ORAL QUESTION H-0202/06

for Question Time at the part-session in March 2006
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Neena Gill

to the Commission

Subject: Scamming of developing country nationals

Can the Commission please inform Members what is being done to stop international con-merchants
from scamming citizens of non-Member States by using an e-mail or postal address in the EU to give
them legitimacy in the eyes of the inhabitants of developing countries?

As Chairman of the EP Delegation to SAARC and South Asian countries I have been contacted by
people living in that area of the world, most recently the Maldives, who have been conned into
transferring their personal savings into supposed EU country firm accounts in order, they are told, to
be able to receive lottery winnings. The people of developing countries are particularly vulnerable to
such dishonest practices and easily fall victim to cons that we in the West are more aware of and have
been working to try to stamp out at home.

Is the Commission sensitive to this problem and what steps are being taken to ensure that the
reputation of the EU is not damaged by such criminal activity?
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