ORAL QUESTION H-0867/07

for Question Time at the part-session in November 2007
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Barbara Kudrycka

to the Commission

Subject: Hague Conference on International Private Law; Civil Law Conventions

The European Community has recently joined the Hague Conference on International Private Law.
The Member States need Community authorisation to accede to a range of international civil-law
arrangements. The European Commission has submitted a number of proposals to the Council for
signature or ratification. In the case of some conventions, the decisions have been pending for
several years. Some conventions are operational exclusively between those Member States that
managed to ratify them prior to their accession to the Union.

Does the Commission consider it a good policy to refuse European citizens the benefits of modern
conventions, frequently negotiated at the request of, and with active participation by, the Member
States, as well as Commission, to distance Europe from global instruments of cooperation, and to
delay such moves ad infinitum? Does the Commission consider Community accession to the Hague
Conference compatible with the virtual standstill on accession to instruments developed by its
members? Does the Commission believe that the EU can be viewed as a reliable partner by others in
international negotiations if it is unable, for several years, to make up its mind and decide on a course
of action? Is the Commission planning to take any steps to resolve this problem?
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