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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Temporary 
Committee on Policy Challenges and Budgetary Means of the enlarged Union 2007-2013, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas the mandate of the Temporary Committee on Policy Challenges and Budgetary 
Means of the enlarged Union 2007-2013 requires that the political priorities for the future 
Financial Perspective be reflected in both legislative and budgetary terms,

B. whereas the Internal Market, the cornerstone and foundation of today's Union, which has 
created 2.5 million new jobs since 1993 and generated economic growth of more than 
800 billion euro in the same period, should be further strengthened to ensure that the 
accession of the new Member States is as successful as possible and provides the fullest 
economic benefits to the Union as a whole,

C. whereas Consumer Protection policy has undergone a significant transformation, 
reflecting a shift in the needs and expectations of citizens, and is a necessary adjunct to 
the functioning and deepening of the Internal Market, stimulating consumer confidence in 
cross-border transactions,

D. whereas the Customs Union is essential to the operation of the Internal Market and 
requires a strategic approach, taking account of major changes and threats, such as the 
increase in organised crime, smuggling and fraudulent activities,

E. whereas better co-operation between Member States adminstrative authorities has been 
identified as a key factor in the smoother functioning of the Internal Market and vital for 
more effective implementation of European legislation, leading to enhanced business and 
consumer confidence,

1. Welcomes the inclusion of Internal Market policies under Heading 1 of the proposed 
financial framework;

2. Considers that, in view of the strong link between the smooth functioning of the Internal 
Market on the one hand and coherent and efficient consumer policies on the other, it 
would be logical to include Consumer Protection policy under the same heading;

3. Considers that, to achieve the political ambition of the financial framework, the financial 
means committed, and the human resources allocated, need to be appropriate and 
commensurate with the objectives sought;

4. Accordingly, calls on the European Commission to make fuller use of re-deployment as a 
means of  allocating staff to priority areas, taking into account the fact that certain 
departments working in the field of consumer protection are understaffed and lack 
resources;

5. Considers that enhancing co-operation between Member States administrative authorities 
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and building up appropriate structures to facilitate such co-operation, in particular for the 
new Member States, is a key priority for the next period and should be reflected in 
budgetary terms;

6. Believes that best practice examples, such as the SOLVIT system, need to be fostered and 
that similar mechanisms should be identified for other sectors and policy areas;

7. Calls on the Commission, in the context of its Work Programme for the next period, to 
come forth with an early proposal regarding the most appropriate mechanism to provide a 
knowledge base on which to inform decisions on consumer policies;

8. Considers appropriate and adequate the indicative financial allocation designed to ensure a 
speedy implementation of the customs 2007 programme to promote efficient border 
management in an enlarged Union.
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JUSTIFICATION

Under the proposed structure of the financial framework for the period 2007-2013 a common 
new heading called "Health and Consumer Protection, Culture and Citizenship" is foreseen. 
The goal of policies under this heading is ensuring access to basic goods and services by 
health and consumer programmes, which match citizens' expectations. The proposal envisages 
a total rise of 110 percent until 2013.

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total amounts in M €
901 1004 1165 1304 1445 1595 1745 1895 10153 total per year

20 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40
indicative for
consumer 
policies

11% 16% 12% 11% 10% 9% 9% 110% increase %
103 161 139 141 150 150 150 994 annual amount

Given the rather small budget proportion for consumer policies whose indicative amount 
remains stable over the given period while the overall policy line doubles over the same 
period an increase of the original amount from 40 to 80 million euro has been proposed.

Based on the annual amount of the rather successful IDA programme a reasonable increase of 
the budget position is proposed.

The expenditure for a European body enhancing administrative co-operation are based on a 
light structure such as the European Anti-Drug Observatory since the mechanism as such is 
more important than the actual structure and thereby implied financial means.

As concepts realised for facilitating the Internal Market have proven to call for rather limited 
financial support no further increase seems to be necessary.

Recognising the enormous efforts by all Member States in preparation of the recent 
enlargement and in view of the proposed continuation of the Customs 2002 programme by the 
2007 Customs programme the amount foreseen under heading 1a in this policy area is deemed 
responsive to the needs.
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