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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 

Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the Commission communication and underlines the need for concrete policy 

proposals; believes that it is crucial to agree on the direction of the Union’s long-term 

policy, once the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy have been met, in the interest of 

predictability for industry and consumers; 

2. Stresses that it is crucially important that the Member States and the Commission ensure 

timely, correct and full implementation of existing legislation, including the regulatory 

work called for by the Third Internal Energy Market Package and fair competition rules 

for all energy sector undertakings operating on the territory of the Union, in order to 

achieve an integrated and competitive European internal energy market by 2014; calls on 

the Commission and the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) to 

monitor national implementation measures more strictly and to develop new business 

models; 

3. Stresses the importance of the internal energy market, and underlines that major efforts 

still need to be made to diminish the dependence on energy from third countries and to 

ensure a more self-sufficient and self-producing EU in 2050; asks the Member States to 

implement the Trans-European Energy Network guidelines and ensure energy 

interconnectivity and interoperability at the EU-level; 

4. Believes that an open, transparent, integrated, harmonised and competitive internal energy 

market is needed in order to achieve competitive energy prices, security of supply, 

sustainability, and efficient large-scale deployment of renewable energy and of energy 

from unconventional sources, and that the completion of such a market still remains an 

important challenge for all Member States; welcomes the liberalisation of the internal 

energy market as a necessary step to cut the cost of electricity and gas for consumers 

while ensuring that the energy markets become more transparent and better monitored, 

thereby making for competitive and, from the consumer’s point of view, fair prices; 

considers it essential to that end to ensure that national regulatory authorities function 

effectively and are coordinated at the European level; 

5. Believes that the transition to a low-carbon and energy-efficient economy is an 

opportunity not only for sustainability but also for the security of supply and 

competitiveness in Europe, and that reducing greenhouse gas emissions can be a 

competitive advantage in the growing global market for energy-related goods and 

services; underlines that this is an opportunity for the European SMEs operating on the 

renewable energy market, giving an excellent impulse to the development of 

entrepreneurship and innovation and possibly providing a prime source of job creation; 

6. Stresses that energy efficiency is a highly cost-effective way for Europe to achieve its 

energy, climate change and economic goals; recalls the enormous potential of energy 

efficiency in limiting our dependence on imported energy and re-launching the economy; 
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recognises that shifting to a more energy-efficient economy would accelerate the spread of 

innovative technological solutions and improve the competitiveness of industry in the 

Union, boosting economic growth and creating high quality jobs in several sectors related 

to energy efficiency; 

7. Points to the need to support decentralised, small-scale producers of renewable energy, 

including regional and local authorities, so as to help them integrate into the grid, and 

considers that regional and local authorities should continue to enjoy simplified access to 

European Investment Bank (EIB) financing for sustainable energy;  

8. Points out that the current system of promoting renewables is economically inefficient 

owing to the many different programmes across the Member States; calls for a clear 

policy framework at the Union level in order strategically to foster economically efficient 

investments in low-carbon energy at the local, regional, national and Union level; 

9. Maintains that the choice of energy mix, while a matter for the individual Member States, 

should allow for the common objectives and, where appropriate, be the subject of a 

coordinated European approach, as the targets proposed might otherwise not be reached, 

especially with regard to efforts to combine renewable energy sources; points out that 

approximate investment needs, in terms of energy infrastructure, will be impossible to 

predict without estimating the likely make-up of the energy mix in 2030; 

10. Emphasises the role of energy in stimulating growth and competitiveness in the EU; calls 

on the Commission to come up with a post-2020 strategy and to present a 2030 policy 

framework for a European energy policy with a single green house gas reduction target 

that is compatible with the EU 2050 decarbonisation objectives and is backed by an 

impact assessment; encourages the Member States to step up their ongoing efforts to reach 

the current 2020 targets in the area of EU energy policy; 

11. Considers it vital to focus the attention of the Union and the Member States on 

investments in infrastructure to enhance energy security and the modernisation of the 

energy supply, bearing in mind that the most effective way to encourage such investments 

in the long term is to combine them with specific regulatory and fiscal measures and the 

necessary national public policies; 

12. Points out that the impact of carbon capture, transport and storage (CCS) is still unclear; 

takes note of the International Energy Agency (IEA) report ‘World Energy Outlook 2012’, 

which highlights the role of CCS in some policy scenarios; recognises that there are 

concerns among the public with regard to this technology, and calls on the Commission to 

draw up a mid-term report evaluating the results obtained from the use of EU-subsidised 

demonstration projects for coal-fired power stations; 

13. Emphasises the role of smart grids to allow two-way communication between electricity 

producers and customers, and points out that smart grids can allow consumers to observe 

and adapt their electricity use; points out that strong personal data protection and 

consumer education programmes, such as information campaigns in schools and 

universities, are essential, in particular if smart meters are to have a real impact; stresses 

that the Member States should make the relevant information available on websites for 

consumers and that all relevant actors, such as builders, architects and suppliers of heat, 
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cooling and electricity equipment, should obtain up-to-date information and compare 

prices and services and, on that basis, choose the energy provider most suitable for their 

purposes; 

14. Believes that the role of information and communication technologies (ICT) needs to be 

promoted, and that there must be a firm European commitment to innovation and research, 

given that the development of innovative technologies will help to enhance safety and 

attract investment; 

15. Draws attention to the Energy Policy for Europe, which recognises the contribution of 

nuclear power in the areas of competitiveness, cost efficiency, CO2 emission reduction 

and security of supply; points out that nuclear energy technologies have a potential to 

meet energy and climate objectives in both the short and longer term, as long as the safety 

requirements applicable to their operation are fully met, taking into account the entire life 

cycle of projects; 

16. Acknowledges that instruments such as energy taxes, carbon taxes and emission trading 

schemes are key drivers to reach the emission reduction targets in a cost-efficient way, but 

considers that they will burden the consumers with higher energy prices in the end; 

17. Stresses the importance of reducing the total consumption of energy, and of increasing 

energy efficiency, in the transport sector, including through transport planning and support 

for public transport at Member State level; stresses as well that renewable energy projects 

under the Trans-European Network programme for transport and for energy (TEN-T and 

TEN-E) should be accelerated; 

18. Emphasises the role of national targets for energy from biofuels and for other renewable 

fuels for transport, as they are key to achieve the objectives set out in the Commission’s 

communication; points out that these targets provide certainty for investors and encourage 

the development of renewable resources; stresses, however, the importance of 

encouraging the use of second-generation biofuels produced from wastes, residues and 

other non-food cellulosic materials; 

19. Believes that the Member States should encourage local and regional authorities to set up 

renewable energy action plans and take measures to raise public awareness of the benefits 

of energy from renewable sources; 

20. Considers that it should be made clear what can be done through energy policy and social 

policy respectively; points out that all the scenarios put forward by the Commissions 

suggest that the costs of energy and transportation will rise and will account for an 

increasing part of the expenses made by consumers and SMEs; believes that the Member 

States should develop measures to ensure affordable, accessible and available energy for 

all citizens, especially those most vulnerable in society; 

21. Considers energy education to be both the key to changing behaviour and a cornerstone of 

a new model for sustainable development; urges the Commission to allocate the resources 

needed for energy education within the next multi-annual financial framework; 

22. Maintains that the Commission, together with the Member States, regional and local 
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authorities, and civil society representatives, should periodically carry out ‘energy 

education’ campaigns in European, national, regional, and local media, interactive 

campaigns included, in order to make clear and comprehensible information accessible to 

all citizens, businesses and industry associations; recognises as well the need for 

information campaigns to be aimed at schools and universities so as to involve younger 

generations in the cultural shift; 

23. Acknowledges the Union’s commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80-95 % 

below 1990 levels by 2050; underlines the need for urgent action at local, regional, 

national, international and global levels to adequately address the task of limiting global 

average surface temperature increases to less than 2 degrees centigrade in order to prevent 

further dangerous climate change; 

24. Believes that the financial crisis should be used as an opportunity to transform our 

development model of society towards a highly energy-efficient, fully renewable-based 

and climate-resilient economy; underlines the need for the Commission to come forward 

with proposals for a 2030 energy and climate package based on the current three pillars. 

i.e., reducing greenhouse gases, promoting renewable energies and increasing energy 

efficiency; 

25. Emphasises that greater attention must be paid to energy use if the transformation of the 

energy system is to become a reality; stresses the need to give higher priority to demand-

side management in order to ensure the deployment, at the end-users side, of technologies 

and systems that achieve the transition of the energy system at an affordable and 

sustainable cost to society; 

26. Calls on the Commission to draw up a comprehensive set of short-, medium- and long-

term energy policy priorities to be pursued by the EU in its relations with its neighbours, 

with a view to establish a common legal area based on the acquis-related principles and 

norms of the internal energy market. 
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