ORAL QUESTION H-0341/08

for Question Time at the part-session in June 2008
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Alain Hutchinson

to the Commission

Subject: Environment and climate refugees

It has now been established that the major victims of climate change will be the planet's poorest and
most vulnerable populations, starting with the Africans who will be the hardest hit. According to the
UN, 50 million of the victims of climate change could become climate refugees and they currently do
not benefit from any form of specific legal protection.

To what extent are the EU's current development policies being used to reduce the number of
environmental refugees?

Does the Commission share the conviction that it absolutely essential to obtain legal recognition of
the status of these refugees, so that they can benefit from the same rights as those defined under the
Geneva Convention and, if so, how does it intend to ensure that this recognition becomes reality at
European and international level?
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