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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that competition policy is vital to strengthening and ultimately completing the 
single market by providing a fair and level playing field for all market participants, 
enabling the growth of innovative businesses, and guaranteeing a high level of 
consumer protection and choice;

2. Notes the changes both businesses and consumers are facing due to the digital 
transformation and welcomes the Commission’s focus on modernising its competition 
policy to adequately tackle serious problems and market failures in the digital sector;

3. Recalls that regulating digital markets constitutes a core responsibility of the Committee 
on Internal Market and Consumer Protection; in this context, highlights the adoption of 
the P2B Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2019/11501) and notes that ex ante regulatory 
intervention will address the gaps in ex post competition law enforcement;

4. Highlights the importance of a few online operators acting as gatekeepers to the digital 
economy, including access to e-commerce markets and the consequences on freedom of 
choice for consumers and access to markets for companies; underlines, therefore, the 
need for an internal market ex ante regulatory instrument to ensure that impacted 
markets remain fair and competitive; looks forward to seeing this instrument in the 
forthcoming Digital Markets Act proposal;

5. Notes that the Vertical Block Exemption Regulation has been inadequately adapted to 
recent market developments, notably the growth of online sales and online platforms; 
welcomes the impact assessment recently launched by the Commission and calls for 
further steps to address the issue;

6. Stresses the importance of clear measures to ensure effective enforcement and 
supervision of competition law at the EU level; underlines that the compliance of 
provisions must be reinforced with effective and proportionate penalties;

7. Calls on the Commission to ensure fair and secure access to data for all market 
participants; notes that it should empower consumers to control their data and provide 
them with additional rights in terms of data portability and interoperability in order to 
ensure that the single market for data is based on European values and fair competition.

1 OJ L 186, 11.7.2019, p. 57.
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