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ORAL QUESTION H-0704/07
for Question Time at the part-session in October 2007
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure
by Zita Pleštinská
to the Commission

Subject: Protecting the European market against imports of hazardous textiles containing 
azocolourants

The EU market is being penetrated to an ever-increasing extent by imported textile products dyed with 
azocolourants which pose a health risk and which do not meet the criteria laid down in Directive 
2002/61/EC1 on azocolourants. It is paradoxical that strict conditions apply (for example) to work 
gloves made from leather and textiles but not to products which are in contact with a considerably 
greater area of the skin and for greater lengths of time, such as nightwear and bed linen. At present 
the period of time between the acquisition of textile samples and the publication of a warning in the 
Rapex system can exceed three-and-a-half months, which is long enough for a hazardous product to 
sell out completely on the market.

How can the period of time between the acquisition of samples and the publication of a warning in the 
Rapex system be cut to a minimum?

Would the Commission support the development of a portable device enabling products which 
probably contain banned azocolourants to be easily and quickly identified in advance?

Should a high percentage of the textile products appearing on the EU market be found to contain 
banned azocolourants, will the Commission apply restrictions in order to reduce imports?
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