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Amendment 1
Ivan Štefanec, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, Isabel Benjumea 
Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba Kokalari, Kris 
Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav 
Sokol

Draft opinion
Recital 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Whereas SMEs are the backbone 
of the European economy and represent 
99% of EU companies;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Recital 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Whereas European SMEs are 
currently experiencing unprecedented 
challenges because of the COVID-19 
crisis that threatens their very existence;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Recital 1 c (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1c. Whereas only 17% of SMEs have 
so far successfully integrated digital 
technology into their businesses and 
digitalisation is crucial for a strong 
economic growth and creation of jobs 
within the internal market;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Recital 1 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1d. Whereas 78% of SMEs see 
administrative costs as one of the main 
barriers for their future growth;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and 
shares the Commission’s view that SMEs 
are essential to the European economy

1. Strongly welcomes the SME 
strategy and shares the Commission’s view 
that SMEs, are the backbone of the 
European economy and absolutely 
essential for economic growth and job 
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creation as well as for a strong and well-
functioning internal market; encourages 
the Commission to swiftly take further 
initiatives to properly support EU SMEs 
with the aim to address both the short-
term consequences of the crisis and the 
long-term challenges such as the 
digitalisation and the transition to a more 
sustainable internal market;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, 
Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and 
shares the Commission’s view that SMEs 
are essential to the European economy;

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and 
shares the Commission’s view that SMEs 
are essential to the European economy as 
they play a central role for the economic 
recovery and for the digital and 
sustainable transition of the EU; stresses 
that it must go hand in hand with the 
Industrial Strategy; notes that it was 
adopted before the COVID-19 crisis; calls 
therefore the Commission to reassess the 
Strategy in light of the lessons learnt from 
the crisis and of the Recovery Package, 
and to swiftly revise it where needed;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Marcel Kolaja

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1
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Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and 
shares the Commission’s view that SMEs 
are essential to the European economy;

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and 
shares the Commission’s view that SMEs 
are essential to the European economy and 
central to achieving the green and digital 
transition of the EU economy in line with 
the objectives of the European Green 
Deal and the EU’s commitment under the 
Paris Agreement; Insists on sustainability 
to remain at the core objectives of relevant 
EU programmes to allow SMEs to take 
advantage of the green transition in terms 
of competitiveness, cost reduction and 
jobs creation; Stresses in this respect the 
need for increased financial budget to 
promote a SME-friendly environment and 
reiterates its position under the MFF 
Single Market Programme to double the 
allocation for COSME;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and 
shares the Commission’s view that SMEs 
are essential to the European economy;

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and 
shares the Commission’s view that SMEs 
are essential to the European economy and, 
for this reason, too, considers the current 
definition of SMEs to be appropriate;

Or. it

Amendment 9
Isabella Tovaglieri, Marco Campomenosi, Alessandra Basso, Markus Buchheit, Virginie 
Joron, Jean-Lin Lacapelle

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the implementation of 
the SME strategy should focus on 
supporting SMEs to help them maintain 
their existence, as the COVID-19 crisis 
has delivered a shock to many SMEs and 
their role in the everyday life of 
Europeans;

2. Stresses that the implementation of 
the SME strategy should focus on 
supporting SMEs and reacting to the 
COVID-19; micro and SMEs should be 
considered an essential asset in the post-
COVID 19 transition;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the implementation of 
the SME strategy should focus on 
supporting SMEs to help them maintain 
their existence, as the COVID-19 crisis has 
delivered a shock to many SMEs and their 
role in the everyday life of Europeans;

2. Stresses that the strategy makes no 
reference at all to COVID-19 and to the 
emergency that micro- and small 
enterprises are facing; considers it 
appropriate, in this regard, for it to be 
revised in order to take into account the 
impact the pandemic is having on 
European SMEs; points out that the 
implementation of the SME strategy should 
focus on supporting SMEs to help them 
maintain their existence, as the COVID-19 
crisis has delivered a shock to many SMEs 
and their role in the everyday life of 
Europeans;

Or. it

Amendment 11
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, 
Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the implementation of 
the SME strategy should focus on 
supporting SMEs to help them maintain 
their existence, as the COVID-19 crisis 
has delivered a shock to many SMEs and 
their role in the everyday life of 
Europeans;

2. Underlines that the COVID-19 
crisis has delivered a shock to many 
SMEs and their role in the everyday life 
of Europeans, jeopardizing their very 
existence in several cases; stresses that the 
implementation of the SME strategy should 
focus not only on supporting micro and 
SMEs to prevent shutdowns, to help them 
preserve their existence and business 
continuity, to promote their resilience, but 
also to assess and restore disrupted supply 
chains so as to incentivise their 
integration in industrial ecosystems, to 
help them seize opportunities to grow; 
recalls that SMEs were already facing 
difficulties prior to the crisis, in particular 
as regards access to finance, information 
and markets; stresses therefore the 
importance of adopting an ambitious 
strategy to ensure SMEs can recover and 
scale up their activities;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Marcel Kolaja

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the implementation of 
the SME strategy should focus on 
supporting SMEs to help them maintain 
their existence, as the COVID-19 crisis has 
delivered a shock to many SMEs and their 
role in the everyday life of Europeans;

2. Stresses that the implementation of 
the SME strategy should focus on 
supporting SMEs to help them maintain 
their existence, creating an enabling 
regulatory environment and enhanced 
advice and technical support while further 
promoting innovative and sustainable 
solutions; calls for facilitating as much as 
possible their access to finance, including 
easy access to R&D funds, and providing 
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enhanced technical support, such as in 
form of reinforced one-stop-shops and 
streamlined and easily accessible 
regulatory and administrative procedures, 
with a view to accelerate and take 
advantage of the green and digital 
transition, as the COVID-19 crisis has 
delivered a shock to many SMEs and their 
role in the everyday life of Europeans, 
including in form of advantageous loans 
or bank guarantees;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Kris 
Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav 
Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the implementation of 
the SME strategy should focus on 
supporting SMEs to help them maintain 
their existence, as the COVID-19 crisis has 
delivered a shock to many SMEs and their 
role in the everyday life of Europeans;

2. Stresses that the implementation of 
the SME strategy should focus primarily 
on supporting SMEs to help them maintain 
their existence and by aiming at their full 
recovery and growth, as the COVID-19 
crisis has delivered a shock to many SMEs 
and their crucial role in the everyday life 
of Europeans; underlines that action 
should also be taken to support SMEs 
scaling-up and to enhance their cross-
border activities in order to benefit the 
most from the internal market; recalls 
that further action should be taken to 
safeguard SMEs from unfair competition 
from third countries global players;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
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Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Highlights that SMEs in cross-
border regions are more severely affected 
by the internal border closures due to the 
COVID-19 crisis and that the EU internal 
market must be made fully operational 
again as soon as possible; stresses that in 
times of crisis the free movement of 
essential goods and services must be 
guaranteed within the internal market; 
calls on the Commission to swiftly 
propose new permanent tools to avoid any 
disruption of the internal market in the 
event of a possible second crisis and to 
take into account SMEs specific needs;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Jordi Cañas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Considers that the SME strategy 
should go hand in hand with the 
European Industrial Strategy, in order to 
facilitate the adoption of new policy 
measures which promote their 
internationalisation and ensures their full 
involvement, while fostering economic 
growth and job creation within the Single 
Market;

Or. en
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Amendment 16
Kosma Złotowski

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Notes that maintaining the 
existence of SMEs is already the subject 
of the Member States individual policies, 
many of which are already approved by 
the Commission as the state aid, 
therefore, the implementation of the 
strategy should be a complementary 
measure and take into account a shock 
that the COVID-19 crisis has delivered to 
many SMEs, hence no new burdens for 
the sector should be imposed in the 
nearest future;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Welcomes the inclusion among the 
actions identified by the Commission that 
regarding measures to create an 
MSME-friendly environment; notes that 
fostering the generational transition in 
traditional craft enterprises, some of 
which are at risk of extinction, can not 
only be an effective way to encourage self-
starting entrepreneurship, but is also a 
way to promote Europe’s heritage of 
craft-related knowledge, traditions and 
skills; points out that it would be useful to 
provide for incentives for 
cross-generational projects that can 
combine the master craftsman tradition 
with digitalisation, through the 
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involvement of young people at the end of 
a training pathway;

Or. it

Amendment 18
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Stresses that improved access to 
finance and liquidity are necessary to 
support SMEs and that EU funds together 
with national measures are necessary to 
allow companies to bridge liquidity gaps 
caused by the crisis; highlights that SMEs 
need support to compensate for loss in 
revenues, to finance fixed costs and avoid 
bankruptcies; calls for supporting 
possible access to diverse financial 
resources for SMEs in order for them not 
to be dependant only on banking system 
but also to consider the use of other 
means including private equity and 
crowdfunding;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 c (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

2c. Calls for the synchronisation of all 
financial tools aimed at supporting SMEs 
within the internal market; insists that 
programmes crucial for SMEs 
competitiveness, development and 
resilience to the crisis, must be included 
in the next Multiannual Financial 
Framework and guaranteeing a necessary 
level of funding that supports them; 
COVID-19 support schemes should be 
tailor-made to address challenges of the 
different sectors affected and to 
coordinate EU funding with national and 
regional initiatives; recovery funding also 
needs to address additional costs that 
SMEs in particular have to face when 
complying with additional safety rules 
during and after the crisis; the European 
Investment Bank must also continue to 
support SMEs in particular as part of the 
sustainable finance approach;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Andreas Schieder, Maria-Manuel 
Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating 
and other regulatory restrictions;

3. Notes that micro and SMEs should 
face proportionate obligations taking into 
account their specificities and sectorial 
characteristics; recalls that the SME test 
can be a useful tool in that regard; 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to limit market 
fragmentation, address social and fiscal 
dumping, remove unjustified market 
barriers and ensure a level playing field, 



PE655.651v01-00 14/48 AM\1210004EN.docx

EN

for a fair single market that benefits all 
businesses and consumers;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Marcel Kolaja

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating 
and other regulatory restrictions;

3. Insists that SMEs should receive 
targeted support - i.e. technical, 
administrative and skills support - when 
implementing EU regulatory framework 
in order to ensure compliance with single 
market rules whilst administrative burden 
should be reduced to the minimum, 
including the threat of aggressive patent 
litigation, encourages the Commission to 
use strong enforcement action to ensure 
that the single market benefits all 
businesses and consumers; calls in this 
regard for particular attention to be given 
by the Commission to fighting unfair 
market practices within the internal 
market and better protection of SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 

3. Notes that SMEs should not be 
burdened and encourages the Commission 
to use strong enforcement action to ensure 
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enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating and 
other regulatory restrictions;

that the single market benefits all 
businesses and consumers and to counter 
gold-plating and other regulatory 
restrictions by making use of all available 
tools and bodies, such as the SMEs Envoy 
and the Regulatory Scrutiny Board, in 
order to create a level playing field in 
cross-border business in the internal 
market;

Or. en

Amendment 23
 Isabella Tovaglieri, Marco Campomenosi, Alessandra Basso, Markus Buchheit, 
Virginie Joron, Jean-Lin Lacapelle

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating and 
other regulatory restrictions;

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating and 
other regulatory restrictions; recalls that in 
the post-COVID recovery further market 
deregulation should be harmonised with 
workers’ rights protection;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
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market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating and 
other regulatory restrictions;

market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating and 
other regulatory restrictions; recommends, 
in this respect, that at both the EU and 
national levels, the fundamental principle 
of ‘one in one out’ should be properly 
applied, whereby each new rule must 
replace an existing one, as should the ban 
on ‘gold-plating’ – i.e. the introduction of 
burdens and requirements that go beyond 
those required by the EU legislation being 
transposed into national law (these could 
also be called European ‘minimum 
essential levels’);

Or. it

Amendment 25
Kateřina Konečná

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating 
and other regulatory restrictions;

3. Notes that SMEs often face more 
difficulties to implement European 
legislation and urges the Commission to 
better support SMEs in this regard; 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and encourages the 
Commission to do an SME Test in order 
to measure the possible impact of all 
newly proposed Single Market 
Legislation on SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Maria Grapini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3
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Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating and 
other regulatory restrictions;

3. Notes that SMEs should be 
burdened as little as possible and 
encourages the Commission to use strong 
enforcement action to ensure that the single 
market benefits all businesses and 
consumers and to counter gold-plating and 
other regulatory restrictions which will 
lower costs and facilitate the improvement 
of SMEs’ activity;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Jordi Cañas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Recognises the support of the State 
Aid Temporary Framework in the context 
of the crisis caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic and welcomes its recent 
amendment enabling Member States to 
provide public support to all micro and 
small companies; expresses its concern 
about the uneven distribution of state aid 
and Member States’ access to liquidity 
and fiscal space, which is likely to result 
in distortions to competition, creating 
unfair competitive advantages and 
possible breakdowns in the Single 
Market;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Kateřina Konečná, Anne-Sophie Pelletier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

3a. notes that specific approaches are 
needed for SMEs to embrace 
digitalisation in a way that is tailored to 
their specific circumstances; Social 
partners can play a supportive role for 
enterprises in their efforts to set up skills 
plans to accommodate ongoing and future 
changes;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Marcel Kolaja

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Highlights that beside access to 
finance, SMEs encounter obstacles in 
terms of skills, including managerial 
skills, digital and sustainability related 
skills and knowledge; Calls for specific 
programmes to be financed at EU and 
national levels to enhance SME access to 
training and mentoring: Adds that 
particular attention should be given to 
promote female entrepreneurship;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Isabella Tovaglieri, Marco Campomenosi, Alessandra Basso, Markus Buchheit, Virginie 
Joron, Jean-Lin Lacapelle

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses Member States to avoid 
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practices of unfair competition inside the 
internal market, as they could seriously 
affect micro and SMEs and consumer 
rights;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls for a roadmap towards 
achieving a major reduction in 
administrative burden and bureaucracy 
affecting SMEs in the internal market, to 
boost SMEs potential for investments and 
speed up EU economic recovery; this 
should include the following elements: 
- supporting SMEs to operate cross-
border thus fully reaping the benefits of 
the internal market; 
- encouraging scale-up;  
- strengthening and mainstreaming the 
SMEs dimension in all impact 
assessments through a binding SME test 
performed at an early stage of the impact 
assessment to analyse the economic 
impact of legislative proposals, including 
the compliance costs; 
- applying of the one-in-one-out rule in 
such a way that for any additional 
compliance cost introduced by new 
legislation, the corresponding amount of 
compliance cost is reduced; 
- reducing the regulatory burden through 
concrete targets at EU and national level 
(such as a reduction by 30% or cut 1000 
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outdated rules and regulations), in order 
to make a real benefit for SMEs to grow 
and prosper within the EU internal 
market;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Kosma Złotowski

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses that excessive regulation 
is the most burdensome for SMEs, so that 
in order to achieve the goals of the 
strategy, greater emphasis should be 
placed on the proportionality of any new 
initiatives;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Isabella Tovaglieri, Marco Campomenosi, Alessandra Basso, Markus Buchheit, Virginie 
Joron, Jean-Lin Lacapelle

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Highlights that unfair competition 
usually driven by extra - UE companies is 
very detrimental to the European SMEs, 
especially in the post-COVID recovery; 
efficient trade defence instruments should 
be accessible to SMEs and they should 
avoid unfair practices from third 
countries;

Or. en
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Amendment 34
Kosma Złotowski

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Emphasises that SMEs are the 
largest beneficiaries of free competition in 
the internal market, hence increasing the 
level of competitiveness on the EU market 
will be beneficial for the sector;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Isabella Tovaglieri, Marco Campomenosi, Alessandra Basso, Markus Buchheit, Virginie 
Joron, Jean-Lin Lacapelle

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3c. Recalls that an effective “green” 
approach, favourable to SMEs, should 
avoid imposing extra burdens on SMEs 
while allowing imports from third 
countries which are not respecting free 
trade and “green” standards;

Or. en

Amendment 36
Kosma Złotowski

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3c. Condemns any attempt to use the 
COVID-19 crisis as a pretext for 
protectionist practices and excessive 
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administrative burdens for SMEs 
operating in the single market, 
particularly in the road freight transport 
sector; calls on the Commission to act 
decisively to protect the freedom to 
provide services in the EU;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
supports the Commission in establishing 
European data spaces for trusted and 
secure data sharing to ramp up data flows 
between businesses and with governments;

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
supports the Commission in establishing 
European data spaces for trusted and 
secure data sharing to ramp up data flows 
between businesses and with governments; 
underlines that SMEs must be given a fair 
share of the added value of the data they 
generate and highlights that 
interoperability and non-discriminatory 
access to data, including platforms’ data, 
are key to ensure a digital level playing 
field within the internal market and to 
successfully deal with challenges and 
opportunities emerging from data 
sharing, data security and cybersecurity 
issues across the whole internal market;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Marcel Kolaja

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
supports the Commission in establishing 
European data spaces for trusted and 
secure data sharing to ramp up data flows 
between businesses and with governments;

4. Highlights the crucial role of non-
personal data and transfer of technology 
from the academia to SMEs as the 
lifeblood of the digital economy; supports 
the Commission in establishing European 
data spaces for trusted and secure non-
personal data sharing to ramp up data 
flows between businesses, NGOS and 
public sector; Stresses the importance of 
open data and knowledge sharing via 
open technologies for SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 39
Isabella Tovaglieri, Marco Campomenosi, Alessandra Basso, Markus Buchheit, Virginie 
Joron, Jean-Lin Lacapelle

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
supports the Commission in establishing 
European data spaces for trusted and 
secure data sharing to ramp up data flows 
between businesses and with governments;

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
supports the Commission in establishing 
European data spaces for trusted and 
secure data sharing to ramp up data flows 
between businesses and with governments; 
recalls that digital trainings and 
upskilling and reskilling programs for 
entrepreneurs and employees could 
support the recovery of SMEs and foster 
their competitiveness in the EU market;

Or. en

Amendment 40
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, 
Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
supports the Commission in establishing 
European data spaces for trusted and 
secure data sharing to ramp up data flows 
between businesses and with governments;

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
points out to the existence of market 
power imbalances and obstacles to access 
to data that affect SMEs’ development; 
welcomes the Data Strategy in this 
regard; supports the Commission in 
promoting interoperability and 
establishing European data spaces for 
trusted and secure data sharing to ramp up 
data flows between businesses and with 
governments; considers that all products 
and services developed with public 
funding should be published under open-
source licenses and be accessible to micro 
and SMEs; emphasises the strategic 
importance of ensuring SMEs’ digital 
transition and suggests therefore that the 
future common European data spaces 
should be developed in an SME-friendly 
way so that they can access large datasets;

Or. en

Amendment 41
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
supports the Commission in establishing 
European data spaces for trusted and 
secure data sharing to ramp up data flows 
between businesses and with governments;

4. Highlights the crucial role of data 
as the lifeblood of the digital economy; 
supports the Commission in establishing 
European data spaces for trusted and 
secure data sharing to ramp up data flows 
between businesses and with governments; 
points out that against the background of 
a future push towards digitalisation in the 
post-COVID-19 era, real-time and legally 
secure data access for SMEs in the B2B 
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area will become ever more essential 
when it comes to countering unfair 
competition; stresses that improving 
SMEs’ access to data should be a key 
issue in the implementation of the 
European data strategy; notes, in 
addition, that the role of organisations 
representing MSMEs is crucial for 
accompanying SMEs in their transition to 
sustainability and digitalisation;

Or. it

Amendment 42
Kosma Złotowski

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Underlines that advanced 
disruptive technologies, such as 
blockchain, Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
Cloud and High Performance Computing 
(HPC) can dramatically boost 
competitiveness of the SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 43
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Points out that there is the need to 
facilitate the SMEs’ uptake of Artificial 
Intelligence by promoting the creation of 
SME cross-border Alliances for AI in 
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strategic value chains within the internal 
market, as well promoting investment in 
the next generation of standards, tools 
and infrastructures to store and process 
data; points out that it is important to 
ensure SMEs’ access to and awareness of 
ICT standards to innovate and provide 
more tailored digital solutions;

Or. en

Amendment 44
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Sylvie Guillaume, Adriana 
Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, 
Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Points out that SMEs face 
difficulties in protecting their Intellectual 
Property (IP) rights, which can threaten 
their development; calls on the 
Commission to increase IP awareness, 
develop external advice and ensure 
appropriate enforcement;

Or. en

Amendment 45
Jordi Cañas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Stresses that digitalisation offers 
several benefits to SMEs, such as 
providing new opportunities to offer 
digital services or products and expanding 
their market access; points out that SMEs 
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are increasingly under pressure to adapt 
their business models accordingly and 
adopt the necessary digital technologies to 
remain competitive and attractive to 
customers, as the opportunity costs of 
non-digitalisation increase;

Or. en

Amendment 46
Ivan Štefanec, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, Isabel Benjumea 
Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba Kokalari, Kris 
Peeters, Romana Tomc, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Stresses that start-ups represent 
the SMEs with the higher potential to 
grow in new digital sectors such as AI, 
IOT and robotics; stresses that also 
microenterprises and micro-companies, 
that do not dispose of sufficient resources 
or infrastructure for digital 
transformation, must have access to 
sufficient financial resources and be 
adequately supported; recalls that also 
traditional SMEs focused on the 
sustainable development of the society are 
threatened heavily by the crisis in several 
sectors and should be adequately 
supported;

Or. en

Amendment 47
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, 
Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Underlines the opportunities 
offered by e-commerce to reach new 
customers and markets in supporting 
economic recovery for micro and SMEs; 
highlights the added value of legislation 
such as the Platform to Business 
Regulation in this regard and calls for its 
swift implementation and enforcement; 
warns that a persistent risk of unfair 
competition exists in e-commerce, also 
due to the presence of non-compliant, 
illegal or unsafe products in online 
marketplaces targeting EU consumers; 
underlines that the future Digital Services 
Act will play a key role in this regard;

Or. en

Amendment 48
Jordi Cañas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Stresses, however, that equal 
access to investment remains a challenge 
in the EU, considering the greater 
difficulties of access to finance in some 
Member States, thus leading to 
discrepancies in competitiveness between 
SMEs in the Single Market; calls on the 
Commission to address this financial 
access gap and ensure that SMEs compete 
on a level playing field;

Or. en

Amendment 49
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
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Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, 
Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4c. Points out to the added value of 
the EU MFF programmes to support 
micro and SMEs, in particular the Single 
Market Programme, InvestEU, Digital 
Europe, Horizon Europe and other 
programmes; highlights the importance of 
a swift adoption of the MFF and of Next 
Generation EU; considers that the SME 
window of the Single Market Programme 
should maintain the level of ambition 
raised by the Parliament’s position; 
stresses the importance of streamlining 
access to EU funds for micro and SMEs; 

Or. en

Amendment 50
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Encourages Member States to 
implement the single digital gateway in an 
SME-friendly way by cooperating closely 
with regional and local authorities and by 
providing easy digital access to 
information, procedures, and services 
linked to doing business across borders, 
including advice on public procurement 
and funding sources;

5. Encourages Member States to 
implement the single digital gateway in an 
SME-friendly way by cooperating closely 
with regional and local authorities as well 
as with the other Member States and by 
providing easy digital access to 
information, procedures, and services 
linked to doing business across borders, 
including advice on public procurement 
and funding sources;
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Or. en

Amendment 51
Marcel Kolaja

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Encourages Member States to 
implement the single digital gateway in an 
SME-friendly way by cooperating closely 
with regional and local authorities and by 
providing easy digital access to 
information, procedures, and services 
linked to doing business across borders, 
including advice on public procurement 
and funding sources;

5. Encourages Member States to 
implement the single digital gateway in an 
SME-friendly way by cooperating closely 
with regional and local authorities and by 
providing easy digital access to 
information, procedures, assistance and 
services linked to doing business across 
borders, including advice on public 
procurement and funding sources;

Or. en

Amendment 52
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, 
Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Encourages Member States to 
implement the single digital gateway in an 
SME-friendly way by cooperating closely 
with regional and local authorities and by 
providing easy digital access to 
information, procedures, and services 
linked to doing business across borders, 
including advice on public procurement 
and funding sources;

5. Encourages Member States to 
implement the single digital gateway in an 
SME-friendly way by cooperating closely 
with regional and local authorities and by 
providing easy digital access to 
information, procedures, and services 
linked to doing business across borders, 
including advice on public procurement 
and funding sources; welcomes the SME 
Envoy system to better take into account 
the end-user into future legislation; 
suggests however a critical assessment of 
its appointment process and functioning 
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in order to redress potential weaknesses 
and ensure it works efficiently in all 
Member States, in constant coordination 
with the relevant business associations 
and stakeholders;

Or. en

Amendment 53
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Encourages Member States to 
implement the single digital gateway in an 
SME-friendly way by cooperating closely 
with regional and local authorities and by 
providing easy digital access to 
information, procedures, and services 
linked to doing business across borders, 
including advice on public procurement 
and funding sources;

5. Encourages Member States to 
implement the single digital gateway in an 
SME-friendly way by cooperating closely 
with regional and local authorities and by 
providing easy digital access to 
information, procedures, and services 
linked to doing business across borders, 
including advice on public procurement 
and funding sources; points out, in this 
regard, that urgent measures such as the 
extended digitalisation of the relationship 
between government departments and 
enterprises, and the interoperability of 
government databases, are measures that 
can no longer be postponed;

Or. it

Amendment 54
Maria Grapini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. It is found that support is needed 
for SMEs to have greater access to the 
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internal market and innovation;

Or. en

Amendment 55
Kosma Złotowski

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses the need to utilise the 
European Public Procurement GovTech 
Platform (EU GovTech) to carefully 
monitor the state of SME engagement in 
procurement challenges across the EU, 
guiding the subsequent formulation of 
good practices and further legislative 
standards;

Or. en

Amendment 56
Maria Grapini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. It is important for SMEs to have 
access to information and training 
sessions on the role of digitalisation in 
their activity;

Or. en

Amendment 57
Kosma Złotowski

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Calls to the Commission to 
launch in 2020 the European GovTech 
Initiative and a small scale pilot project 
to promote best practices in creating a 
synergy effect between the government 
and start-ups and digital SMEs and to 
facilitate use among a few Member States 
a cross-border tool promoting equal 
market access for European Digital 
SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 58
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that green public 
procurement can make an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
economy;

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by eliminating 
inequalities in access to public 
procurement contracts and 
discriminatory, disproportionate or non-
objective behaviour on the part of 
contracting authorities, by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement, too; stresses that green public 
procurement can make an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
economy by promoting local contracts – 
also with a view to environmental 
sustainability – and providing for 
bonus-based criteria for local businesses, 
borrowing, in that sense, from EU 
legislation on agriculture and short 
supply chains; points out that this can 
also be done by providing for a minimum 
reserve of 50 % of public procurement 
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from micro- and small enterprises that 
have their registered and operational 
headquarters near the place of 
performance of the contract, for works 
that are not of a cross-border nature and 
the contractual amount of which is below 
the threshold of EUR 150 000;

Or. it

Amendment 59
Marcel Kolaja

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that green public 
procurement can make an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
economy;

6. Calls on the Commission and 
Member States to simplify procurement 
tendering processes by using the flexibility 
of the EU’s new procurement framework 
and to enhance opportunities for SMEs 
including by using digital tools and 
platforms to expand national and cross-
border procurement; stresses that green 
public procurement is a strategic tool to 
boost sustainable production and 
consumption patterns while supporting 
innovation from SMEs and calls for 
mandatory minimum targets to make 
systematic use of social and 
environmental criteria; Considers that 
national and European public 
administration is relatively risk-averse, 
and frequently lacks the skill set to 
procure innovation; emphasises that 
public administration should lead by 
example in procuring, products and 
services from innovative SMEs at public 
procurement procedure, and reminds that 
publicly financed code developed for the 
public sector should be made publicly 
available under free and open source 
software licence; 
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Or. en

Amendment 60
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, 
Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that green public 
procurement can make an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
economy;

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs, such as the 
possibility of subdividing procurement in 
smaller lots and the streamlining of 
administrative procedures, as well as by 
using digital tools and platforms to expand 
cross-border procurement; stresses that 
green public procurement can make an 
important contribution to building a 
sustainable economy;

Or. en

Amendment 61
Isabella Tovaglieri, Marco Campomenosi, Alessandra Basso, Markus Buchheit, Virginie 
Joron, Jean-Lin Lacapelle

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that green public 
procurement can make an important 

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that green public 
procurement and a simplified access to 
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contribution to building a sustainable 
economy;

tenders can make an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
economy; where possible, calls for 
preferring European micro and SMEs in 
public tenders;

Or. en

Amendment 62
Kateřina Konečná, Anne-Sophie Pelletier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that green public 
procurement can make an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
economy;

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that green public 
procurement can make an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
economy; regrets that the ‘lowest price 
criterion’ is often still decisive in the 
tendering processes, often to the 
disadvantage of SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 63
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas 
Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 

6. Calls on the Member States to 
simplify procurement tendering processes 
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by using the flexibility of the EU’s new 
procurement framework and to enhance 
opportunities for SMEs by using digital 
tools and platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that green public 
procurement can make an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
economy;

by using the flexibility of the 
Commission’s new guidance within the 
EU’s public procurement framework and 
to enhance opportunities for SMEs in the 
internal market by using digital tools and 
platforms to expand cross-border 
procurement; stresses that sustainable 
public procurement can make an important 
contribution to the transition to a more 
sustainable economy and that SMEs need 
the right support to bring forward this 
transition;

Or. en

Amendment 64
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Kris 
Peeters, Romana Tomc, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Stresses the need to increase the 
SMEs’ share of government contracts, 
enhancing their access to public 
procurement and combating tendering 
criteria that set requirements beyond the 
fundamental elements of the service or 
goods purchased, such as price, quality 
and sustainability;

Or. en

Amendment 65
Kateřina Konečná, Anne-Sophie Pelletier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Recognises that a number of states 
and cities are able to prohibit or closely 
regulate the activity of so-called digital 
platforms; underlines the urgent need for 
regulation of these platforms on a broader 
basis to prevent unfair competition and 
ensure respect for workers’ and 
consumers’ rights and user safety;

Or. en

Amendment 66
Kosma Złotowski

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Notes the low participation of 
SMEs in public procurement, especially 
cross- border where they account for only 
25% of the value in cross-border 
procurement (compared to 33% at home); 
underlines that with the combined 
procurement spending within the EU 
reaching 14% of the combined GDP of 
Member States, increasing the 
participation rate of SMEs in tenders 
represents possibly the largest funding 
opportunity for Digital SMEs; stresses 
that achieving this aim requires the 
utilisation of new procurement 
methodologies (like design contest 
models) and creation of new tools to put 
them into practice;

Or. en

Amendment 67
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
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Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6b. Underlines the need for a 
significant increase in the SMEs 
participation in the EU public 
procurement market; recalls the 
importance of a European public 
procurement market for SMEs which is 
based on moderate-sized tenders that 
allow them to participate in the 
procurement process and where real and 
fair competition between market actors 
can take place within the internal market; 
furthermore underlines that is important 
to make the European Single 
Procurement Document (ESPD) more 
accessible to SMEs; calls for the creation 
of digital tools such as platforms for 
enhancing the access to relevant public 
procurement information for SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 68
Kateřina Konečná

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6b. Considers that the objectives of the 
‘SME Strategy for a Sustainable and 
Digital Europe’ should be fully matched 
by financial and other resources to enable 
Member States to promote SME transition 
towards sustainability and digitisation, 
which is of particular importance for the 
least developed countries and regions in 
the context of cohesion policy; stresses 
that such objectives cannot be 
contradictory and must, on the contrary, 
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accompany measures to safeguard 
employment with rights and improve 
working conditions and consumers´ rights 
in the various sectors of activity;

Or. en

Amendment 69
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Kris 
Peeters, Romana Tomc, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive1 with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm across 
the single market.

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive1 with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm across 
the single market, including through an 
active use of infringement procedures in 
cases where the Directive is not properly 
implemented; to that aim, encourages 
Member States to appoint an independent 
enforcement authority in charge of 
monitoring the proper application of the 
late payment rules and empowered to 
impose penalties in case of delays in 
payment times.

__________________________ __________________________

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1.

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1.

Or. en
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Amendment 70
Kateřina Konečná, Anne-Sophie Pelletier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive1 with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm across 
the single market.

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive1 with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm across 
the single market; calls upon authorities 
on European, national, regional and 
local level to set the right example by 
paying SMEs on time.

__________________________ __________________________

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1.

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1.

Or. en

Amendment 71
Brando Benifei, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado 
López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive1 with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm across 
the single market.

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive1 with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm, in 
particular for government-to-business 
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transactions, across the single market.

_______________________________ __________________________

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1.

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1

Or. en

Amendment 72
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm across 
the single market.

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU and that the 
situation during this pandemic has 
become worse; urges the Commission to 
swiftly equip the Late Payment Directive1 
with strong monitoring and enforcement 
tools so as to ensure and promote prompt 
payments as a norm across the single 
market, also by addressing the issue of 
unfair payment conditions and 
misconduct in the B2B relationship, too; 
points out that the trend towards shorter 
payment times for new debts – all the 
more so at this time of pandemic – should 
be seized more carefully through the 
introduction of direct universal set-offs 
between debts payable to and receivables 
payable by government departments.

_______________________________ _______________________________
1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1.

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1.
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Or. it

Amendment 73
Marcel Kolaja

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive1 with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm across 
the single market.

7. Underlines the fact that late 
payments account for a quarter of all SME 
bankruptcies in the EU; urges the 
Commission to swiftly equip the Late 
Payment Directive1 with strong monitoring 
and enforcement tools and to take 
appropriate binding measures to reinforce 
the current framework, so as to ensure and 
promote prompt payments as a norm across 
the single market.

_______________________________ __________________________

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1.

1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 
February 2011 on combating late payment 
in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 
23.2.2011, p. 1

Or. en

Amendment 74
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba Kokalari, Kris Peeters, 
Romana Tomc, Marion Walsmann, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Points out the need to deepen and 
complete the Single Market in services, 
especially for SMEs; short-term cross-
border service orders need to be exempt 
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from the obligation for an A1 certificate 
in order not to increase the fragmentation 
of the internal market for services.

Or. en

Amendment 75
Brando Benifei, Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne 
Gebhardt, Sylvie Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, 
Andreas Schieder, Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose 

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Underlines that a sustainable and 
innovative Single Market can only be 
achieved if micro and SMEs can carry out 
their transition to digital and 
environmental sustainability; highlights 
the importance of efficiently providing 
financial and non-financial support to 
micro and SMEs across all Member 
States; welcomes in this regard the 
development of Digital Innovation Hubs 
(DIH) as well as the Enterprise Europe 
Networks (EEN); recommends on the 
latter increased coordination between 
national and European level, as well as a 
stronger involvement of local SME 
associations; calls on the Commission to 
help micro and SMEs benefit from the 
various initiatives provided for in the 
Green New Deal, the Industrial Strategy 
and the Communication on Shaping 
Europe’s Digital Future, as digitalisation 
and sustainability represent important 
opportunities for them to grow; points out 
to the need of mainstreaming SMEs in all 
EU policies.

Or. en
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Amendment 76
Salvatore De Meo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Encourages the Commission to 
place greater emphasis and importance on 
the role of the EU SME envoy than that 
afforded to it by the SBA. The 
establishment of a special envoy for SMEs 
is an important back-up measure for 
pro-SME policies insofar as the envoy has 
a genuine role of monitoring and driving 
the implementation of those policies. The 
European envoy should be appointed in 
cooperation with the European social 
partners with whom he or she will have to 
be in constant contact. The EU SME 
envoy, indeed, will have to ensure the de 
facto implementation of the European 
strategy and the application of the Think 
Small First principle in all EU policies. At 
the same time, national SME envoys need 
to demonstrate that they have established 
a structured ongoing dialogue with the 
most representative national trade 
associations in order to provide a 
contribution, at EU level, based on real 
practical experiences, to reflect as closely 
as possible the real needs of MSMEs.

Or. it

Amendment 77
Isabella Tovaglieri, Marco Campomenosi, Alessandra Basso, Markus Buchheit, Virginie 
Joron, Jean-Lin Lacapelle

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Highlights the importance of 
family -run and family-owned businesses, 
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as the backbone of local economies; they 
create wealth, provide jobs, are locally 
rooted and connected to local 
communities; underlines that family 
businesses make up more than 60% of all 
companies in Europe, they range from 
sole proprietors to large international 
enterprises; big or small, listed or un-
listed, family businesses play a significant 
role in the EU economy.

Or. en

Amendment 78
Kateřina Konečná, Anne-Sophie Pelletier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Calls on the Commission to 
examine the need to introduce a 
European legal framework on franchising 
as many SME companies are franchise 
takers of big multinational companies and 
often faced by an uneven negotiating 
position and suffocating contract 
conditions.

Or. en

Amendment 79
Arba Kokalari

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Regrets the fragmentation of the 
single market for services, preventing 
SMEs in the services sector from fully 
benefitting from the European single 
market; calls on the Commission to 



AM\1210004EN.docx 47/48 PE655.651v01-00

EN

swiftly remove remaining barriers to trade 
affecting the service sector to unlock the 
full potential of the single market;.

Or. en

Amendment 80
Ivan Štefanec, Salvatore De Meo, Barbara Thaler, Christian Doleschal, Deirdre Clune, 
Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Pablo Arias Echeverría, Arba 
Kokalari, Kris Peeters, Romana Tomc, Edina Tóth, Andreas Schwab, Tomislav Sokol

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7b. Points out that midcap companies 
that exceed the criteria of the SME 
definition contribute significantly to 
growth and job creation with in the 
internal market, but receive too little 
support; calls on the Commission to 
consider a revision of the current SMEs 
definition and propose an additional 
separate midcap definition ensuring that 
small midcaps with 250 to 499 employees 
in particular can be better relieved and 
promoted, while making sure that SMEs 
funding is not reduced for those SMEs 
meeting the current criteria.

Or. en

Amendment 81
Brando Benifei, Alex Agius Saliba, Tsvetelina Penkova, Evelyne Gebhardt, Sylvie 
Guillaume, Sven Mikser, Adriana Maldonado López, Maria Grapini, Andreas Schieder, 
Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques, Christel Schaldemose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7b. Welcomes the definition of SMEs 
as defined in Commission 
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Recommendation 2003/361/EC in the 
version of 6 May 2003, and calls therefore 
to maintain this definition in EU 
legislation and to ensure its consistent 
interpretation across Member State. 

Or. en


