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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that competition policy is vital to strengthening and ultimately completing the 
single market in that it provides a fair and level playing field for all market participants, 
enables the growth of innovative businesses and guarantees a high level of consumer 
protection and choice;

2. Recalls that services represent the largest economic activity in the EU in terms of gross 
added value and that the single market for services lags well behind the single market 
for goods; highlights the need to address the remaining obstacles to the development of 
the single market for services, including through the enforcement of competition rules;

3. Recalls that ensuring the efficient regulation of digital markets constitutes a core 
responsibility of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
(IMCO); highlights, in this context, the adoption of IMCO’s report on the Digital 
Markets Act (DMA) and notes that ex ante regulatory intervention aims to address the 
gaps in ex post competition law enforcement;

4. Underlines that current merger control rules are not fit for dealing with so-called ‘killer 
acquisitions’ by dominant players in digital markets; stresses the fact that ‘killer 
acquisitions’ may also affect the contestability and fairness of the digital single market 
and therefore should be assessed by the Commission in the framework of the DMA, as 
set out in IMCO’s report;

5. Notes that the consumer Internet of Things (IoT) sector will expand significantly in the 
coming years but recognises that shortcomings still exist in this sector, such as the lack 
of interoperability between various IoT products and/or services, which could reduce 
competition and consumer choice; welcomes the Commission’s sector inquiry into the 
IoT and calls on the Commission to take further action regarding standards, data 
portability and access;

6. Notes that the Vertical Block Exemption Regulation1 and related Vertical Guidelines2 
have been inadequately adapted for recent market developments, notably the growth of 
online sales and online platforms; highlights that there are outstanding concerns 
regarding the automobile sector, where manufacturers are competing directly with the 
distribution network by modifying the contractual terms of the vertical distribution 
relationship, thereby placing them at a competitive disadvantage and driving small and 
medium-sized enterprises out of the market;

7. Notes the continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the EU economy and the 
risks and opportunities it poses to the internal market; welcomes the Commission’s 

1 Commission Regulation (EU) No 330/2010 of 20 April 2010 on the application of Article 101(3) of the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union to categories of vertical agreements and concerted practices (OJ L 
102, 23.4.2010, p. 1).
2 OJ C 130, 19.5.2010, p. 1.
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decision to prolong the temporary framework for State aid until 30 June 2022, but 
highlights that these measures should remain in place until gross domestic product and 
employment return to pre-pandemic levels;

8. Calls on the Commission to adapt competition rules and ensure their enforcement in the 
energy sector to facilitate the creation of industrial giants capable of competing in 
global markets and to protect the security of energy supplies in the European Union, 
thus reducing price volatility and combating the rise in energy prices, which accounts 
for around half of the increase in the inflation rate;

9. Highlights the importance of tackling foreign subsidies that are distorting the EU’s 
internal market and welcomes the proposed regulation on foreign subsidies, which is 
relevant in cases where, for example, a subsidised company intends to participate in EU 
public procurement procedures.


