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ORAL QUESTION H-0043/09
for Question Time at the part-session in March I 2009
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure
by Armando França
to the Commission

Subject: Illegal betting

Sport today is also a business with a turnover running into millions of euros. The sports betting market 
has been expanding at an ever increasing rate, and, as a result of the Internet, betting has been 
making its presence felt more strongly, for instance in football. It is therefore vital to protect football 
clubs and everyone involved in the sport, since their products are continuing to be exploited without 
their permission and they are thus being stripped of a legitimate source of income, jeopardising the 
football industry and its economic viability. The betting market remains unregulated and has yet to 
lead to tax consequences. Under-age gambling is becoming more rife; consumers are being denied 
their privacy; there is still no effective data protection; and inside betting is continuing to spread. What 
plans does the Commission have to regulate this market and when will it act?
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