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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Regards a transparent and competitive single market as a key factor for growth and for an 
effective recovery, and takes the view, therefore, that, by ensuring a level playing field, 
competition policy has a vital role to play in safeguarding the rights and benefits of 
consumers, citizens, businesses – particularly SMEs – and workers in the broader context 
of a social market economy; notes that the behaviour and needs of EU consumers and 
businesses are constantly changing in the environment defined by the digital economic 
model;

2. Considers that EU competition law and authorities should ensure a level playing field, free 
choice and a diversity of high-quality products and services at competitive prices, and 
should also ensure that businesses have an incentive to invest and innovate, giving them a 
fair chance to promote the selling points of their products; as regards the food sector, calls 
on the EU and national competition authorities to continue their work on the impact of 
private labels on consumer choice and innovation;

3. Considers that competition policy should be capable of creating an environment which 
promotes the spirit of entrepreneurship and the development of SMEs, which are drivers 
of growth and employment; regards it as essential to ensure that anti-competitive 
behaviour does not disproportionally hamper smaller businesses and start-ups in their 
efforts to expand and innovate; reiterates that efforts to preserve fair competition will 
enhance choice for consumers and develop an environment in which SMEs and 
microenterprises can display greater innovation and creativity;

4. Emphasises that EU rules on State aid must be geared to achieving the objectives of 
fairness and social cohesion and the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy; regards it as 
important, therefore, that State aid should be used to invest in the real economy and foster 
the concentration of resources in key sectors, such as research and innovation, 
digitalisation, infrastructure development, in particular of cross-border projects, and 
measures to achieve climate and energy policy objectives with a long-term perspective;

5. Takes the view that effective enforcement and an update of competition policy are needed 
in order to meet the challenges posed by the digital single market, a sector which is 
changing rapidly and requires strong market knowledge and fast reactions; stresses, 
therefore, the importance of an effective and faster application of EU competition law, of 
overcoming the current fragmentation and of identifying and doing away with barriers to 
access to the market, while increasing the confidence of consumers and businesses in the 
digital environment and facilitating its innovation and dynamism; recalls that a genuine 
digital single market would generate growth in new sectors and create high-quality jobs;

6. Stresses that effective EU competition policy has to be in place in order to guarantee a 
high level of consumer protection and to enable consumers to benefit from the digital 
single market; notes that consumers are at the heart of the digital single market, with 
consumer spending accounting for approximately 56 % of EU GDP;
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7. Calls on the Commission to examine the possibility for independent retailers, who are 
allowed under competition law to work together through their brick-and-mortar shops, to 
also provide joint e-commerce offerings;

8. Stresses that interoperability contributes to fair competition and should be encouraged and 
developed;

9. Considers that abusive dominant positions created by ‘first-mover’ advantage and network 
effects in the digital sector are a key issue and should be subject to greater monitoring;

10. Regards it as essential to guarantee fair terms of competition on the digital market and to 
combat the abuse of dominant positions and tax optimisation, aims which ultimately 
benefit consumers; considers it important, in particular, to make the online search, e-
commerce and advertising markets more open and transparent and to improve the 
competitiveness thereof, and regards it as vital to guarantee the principle of net neutrality, 
namely fair, open and non-discriminatory internet access, prohibiting any discrimination 
and obstacles, as a prerequisite for fair competition and market cohesion to the benefit of 
consumers and businesses;

11. Takes the view that the main condition for the completion of the European Energy Union 
is a well-functioning internal energy market that is dependent on the effective and 
persistent enforcement of EU competition rules; considers it important that the 
Commission continue to focus on, and step up the attention that it devotes to, the energy 
market, as energy is a significant item of expenditure for households and businesses in the 
EU, in order to achieve better integration and greater affordability in this sector;

12. Welcomes the launch of investigations, and the fines imposed on operators who have 
infringed competition rules, and calls on the Commission to continue its efforts to 
promote a culture of competition which contributes directly to the better functioning of 
markets in the interests of consumers and businesses;

13. Welcomes the launch of the e-commerce sectorial inquiry to examine possible obstacles to 
competition on EU markets; stresses that smoothly functioning e-commerce is not only 
important for economic growth but also means lower transaction costs, lower prices and a 
greater range of choice for consumers; asks the Commission to analyse whether there is a 
need to introduce changes to existing competition law rules, for instance the Block 
Exemption Regulation, in order to tackle unjustified geo-blocking, including undesirable 
re-routing and unfair price discrimination based on geographical location;

14. Regards it as essential that Directive 2014/104/EU on certain rules governing actions for 
damages under national law for infringements of the competition law provisions of the 
Member States and of the European Union should be implemented in a timely manner and 
correctly; calls on the Commission to monitor closely the implementation of the Directive 
by the Member States and to ensure that its provisions are applied consistently throughout 
the EU; stresses that access to justice, which may also include the availability of collective 
redress, is essential for the attainment of the objectives of EU competition policy;

15. Believes that the development of e-government is an important factor in supporting 
growth, including as regards the participation of SMEs; calls, therefore, on the Member 
States to use all the tools made available to them by the new public procurement 
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legislation for promoting growth in the EU, and calls on the Commission to support all 
initiatives connected with the development of e-government; stresses, furthermore, that 
the promotion and implementation of e-governance systems in all Member States is 
instrumental for the efficient monitoring of infringements and for ensuring transparency in 
both the public and the private sector;

16. Points out that customers on the single market are being sold products containing different 
ingredients under the same brand name and in the same packaging; calls on the 
Commission to determine whether, in the context of EU competition policy, this is a 
practice that has negative repercussions for suppliers of local and regional produce, in 
particular small and medium-sized enterprises;

17. Believes that competition policy should play an important part in making financial 
markets more secure and transparent for consumers; welcomes, furthermore, the 
legislative measures adopted in the field of electronic payments and particularly the 
introduction of ceilings on interbank commissions for card payment transactions;

18. Considers it essential for the Commission to continue to promote better convergence and 
cooperation between national competition authorities in the EU;

19. Calls on the Commission to ensure that Member States implement the new public 
procurement legislation in a timely manner, in particular the deployment of e-procurement 
and e-administration and the new provisions on consideration of social and environmental 
criteria and on the division of contracts into lots, in order to boost innovation and fair 
competition, to support SMEs in procurement markets and to ensure best value for money 
in the use of public funds;

20. Agrees that, when traders decide to provide goods and services only to certain Member 
States, consumer choice is more limited and prices are higher owing to the lower levels of 
competition on the internal market; calls on the Commission to eradicate all forms of 
discrimination on the basis of nationality or place of residence;

21. Considers that a genuine single market can function efficiently only in a more transparent, 
coordinated and cooperative fiscal context which ensures fair competition among the 
various businesses; deplores the fact that tax competition between Member States has 
created a form of unequal competition within the single market which places SMEs at a 
disadvantage in relation to large multinationals;

22. Welcomes the strong interplay between competition enforcement and the digital single 
market strategy, in particular in actions related to geo-blocking practices and licensing 
agreements, with a view to completing the digital single market; considers that a similar 
interplay is vital in the internal energy market to remove barriers to the free flow of 
energy across borders and to build the Energy Union;

23. Encourages the European Competition Network to discuss the growing network of retail 
buying alliances at national and EU level;

24. Stresses the relationship between competition policy and consumer protection; points 
towards the consumer markets scoreboards and their findings;
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25. Considers that competition in the telecommunications sector is essential not only to drive 
innovation and investment in networks, but also for affordable prices and choice in 
services for consumers; calls, therefore, on the Commission to safeguard competition in 
this sector, including in the allocation of spectrum;

26. Considers that national competition authorities must make full use of existing tools and 
enforce competition law with regard to unfair trading practices in the food supply chain; 
stresses the need for them to cooperate with each other in order to ensure cost-
effectiveness, transparency, diversity and consumer choice.
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