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resilient EU budget fit for new challenges (2022/2046(INI))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection has been asked to submit an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 12 
September 2022, the committee decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter.

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection considered the matter at its 
meeting of 12 September 2022. At that meeting1, it decided to call on the Committee on 
Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution.

Yours sincerely,

Anna Cavazzini
Chairwoman

1 The following were present for the final vote: 
Anna Cavazzini, (Chair), Andrus Ansip (Vice-Chair), Maria Grapini (Vice-Chair), Krzysztof Hetman (Vice-
Chair), Marc Angel, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Alessandra Basso, Brando Benifei, Adam Bielan, Biljana Borzan, 
Vlad-Marius Botoş, Marco Campomenosi, Deirdre Clune, David Cormand, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Alexandra 
Geese, Sandro Gozi, Virginie Joron, Eugen Jurzyca,Arba Kokalari, Marcel Kolaja, Andrey Kovatchev, Moritz 
Körner, Jean-Lin Lacapelle, Morten Løkkegaard, Adriana Maldonado López, Antonius Manders, Beata 
Mazurek, Anne-Sophie Pelletier, Miroslav Radačovský, René Repasi, Antonio Maria Rinaldi, Massimiliano 
Salini, Christel Schaldemose, Tomislav Sokol, Ivan Štefanec, Marc Tarabella, Kim Van Sparrentak, Loránt 
Vincze, Marion Walsmann, Kosma Złotowski, Carlos Zorrinho, Marco Zullo.
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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

A. Whereas according to Article 311 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), the Union should provide itself with the means necessary to attain its 
objectives and carry through its policies; 

B. Whereas due to the emergence of crises, such as the pandemic and the Russian war in 
Ukraine, which have occurred and developed either during or after the adoption of the 
current multiannual financial framework (MFF), that framework is no longer fit to fully 
address the serious economic and social consequences, especially in view of rising food 
and energy prices and their impact on consumers; 

C. Whereas the current crises have severely impacted the functioning of the Single Market, 
and have therefore shown the need to address remaining discriminatory, unjustified and 
disproportionate barriers and the acute need to effectively tackle illegal content and 
societal risks, such as online disinformation, as well as to undertake an urgent and 
comprehensive revision the MFF, delivering measurable results to citizens and 
businesses; 

D. Whereas citizens and business use and greatly benefit from  digital services in their 
everyday economic, social and political activity and therefore establishing a safe, 
reliable and trustworthy digital space where European values are protected is essential; 
whereas the Digital Services Act and the Digital Markets Act objective is to protect and 
strengthen the Digital Single Market, taking into account the significance of large 
digital gatekeeper platforms in intermediating access to information, content, goods and 
services;

E. Whereas it is important that the MFF efficiently supports competition and the 
functioning of the internal market as well as the green and digital transition of the 
economy and business environment, especially in view of the fact that the EU’s 
transition to a circular economy is one of the main building blocks of the European 
Green Deal;

F. Whereas it is necessary to continue working on improving the cooperation between the 
Commission and the Member States in relation to the MFF implementation;

1. Calls on the Commission to proceed with a legislative proposal for a substantial revision 
of the MFF as a matter of urgency and at the latest during the first quarter of 2023, in 
order to ensure that the Union is well prepared and ready to face the challenges, 
resulting from the current crises in an economically responsible way; 

2. Points out that European households and businesses, especially SMEs continue to be 
impacted by the consecutive crises of Covid-19, the rising energy prices and the war in 
Ukraine; calls for adequate support and measures to manage the impact of these crises 
and to preserve the competiveness and economic growth for European companies and 
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strengthen their crisis resilience; underlines that in view of the circumstances, the mid-
term review of the MFF should be advanced and carried out by the Commission as soon 
as possible;

3. Recalls the need to respect the integrity of the MFF, in particular as regards the Single 
Market Programme, the Digital Europe Programme, the Customs' programme for 
cooperation in the field of customs and the Customs Control Equipment Instrument; 
considers that all elements of the MFF package must be implemented in accordance 
with the principle of mutual sincere cooperation, and that funds should not be 
reallocated at the expense of Internal Market instruments;

4. In particular, calls for an adequate and effective implementation of the Single Market 
Programme and the Customs Programs in order to advance and further deepen the 
Single Market while supporting the transition towards a digital, carbon neutral and 
sustainable economy; stresses the need to promote the interest of European consumers 
by ensuring a high level of protection, including through more financial support for 
market surveillance and customs checks, and to address discriminatory, unjustified and 
disproportionate barriers to the four freedoms making the Single Market more resilient; 
highlights the need to ensure that the funding, made available to achieve these 
objectives is still adapted to the new economic, social and environmental challenges.

5. Underlines the vital role that a well-functioning Single Market, including a Digital 
Single Market plays for the economic recovery from the crises; highlights that the 
Single Market should be safe and accessible to all European citizens, especially to 
people with disabilities and calls for budgetary prioritisation and full implementation of 
existing measures relating to free movement and safety of products and services; urges 
the Commission to ensure that the revision of the MFF increases the available resources 
to support the proper enforcement of single market rules and consumer rights, including 
product safety regulations, while ensuring the transparency and traceability of funds; 
highlights in this regard that the EU just adopted landmark legislation such as the 
Digital Services Act and the Digital Markets Act and is about to adopt rules on 
Artificial Intelligence; considers that these pieces of legislation aim to fulfil the 
ambitions for the EU’s technological sovereignty, strategic autonomy and a democratic 
online world, and to bring tangible and concrete results for EU citizens; insists that 
additional funds are needed to secure that the rules are immediately effective in order to 
ensure their proper enforcement at Union level.

6. Stresses in this regard that the success of the Digital Services Act depends on the 
sufficient financial resources being allocated to its implementation; suggests that the 
funding for the implementation of the Digital Services Act should be increased by EUR 
25 000 000 per year to meet the objectives of the Regulation; urges the Commission to 
achieve this by allocating sufficient human resources, IT infrastructure including to 
undertake big data analysis and by strengthening the research capabilities which would 
also include external research; 

7. Calls on the Commission to ensure the successful implementation of the Digital 
Markets Act and to add to the existing funding allocated to its implementation EUR 22 
000 000 per year to meet the objectives of the Regulation. The increased budget should 
not only cover human resources, but also the infrastructure and support for the 
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implementation of various tasks and other expenditure related to the fulfilment of the 
monitoring and supervisory tasks envisaged in the Digital Markets Act;

8. Asks the Commission to constantly work on improving technical support and reducing 
the administrative burden in the implementation of the MFF; urges the Commission to 
enhance the budget performance monitoring by improving the efficiency and the result-
oriented indicators in order to deliver more effective budget, consumer welfare and 
better value for citizens and businesses.


