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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 

Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its report: 

1. Welcomes the proposed Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 (MFF) and the 

correlation with the Europe 2020 Strategy objectives; stresses however that it still falls 

short of what the Parliament requested in its resolution of 8 June 20111; points out that 

even with an increase in the level of resources for the next MFF of 5% compared to the 

2013 level, only a limited contribution can be made to the achievement of the Union’s 

agreed objectives and commitments and the principle of solidarity; 

2. Points out that the MFF should provide the necessary financial means to implement the 

initiatives of the Single Market Act in order to make better use of the potential of the 

internal market in ensuring the future competitiveness and inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth of the EU; 

3. Emphasizes that SMEs are the backbone of the European economy and that the MFF 

should provide strong support for an EU policy aiming at improving SMEs access to 

finance, enhancing their competitiveness and promoting entrepreneurship; strongly 

supports the proposed Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs, but 

considers that the dedicated financial envelope should be further increased to 0.5% of the 

MFF; 

4. Stresses the importance of the consumer policy for ensuring a high level of consumer 

protection in the EU and for empowering consumers in general; considers the proposed 

allocation for the Consumer Programme 2014-2020 insufficient for achieving these goals 

and calls for a 5% increase in its financial envelope;  

5. Reiterates the need to ensure adequate funding for completion of the ínternal market, 

which serves some 500 million citizens, representing a credible solution for overcoming 

the economic and financial crisis which the EU is experiencing; 

6. Warmly welcomes the proposed Connecting Europe Facility for financing major 

infrastructure projects to support the creation of the single energy market and of the digital 

single market while enhancing free movement of goods, services and people and ensuring 

stepped-up protection for consumers, who will thus be able to have access to a market 

which is more transparent and more competitive in terms of supply and prices; stresses 

that the financing needs in this area are tremendous and that it will be impossible for the 

proposed allocation to cover them; argues therefore that greater emphasis should be put on 

innovative financing mechanisms such as the EU project bonds. 

7. Recalls research and innovation are indispensible for a strong and competitive single 

market; calls on the Council to consider this policy area as a  priority in the next 

multiannual financial framework and to increase the financial allocation for the Horizon 

2020 Programme up to 100 billion euros; 



 

PE488.019v02-00 4/4 AD\908861EN.doc 

EN 

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE 

Date adopted 10.7.2012    

Result of final vote +: 

–: 

0: 

30 

1 

1 

Members present for the final vote Pablo Arias Echeverría, Adam Bielan, Cristian Silviu Buşoi, Sergio 

Gaetano Cofferati, Birgit Collin-Langen, Lara Comi, Anna Maria 

Corazza Bildt, António Fernando Correia de Campos, Cornelis de Jong, 

Vicente Miguel Garcés Ramón, Evelyne Gebhardt, Louis Grech, 

Philippe Juvin, Sandra Kalniete, Edvard Kožušník, Toine Manders, 

Hans-Peter Mayer, Phil Prendergast, Mitro Repo, Robert Rochefort, 

Heide Rühle, Christel Schaldemose, Andreas Schwab, Catherine 

Stihler, Emilie Turunen, Barbara Weiler 

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Raffaele Baldassarre, Jürgen Creutzmann, María Irigoyen Pérez, Emma 

McClarkin, Sabine Verheyen, Anja Weisgerber 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                         
1 P7_TA(2011)0266. 


