should be closely monitored. Alarming news has
been reaching us about the credibility of the future ballots, including the lack of transparency of the
electoral body, mass fraud during registration on the electoral roll, intimidation aimed at deterring
participation at election centres, predominantly in the east of the country, and the exclusion of large
swathes of the population, including Congolese expatriates (including over 3 million in the European
Union). These irregularities will inevitably lead to democratic political forces refusing to take part in
the ballot and one can expect the results to be disputed.

The European Union has actively supported the holding of these elections and should keep a close eye
on what is happening in the DRC. Therefore, what information does the Commission have on the
organisation of the elections in the DRC? How does it plan to support the smooth running of those
elections? What action would it take in the event of mass fraud?
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