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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the Committee on International Trade, as the committees responsible, to 
incorporate the following suggestions into their motion for a resolution:

A. whereas an agreement with the UK must ensure a balance of rights and obligations, 
respect the full integrity of the EU’s internal market and customs union, and guarantee a 
level playing field;

1. Strongly reiterates that the Withdrawal Agreement must be fully implemented in all its 
parts by both sides, while this can be a strong indicator of the good faith in which the 
negotiations on the future agreement will be conducted;

2. Believes that it is in the EU’s and UK’s mutual interest to pursue an ambitious, wide-
ranging and balanced relationship through the future agreement;

3. Stresses that all EU Institutions, businesses and citizens should be prepared for a new 
partnership with the UK at the end of the transition period;

Internal market

4. Underlines that the future agreement should include reciprocal arrangements on mutually 
beneficial market access for goods and services, public procurement and recognition of 
professional qualifications;

5. Believes that under no circumstance a third country can have the same rights or enjoy the 
same benefits as a Member State; recalls, therefore, that a balanced, ambitious and wide-
ranging free trade agreement can only be agreed if a level playing field is secured through 
robust commitments;

6. Underlines that dynamic regulatory alignment on the market surveillance of products and 
robust product standards should be an essential and irreplaceable part of any future 
agreement so as to ensure a level playing field for EU businesses and a high level of 
protection for EU consumers through effective market surveillance; underlines that a 
level playing field requires a horizontal mechanism, such as an overall governance 
framework covering all areas of cooperation, to ensure effective implementation, 
enforcement and dispute settlement through adequately resourced domestic authorities 
and effective administrative and judicial proceedings;

7. Recalls that in any event a new agreement will lead to customs checks and verification 
before goods enter the internal market and insists that safeguarding the compliance of 
goods with internal market rules is of the utmost importance; considers that operational 
procedures aimed at safeguarding the internal market for goods and the customs union 
must keep ‘red tape’ to a minimum, especially for SMEs; 

8. Strongly believes that the arrangements should include provisions on market access and 



PE648.346v02-00 4/5 PA\1201946EN.docx

EN

national treatment under host State rules to ensure that EU service providers are treated 
in a non-discriminatory manner by the UK, including with regard to establishment; 
underlines that the new arrangements should allow for the temporary entry and stay of 
EU citizens in the UK for business purposes with the aim of providing services;

9. Stresses that ambitious arrangements should be included to facilitate electronic commerce 
and data flows, to address unjustified barriers to trade by electronic means, and to ensure 
an open, secure and trustworthy online environment for businesses and consumers;

10. Stresses that the public procurement market should remain equally open on both sides, 
provided there is an effective level playing field covering every relevant aspect; regrets 
that the public procurement sector is not mentioned in the UK mandate for the 
negotiations;

Customs

11. Underlines the importance of preserving the integrity of the customs union and its 
procedures, which guarantee the safety of consumers and the economic interests of the 
EU and of EU undertakings; stresses the need for greater investment in customs controls 
facilities at common transit points;

12. Stresses that the full implementation of the arrangements on the Irish border is crucial for 
business, and that Article 12 of the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland concerning the 
application, monitoring and enforcement of the protocol should be implemented in good 
faith;

13. Highlights that any future agreement should establish comprehensive customs 
cooperation mechanisms to facilitate cross-border trade;

14. Underlines that for EU manufacturers and traders the new arrangements in the field of 
customs and other areas should ensure equally beneficial conditions with regard to their 
UK counterparts; 

15. Highlights that it would be highly desirable for the UK to maintain the current product 
classification based on the Integrated Tariff of the European Communities (TARIC) in 
order to keep procedures simplified and to reduce the regulatory burden;

Consumer policy

16. Stresses that the EU consumer protection standards and citizens’ rights under the EU 
acquis must not be negatively affected by any future agreement;

17. Stresses the importance of regulatory cooperation, such as occurs with other third 
countries, in order to tackle non-tariff barriers and to pursue objectives of public interest, 
so as to protect the interests of EU consumers including to ensure a secure and trustworthy 
environment for consumers and businesses online, as well as to combat unfair commercial 
practices.
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