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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 

Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the Commission’s communication on the reform of EU state aid rules on 

services of general economic interest (SGEIs); recalls that, under the terms of Article 

106(2) of the TFEU, services of general economic interest are subject to Treaty rules on 

state aid only in so far as the application of such rules does not obstruct the performance, 

in law or in fact, of the particular tasks assigned to them; stresses the place occupied by 

the SGEIs in the shared values of the Union as well as their role in promoting social and 

territorial cohesion within the Union; 

2. Stresses that the specific nature of SGEIs is recognised in Article 14 of the Lisbon Treaty 

and Protocol 26 annexed to the Treaty, and recognises the special role of regional and 

local authorities in this connection; 

3. Takes the view that SGEIs' operating criteria should take account of market efficiency, 

continuity of supply and universal access, without losing sight of the effective 

safeguarding of social rights and consumer protection, democratic control and 

accountability; 

4. Welcomes the Commission’s move to provide further clarifications and criteria on the 

distinction between non-economic and economic activities, in order to avoid cases being 

brought before the European Court of Justice and infringement proceedings opened by the 

Commission; suggests that, in so doing, it should not confine itself to reiterating the case 

law of the European Court of Justice but should provide determining criteria to help in 

distinguishing between these two types of activity; considers furthermore, that to combat 

this legal uncertainty, local and regional authorities ought to be provided with better 

information and more training to enhance their understanding of the rules on State aid; 

5. Takes the view that the Commission’s current responsibilities, taking decisions on a case-

by-case basis, should be underpinned by clear criteria and objectives that can be accepted 

by the Member States, are limited to the internal market and reduce the scope for 

litigation; 

6. Highlights the specific nature of SGEIs at regional and local level, which does not affect 

competition in the internal market and where a simplified and transparent procedure 

should be possible that encourages innovation and the participation of small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs); 

7. Considers with this in mind that higher de minimis thresholds for SGEIs are, in specific 

cases, an appropriate way to deal with these services in a simplified procedure and thus 

significantly reduce the considerable administrative burden on service providers without 

any negative effects on the internal market; 

8. Recalls that the State aid rules should comply strictly with the subsidiarity principle and 
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should guarantee freedom of choice for local and regional authorities as regards their 

methods of organising, funding and performing public service tasks; 

9. Calls on the Commission to simplify the rules for mandating; asks that a call for proposals 

accompanied by a target-based contract be deemed to constitute a mandate; 

10. Insists that any reform of EU State aid rules applicable to SGEIs should make it a priority 

to ensure that the SGEIs are of high quality, affordable and accessible to all, which 

implies guaranteeing appropriate levels of compensation for the undertakings responsible 

for supplying these SGEIs. 
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