ORAL QUESTION H-0123/09

for Question Time at the part-session in March | 2009
pursuant to Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure

by Katerina Batzeli

to the Commission

Subject: The USA Farm Bill

The economic recession is affecting producers and economic sectors at European and international
level, making it necessary to develop new policies to tackle the problems in these areas. Recently the
US Government tabled a new agriculture policy bill (the farm bill), which provides for stronger support
measures for farm incomes, coverage of risks and new insurance systems which, together with
coordinated and integrated actions (New ACRE and CCP) will make up for farmers’ loss of income
from any disruption of the markets.

Does the Commission intend, when seeking new support measures for agricultural incomes, to
promote similar measures for European producers so that European farmers are not inadequately
supported in relation to their counterparts in the USA?

Does the Commission think that the existing CAP mechanisms and WTO agreements currently
ensure that agricultural products have permanent access to the international market?

Will the Commission reflect on the fact that American agriculture, despite its different economic and
social characteristics, is supported by a larger budget than is European agriculture?
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