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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that the Commission has proposed a new dedicated programme to 
support the effective functioning of the single market, which brings together six 
predecessor programmes, as well as numerous measures from different policy areas; 
believes that that new programme will help to improve the functioning of the internal 
market and the competitiveness of SMEs to generate Europe’s growth in the globalised 
market; calls therefore on the Commission and Member States to maintain sufficient 
funding of the Programme, especially in the context of the recovery plan and the green 
and digital transition;

2. Notes that the responsibility of the IMCO Committee in the budget procedure covers 
heading one - Single market, innovation and digital, including budget clusters 03 02 
Single Market Program, EU Anti-Fraud Programme 03 03, and 03 05 Cooperation in 
the Field of Customs;

3. Notes that almost all sectors of the European economy have been heavily affected by 
the COVID-19 crisis; underlines that successful recovery requires Member States to 
respect the internal market rules; emphasises that consumers will regain trust in the 
Single Market by ensuring that their rights are upheld; stresses the need for businesses, 
especially SMEs, to be supported in their green and digital transition and development, 
as well as their access to the single market; believes that the appropriations assigned 
within heading one should be increased to become a strong centre for funding dedicated 
to sustainability, innovation, strategic infrastructure and digital transformation, making 
the single market stronger and more resilient, also by investing in energy efficient 
economy; underlines the particular need to create synergies between the Single Market 
Programme with the Next Generation EU recovery fund to mobilise the necessary 
investments;

4. Notes that COVID-19 crisis has shown the reliance of the EU’s single market on global 
supply chains and manufacturers, as well as showing the dangers of a lack of product 
safety; underlines therefore the importance of a robust consumer policy that gives 
protection and predictability to consumers both offline and online, and confidence to 
businesses to provide their goods and services across the internal market and ensures 
market surveillance and compliance with EU law; underlines the importance of further 
deepening the single market through the effective removal of obstacles to the free 
movement of goods and services, notes in this regard that 2021 will be the first year of 
application of the Single Market Programme and calls to substantially increase the 
amount of funding dedicated to the SME objectives, and to have a separate and 
reinforced budget line on market surveillance; underlines also that completing the 
digital single market should remain one of the key budgetary priorities and recognises 
the importance of the Digital Europe Programme in shaping and supporting the digital 
transformation of Europe’s society and economy, which will be crucial for developing 
the Digital Single Market, while ensuring the security of European consumers;
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5. Notes that cross-border infrastructure is the backbone of the single market, helping 
goods, services, businesses and citizens to move freely across borders; welcomes 
therefore the reformed CEF funding to invest and further develop pan-European 
infrastructures for transport, digital and energy networks; underlines also that 
eGovernment programmes targetting the modernisation of public administration and 
addressing digitalisation of public services offer added value for everyone involved in 
the single market, especially citizens and business, calls therefore for the allocation of 
additional resources for the full implementation of the Single Digital Gateway, which 
may be facing delays in multiple Member States;

6. Supports the Commission in its approach to improve and reinforce the new Customs 
Control Equipment Instrument and the ‘Customs’ Programme; points out, however, that 
the Commission and the Member States have already accumulated delays in the 
scheduled implementation of the Union Customs Code and deplores the lack of 
financial and human resources in Member States; stresses the importance of 
appropriately financing innovative solutions and modern equipment in customs 
operations, in the interest of greater efficiency for EU companies and streamlining 
protection for consumers; welcomes in this regard the increase of appropriations for the 
budget line 03 05 01 which could give impetus to reducing the delays in implementation 
of the ‘Customs’ programme;

7. Stresses that the principle of ‘European added value’ should represent the cornerstone 
of all EU funded investments; points out that EU funding should be accompanied by 
measurable results - rather than simple output measurements - that will allow 
comparison to be made and the individual EU programmes to be ranked by their 
efficiency;

8. Reiterates that efficient spending and proper evaluation might create savings, which 
could finance further activities;

9. Stresses the importance of full compliance with recommendations of the European 
Court of Auditors, in the interests of a more effective budget and better value for money 
for European citizens; stresses that budget should be transparent and understandable for 
EU citizens and performance-based, in order to increase the efficiency and productivity 
of public institutions;

10. Asks the Commission to support the pilot projects and preparatory actions proposals 
within the IMCO remit of responsibilities.
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