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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that competition is key to a well-functioning single market and economy and 
creates incentives for variety in products, lower prices, higher standards, innovation and 
better services for the consumer;

2. Notes that the removal of State aid limits due to the COVID-19 crisis and now Russia’s 
war of aggression against Ukraine have led to Member States providing different 
amounts of support to the same sectors; underlines that this has led to a playing field 
that is not level for the same industries within the single market; calls on the 
Commission to seek ways to counterbalance this problem;

3. Asks the Commission to ensure that the Digital Markets Act (DMA)1 and the Digital 
Services Act (DSA)2 are fully enforced and that sufficient Commission staff and 
resources are assigned for this task; asks the Member States, furthermore, to second 
additional staff and national experts to the Commission for this task;

4. Welcomes the revision of the Vertical Block Exemption Regulation (VBER)3; 
encourages the Commission to continue to ensure that selective distribution agreements 
and other technical issues, such as national model numbers and serial numbers, are not 
abused to limit the free flow of goods across national borders and to prevent consumers 
from comparing goods available in other Member States;

5. Believes that consolidation within the telecommunications and internet service 
providers sector could have a significant negative effect on competition within the 
Union, as it could develop into a monopolistic market, and that the Commission should 
be vigilant about this; notes, moreover, that mergers between internet service providers, 
media content broadcasters and streaming providers could create incentives to abuse a 
dominant position, which would have a negative effect on consumers; underlines that 
competition policy must support net neutrality and prevent all attempts to undermine it;

6. Notes that competition is global by nature; encourages the Commission, therefore, to 
use all tools provided for in the Union’s trade agreements and the Union’s Customs 
Code4 to counter unfair commercial trading practices and competition from non-EU 
companies which could affect the single market; asks the Commission to look into 

1 Regulation (EU) 2022/1925 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 September 2022 on 
contestable and fair markets in the digital sector and amending Directives (EU) 2019/1937 and (EU) 2020/1828 
(Digital Markets Act) (OJ L 265, 12.10.2022, p. 1).
2 Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 October 2022 on a Single 
Market For Digital Services and amending Directive 2000/31/EC (Digital Services Act) (OJ L 277, 27.10.2022, 
p. 1).
3 Commission Regulation (EU) 2022/720 of 10 May 2022 on the application of Article 101(3) of the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the European Union to categories of vertical agreements and concerted practices (OJ L 134, 
11.5.2022, p. 4).
4 Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 October 2013 laying down 
the Union Customs Code (recast) (OJ L 269, 10.10.2013, p. 1).

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.277.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A277%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.277.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A277%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.277.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A277%3ATOC
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2013/952/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2013/952/oj
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international agreements and State aid rules in order to seek suitable solutions;

7. Notes that consumers are facing rising energy prices in general, while the number of 
energy producers in some markets has collapsed; asks the Commission to help ensure 
the availability of a choice of providers for consumers;

8. Observes that the uptake of electric vehicles will lead to higher electricity consumption 
in the future and new ways of consumers ‘fuelling’ their vehicles; asks the Commission 
and Member States to ensure competition and price transparency between energy 
providers for electric vehicle charging stations; notes that a lack of competition may 
lead to consumers paying higher rates than necessary to charge their vehicles;

9. Notes the risks of anti-competitive behaviour in the roll-out of artificial intelligence 
(AI), which could impact the market; notes at the same time the benefits to consumers 
of AI solutions, should they reach their pro-competitive potential; calls on the 
Commission to consider these risks, the likelihood of them materialising and how they 
can be solved, and include any relevant conclusions in the Union’s competition rules;

10. Recalls that services represent the largest economic sector in the European Union and 
have still not yet reached their competitive potential and the level of the single market 
for goods; believes that the work to remove remaining obstacles should be accelerated 
and a single market for services fully established;

11. Notes with satisfaction that an agreement has been reached on a regulation on foreign 
subsidies distorting the internal market; calls on the Commission and the Member States 
to ensure full implementation of this new EU instrument to ensure a level playing field5.

5 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on foreign subsidies distorting the 
internal market (COM/2021/223 final).

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0223
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0223

