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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that cases of undeclared work are increasing in the context of the free movement of 
workers in the internal market; considers that this is harmful to workers, public finances 
and the smooth operation of the internal market, as well as to healthy competition;·

2. Urgently calls on the Member States to put an end as soon as possible to the transitional 
arrangements limiting the mobility of workers from the new Member States, as these 
restrictions encourage undeclared work;

3. Considers that, in the case of workers benefiting from freedom of movement, undeclared 
work may be due to a lack of familiarity with the relevant provisions; calls therefore on 
the Member States to mount public information campaigns to raise awareness of this 
matter among workers and employers;

4. Calls on the Member States to take measures to alleviate the particular vulnerability of 
the immigrant population in undeclared employment;

5. Calls on the Commission to review Directive 96/71/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 16 December 1996 concerning the posting of workers in the framework 
of the provision of services1, and in particular to reinforce administrative cooperation and 
exchanges of information between the competent national authorities (workplace 
inspectors, tax administrations, social security bodies) so as to prevent undeclared work 
and remedy the situation;

6. Asks the Commission to consider whether the systems put in place by Directive 
2006/123/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 on 
services in the internal market2, including points of single contact, could be useful and 
operational for the purposes of the fight against undeclared work;

7. Stresses that the number of cases of undeclared work in subcontracting chains might be 
reduced by a system of national provisions requiring contractors and developers to act 
responsibly and fairly;

8. Calls on the Member States to work together to reduce the amount of undeclared work 
and to implement policies suited to their specific requirements; 

9. Encourages Member States to make use of the policy tools they have at their disposal 
combining preventive action and sanctions aiming at transforming undeclared work into 
regular employment, and where possible to coordinate the use of those tools in order to 
achieve greater coherence throughout the internal market;

1 OJ L 18, 21.1.1997, p.1
2 OJ L 376, 27.12.2006, p. 36.
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10. Recommends that agreement be reached at national, regional and local level involving 
social institutions and employers' organisations seeking a commitment to monitoring and 
progressively eliminating undeclared employment.
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