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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 
Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions on the mid-term review of industrial policy (COM(2007)0374), and stresses that 
a prosperous industrial sector is essential for the achievement of the Lisbon goals;

2. Recognises that the sector faces a challenging future due to globalisation, technological 
development and the environment;

3. Believes that an open and competitive internal market in services and industry contributes 
to the sector's potential for innovation and increases its competitiveness; takes the view 
that competition policy is crucial in ensuring that consumers benefit from an open 
European market;

4. Regrets the weakness of the link between EU and national industrial policy and calls on 
the Commission and the Member States to work to strengthen this link;

5. Underlines the importance of an efficient public procurement regime for the 
competitiveness of European industry; believes that pre-commercial public procurement 
is an important tool for boosting the innovativeness of European undertakings; 
encourages Member States to review their public procurement policies in this light and 
asks the Commission to promote the sharing of best practice in this area;

6. Welcomes the Commission's lead market initiative and supports its objective of fostering 
favourable conditions for the emergence of markets in innovative products and services 
in specific areas of high value to society; urges the Commission to demonstrate its 
commitment to better regulation in this regard and cautions against favouring specific 
technological solutions over others; 

7. Welcomes the Commission’s proposals on consolidating the European market in defence 
equipment and improving the global competitiveness of the EU defence industry;

8. Recalls the importance of the initiative to establish the Small Business Act at European 
level, in particular as an opportunity to reduce through exemptions the burden of 
regulation faced by SMEs; calls on the Commission to take systematic account of SMEs 
in connection with all its initiatives in the industrial sector, given their decisive role in 
terms of development and employment;

9. Emphasises the importance of preserving the strength of European industry by means of 
the framework of competition policy and open markets, and would like to see the 
adjustment of the European regulatory framework and the international rules and 
standards which apply to trade to be taken into account so that conditions of fair 
competition can be promoted at international level;
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10. Welcomes the partnership groupings established by the Commission, such as CARS 21 
and the High Level Group on Textiles; believes that these groupings are important fora 
for strengthening EU industrial policy;

11. Recalls that an ambitious policy regarding intellectual property rights is a key element in 
the competitiveness of industrial undertakings and particularly SMEs, and that therefore 
the reaching of an agreement on the Community patent and an EU-wide patent litigation 
system is crucial, as is increasing the efforts of customs services in fighting 
counterfeiting;

12. Supports the Commission's on-going programme to simplify and improve the regulatory 
environment and reduce administrative burdens;

13. Recalls the importance of modern standardisation systems, and encourages the 
Commission to speed up the implementation of new approach standards, while respecting 
the needs of SMEs and strengthening the participation of SME representatives;

14. Encourages the Commission to put forward a proposal for a directive on establishing a 
common consolidated company tax base between those Member States which would 
welcome such an initiative;

15. Is gravely concerned about the long-term future of the pharmaceutical sector, and 
particularly the weakness of European research and development and the lack of an 
effectively functioning single market in this sector; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to address this issue urgently;

16. Calls for a sustainable industrial policy to be worked out, particularly as regards 
stimulating ecological innovation, which takes account of climate change affecting the 
planet; encourages undertakings to seize the opportunities offered by markets in new 
technologies, and to concentrate their efforts on reducing carbon emissions and local 
pollution on the one hand, and on improving energy efficiency, accompanied by 
measures to promote renewable sources of energy and ensure the safe and sustainable use 
of natural resources, on the other;

17. Stresses the urgency of establishing an EU-wide market for venture capital by removing 
existing regulatory and tax obstacles to venture capital investments in Europe's most 
innovative small firms;

18. Encourages the Commission to intensify its market monitoring of the supply chain of 
industrial and consumer goods, including downstream distributors and retailers, so as to 
ensure that competitive conditions exist at all stages of the supply chain;

19. Welcomes the significant contribution of cohesion policy to ensuring competition in the 
industrial sector, and encourages Member States to further focus their investments within 
the European Found for Reconstruction and Development and the European Social Fund 
in fields which promote the growth of human capital, research, innovation, 
entrepreneurship and assistance for small and medium-sized enterprises;

20. Supports the Commission in its move to subject all new legislative proposals to an 
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intensive and rigorous impact assessment, examining in particular whether the proposal 
has unfavourable implications for the functioning of the internal market or the 
competitiveness of European industry; calls on the Commission, particularly with regard 
to legislative proposals relating to the protection of consumers, the climate and the 
environment, to take account of competitiveness as a core objective of the Lisbon 
Strategy.
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