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ORAL QUESTION H-0385/07
for Question Time at the part-session in June 2007
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure
by Tobias Pflüger
to the Council

Subject: Military budget for Athena financing mechanism

According to information from the German Federal Government in the summer of 2006, the EU is 
acquiring certain communications facilities from NATO (with costs shared between the two 
organisations) for the purpose of implementing operation Althea, is negotiating the acquisition of the 
cartographic material for Bosnia and Herzegovina originally produced for NATO or is renting a 
precisely defined infrastructure (container) at the shared headquarters Camp Butmir, albeit already in 
the form of a regular contractual agreement that goes beyond Berlin Plus.

Does the Council consider that adequate democratic budgetary control is guaranteed for the Athena 
military budget after the most recent Council decision on the Athena financing mechanism and why 
has it not so far been possible to identify the payments to NATO initiated from the Athena budget, to 
publish details of the precise utilisation of appropriations from the Athena budget and to inform the 
European Parliament accordingly?
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