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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Report of the mission of the Committee on the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection to Pamplona (Navarra Spain), 11-12 April 2022

1) Introduction - objective of the mission 

This two days mission was authorised by the Bureau on 13 December 2021. The main objective 
was to witness how the local government, businesses and industries have successfully 
adapted to challenges of the digital economy in a cross border region.

2) Composition of the Delegation

The delegation composed of 4 Members was headed by Ms Maria Grapini Vice-Chair of the 
Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).  

NAME POLITICAL GROUP

Maria GRAPINI  (RO)
(Chair of the delegation)

S&D, Group of Progressive Alliance of  Socialists 
and Democrats

Maria da Graça CARVALHO (PT) EPP, Group of the European People's Party

Adriana MALDONADO LÓPEZ (ES) S&D, Group of Progressive Alliance of  Socialists 
and Democrats

Virginie JORON (FR) ID, Identity and Democracy Group   

https://www.facebook.com/pg/IDgroupEP/community/?ref=page_internal
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3) Meeting with the Government of Navarra (11 April) 

The Delegation was welcomed 
with the President of the Navarra 
Government, Ms María Chivite 
and its Vice Presidents Ms Javier 
Remírez and Mr José María 
Aierdi. 

Exchanges of views included the 
active participation of the 
Director of Digital 
Transformation, Mr Guzmán 
Garmendia, the director general 
of Foreign Action, Sergio Pérez 
and the general director of 
Communication and Institutional 
Relations, Miguel Moreno.

The government of Navarra 
presented its long term Digital 
Strategy for 2030 with a focus on 
its infrastructure policies to 
accelerate the digitisation of the 
Navarrese society including 
especially eGovernment efforts 

to provide all essential services to citizens as well as actions for digital education. The green 
transition and government research strategy in the digital and agro-food sectors were also 
discussed.

The European Parliament 
delegation presented an 
overview of existing and 
upcoming European 
legislation in the Digital 
Single Market including 
with some considerations 
on consumer protection 
and sustainability. 
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The Chair of the EP delegation, Maria Grapini (RO) and the President of the local Government 
of Navarra, Ms María Chivite delivered a joint press conference at the end of the meeting. 
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4) Meeting with private and public stakeholders (12 April)

On Tuesday 12 April, the delegation visited three Navarrese high tech “Unicorn” companies 
based in the Navarra region. In addition, the delegation also held a panel discussion with a 
wide panel of stakeholders of the technological research sector with representatives of the 
industry, professional associations and public entities. 

4.1 Visit of Viscofan

The Delegation met José Antonio 
CANALES GARCIA, CEO Viscofan 
Group, Íñigo MARTINEZ IRIARTE, 
General Manager Viscofan 
España SLU, Armando ARES 
MATEO, Chief Investor Relations 
& Corporate Communication 
Officer. The Viscofan Group is the 
world leader in casings for meat 
products which it distributes in 
over 100 countries worldwide. 
Production sites are located in 
Spain, Australia, Brazil, Belgium, 
Canada, China, Czech Republic, 

Germany, Mexico, Serbia, Uruguay and USA.  
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The range of Viscofan products 
available worldwide includes 
Cellulose, Collagen, Fibrous, 
Functional solutions, Plastics, 
Viscofan Veggie, eFAN. 

The specific plant of Caseda that 
was visited by the Delegation 
supports bioengineering 
activities of the firm. Viscofan 
Bioengineering combines natural 
sciences with engineering to 
provide innovative collagen-
based products and new 
solutions for cell biology, tissue 
engineering and regenerative 
medicine. It is also one of the 
plants with the largest co-
generation capacity in the world. 

It is able to co-generate generate 28.3 MW of electricity and in 2021, Viscofan also successfully 
completed the first tests to progressively substitute natural gas used in  their boilers by green 
co-generated hydrogen instead.



PE731.824v01-00 6/11 CM\1255771EN.docx

EN

4.2 Visit of das-Nano
The delegation met with the Co-Founder 
& CEO of Veridas I das-Nano | das-Gate, 
Mr Eduardo Azanza (CEO) and with its 
President Mr Esteban Morras.

Das-Nano is a high technology company 
founded in 2012, it has 40% of its 
activities based in Navarra (Spain). Das-
Nano is well known for the development 
cutting-edge solutions leveraging use of 
terahertz radio frequencies. Its 
customers are major players in the 
automotive, aerospace and research 
materials industries.

During the visit of the Delegation, the 
focus has been on das-Nano activities in 
the field of artificial intelligence (AI) and 
biometric identification/matching 
solutions.

Recently, in the wake of the coronavirus crisis, the demand for biometric and digital 
identification technologies has grown exponentially, which has accelerated the adoption of 

digital services that require 
remote  biometric verification 
or identifications of users. 
Since 2020, with its sister 
company Veridas, das-Nano 
has invested in the 
development of secure 
biometric authentication 
solutions based on AI and 
using face, voice, and 
document recognition 
technologies and which are 
able to work reliably in a 
remote context. The goal of 
das- Nano is to deliver the 
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next generation of safer, easier to use and even more reliable biometric matching and 
identification solutions.

4.3 Exchange of views with a panel of technological research stakeholders

The delegation held a meeting with the president of the Navarra Business Confederation 
(CEN), Juan Miguel Sucunza, the president of the National Center for Technology and Food 
Safety (CNTA), Rafael Pérez, and José Manuel Arreche, Director of Planning Engineering at 
Volkswagen Navarra. 
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After the meeting, the Chair of the Delegation Ms Grapini and Ms Maldonado the Spanish 
MEP of the delegation gave a live interview to Navarra TV . 
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4.4 Visit of Nasertic

The Delegation met the general manager of Nasertic - Mr Iñaki Pinillos, the manager of the High 
Performance Computing centre - Mr Ernesto Ruiz de Galarreta, and the manager of the genome 

sequencing centre - Mr by 
Gonzalo R. Ordoñez 

Nasertic provides high 
technological services in a 
social economy context to 
Public Administrations of 
Navarra.  

The Delegation of the 
IMCO Committee visited 
the genome sequencing 
centre and he High 
Performance Computing 
centre (HPC)

The ultra-modern genome sequencing centre of Nasertic aims to develop the regional 
specialization and the technological capabilities to place the autonomous community of Navarre at 

the head of the leading 
major European regions 
in Personalized Medicine 
in 2030. The Nasertic 
genome sequencing 
Centre is actually also an 
essential tool of the 
government of Navarra 
to meet some of its key 
objectives: to improve 
health, stimulate 
research and innovation 
and encourage economic 
development.
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The High Performance Computing 
centre (HPC) of the Government of 
Navarra is also managed by 
NASERTIC. It is an infrastructure 
designed for use by all public and 
private agents belonging to the wide 
Navarrese research and 
development community. The HPC 
has been designed specifically for AI-
intensive workloads allowing 
artificial intelligence applications to 
be built faster and better. It is key 
accelerator of science and 
engineering for Navarre.

Other key activities of Nasertic include the management and continuous support, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week of key telecom and ICT infrastructures in Navarra. This includes especially high capacity  
and very vast fibber optic and  microwave radio links networks needed to cover the whole Navarra 
territory with an optimal performance,  including and especially on the French border in the remotest 
part of the Navarra territory in the Pyrenean.
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5) Conclusions

The government of Navarra has put in place a wide range policies to develop a sustainable 
digital economy and it has created the right conditions to successfully attract and retain 
talents in the technology sector.  Companies visited are true Unicorns that are on the leading 
edge of their technological segments. They all openly recognized the positive influence and 
supporting role of the Navarra government in their development. 

The cross-border region of 
Navarra in Spain could be a 
possible model of governance 
for other European regions who 
wish to take a similar path. 

The IMCO Committee mission 
to Navarra helped its 
participants complete and fine 
tune their opinions on some of 
key existing and upcoming 
policy fields in the field of the 
digital economy and it will 
contribute to future Committee 
works.


