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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the remarks made in the Court of Auditors' report, which provides a fair 
assessment of internal market policy, customs policy and consumer protection policy;

2. Calls on Member States to further improve their internal control systems to prevent the 
placing of unauthorised goods on the Community market; calls furthermore on the 
Commission to follow up on any shortcomings detected in the area of consumer protection 
in 2007;

3. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' observation that the control systems in customs and 
accounts are functioning well; underlines that even if customs controls are principally the 
responsibility of the Member States, only reliable economic operators should be managing 
the customs sector so as to avoid the risk of the importing of goods into the internal 
market without payment of duties or customs valuation;

4. Appreciates the efforts made to reach an execution rate of 86% for budget line 12 02 01 
(implementation and development of the internal market); notes that, according to the 
Commission, the reason for unused payments is that some study contracts were signed late 
in the year and that there were no payments, as planned, in 2007;

5. Points out that an execution rate of 55% for budget line 14 04 02 (customs 2007) is not 
sufficient and therefore requires better budget planning; notes that, according to the 
Commission, the major part of this budget line relates to long-term IT contracts with 
products and services delivered 'on demand', which makes the estimation and planning of 
precise financial needs difficult; acknowledges, however, the positive results for the 2008 
budget, with an execution rate higher than 97% for payment appropriations;

6. Notes that the execution rate of 77% for budget line 17 02 02 (consumer protection 
programme) is lower than in previous years; notes further that, according to the 
Commission, the reasons for this are the transfer of non-dissociated credits from the 
Executive Agency for Health and Consumers back to the consumer protection 
programme, and some late commitments made during the year 2007, with the result that 
payments planned for 2007 were not made; calls therefore on the Commission to improve 
budget planning in this area.
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