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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recognises that the Industrial Strategy, prepared prior to the outbreak and published at 
an early stage of the pandemic in Europe, will require substantial revision, to reflect the 
change in fundamentals and the new mission of the Von Der Leyen Commission: to 
return economies across the EU to growth and to strengthen all economies, both north 
and south and east and west, to the benefit of citizens and businesses;

2. Calls for the Commission to undertake, together with Members States, a comprehensive 
and cross-sectoral analysis of the economies within the EU, in order to understand the 
depth of impacts felt by the COVID-19 pandemic; considers this an essential evidence 
base in order for the Commission to issue updated recommendations and determine the 
key policies that will act to strengthen the collective long-term recovery within the 
Single Market;

3. Considers that, based upon the comprehensive evidence base, the Commission’s new 
Industrial Strategy should prioritise the economic recovery and citizens' welfare and 
opportunities, so as to underline the common commitment to rebuilding the Single 
Market and delivering benefits for all Member States and their citizens;

4. Stresses that EU industrial competitiveness relies on a fully functioning Single Market 
in Services; underlines that the Commission must consider how to address barriers to 
cross-border services as part of any revised set of priorities;

5. Underlines the importance of sustainability, which is central to plans to develop 
European industry; recalls in this regard the European Council conclusions of 12 
December 2019, highlighting the need to establish a framework for actions that benefits 
all Member States;

6. Recognises that the public and private sector will encounter significant financial 
constraints in the coming years, impacting their ability to support a programme of 
investment, particularly with regard to the Green Deal objectives; expresses concern 
about an unequal pace of development, particularly in less developed parts of the EU, 
where achieving transformation demands far more significant actions; strongly calls on 
the Commission in its revised Industrial Strategy to adopt a model with flexibility and 
support, in order that no one is left behind;

7. Highlights the significant role public procurement plays in shaping the trajectory of 
European industry;

8. Believes that the rules that govern competition in the EU should be further reflected 
upon, so as to be adequate for both the European market and the global economic 
context; in the interim, calls on the Commission to ensure that the temporary 
frameworks approved for state aid do not distort competition within the Single Market 
in the medium to long term;
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9. Emphasises that the Industrial Strategy should support free trade and the EU’s 
commitment to working with our global partners; calls on the Commission to clarify 
how it intends to maintain these commitments while promoting the emergence of global 
leaders originating in Europe; calls on the Commission to further clarify where it 
considers autonomy necessary and in the economic interests of the EU;

10. Recalls that the automotive sector is touched by many of the transformations expected 
in the future economy and has been deeply affected by the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic; considers that the revised Industrial Strategy should foresee particular 
actions for this sector, including appropriate financial support.


