ORAL QUESTION H-0738/07

for Question Time at the part-session in October 2007
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Milan Gala

to the Commission

Subject: Tropical virus chikungunya in Europe

The Italian authorities, using the European early warning system, have informed the other EU
Member States of a tropical fever epidemic caused by the chikungunya virus in the province of
Emilia-Romagna. The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control warns that climatic
conditions are favourable for the continued presence of this vector over the next few months,
particularly in Mediterranean countries, and that there is a high risk of the virus spreading to other
European countries where the climatic conditions are favourable for its survival. At a time of marked
change in climatic conditions and high levels of mobility, is the Commission preparing a scenario on
how to deal with a possible tropical fever epidemic on a larger scale?
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