ORAL QUESTION H-0315/08

for Question Time at the part-session in May 2008
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure
by Michl Ebner

to the Commission

Subject: Conclusion of the accession negotiations with Croatia

Since the opening of accession negotiations with Croatia the country has already made substantial
progress, leading to the opening of many negotiation chapters, and is well on the way to meeting the
benchmarks for opening and closing further chapters. Above all, there have been positive
developments in connection with the alignment of Croatian law with EU standards, protection for
minorities and efforts to bring about judicial reform. In addition, through its recent decision not to
introduce the Ecological and Fishing Protection Zone Croatia has cleared the way for faster progress
in the accession negotiations. These welcome developments are acknowledged in Parliament's
report on Croatia's 2007 progress report, paragraphs 31 and 32 of which call for enhanced support for
Croatia from the EU, and in particular from the Commission.

How will the Commission step up the support it provides? Provided that Croatia meets the relevant

criteria, will the Commission put forward, in autumn 2008, a provisional timetable for the conclusion of
the accession negotiations in 20097
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