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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1.  Welcomes the adoption of the Action Plan for implementing key recommendations on 

trade prepared by the EU, and therefore urges the Commission to launch negotiations with 

Moldova without further delay on including the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade 

Area (DCFTA) as an integral part of the Association Agreement, in order to promote full 

political and economic integration of Moldova with the EU and to enable Moldova to 

attract foreign investment and become more productive in order to end its dependence on 

remittances and make the transition to an export-competitive market economy; recognises, 

nevertheless, that Moldova should first demonstrate that it has enough capacity to adapt its 

legal and economic structures to the demands of trade integration with the EU; 

2. Welcomes the stable and progressive cooperation on the part of Moldova in the ongoing 

negotiations on the Association Agreement (AA) and on the various elements of 

cooperation, including foreign and security policy, energy cooperation, human rights and 

trade, which has led to the successful and timely closure of most chapters of the 

negotiations; 

3. Notes the positive impact the autonomous trade preferences granted to Moldova in 2008 

have had on the country’s exports; regrets the fact that their use has been hampered by the 

differences in standards between the two parties; considers that Moldova needs to 

continue to encourage faster economic development and European integration; 

4. Calls, therefore, for an ambitious and fair negotiating agenda to be drawn up for the 

DCFTA, focusing on removing deterrents to bilateral trade and investment, namely legal 

and regulatory differences in technical, sanitary and phyto-sanitary standards, and on the 

remaining tasks regarding Moldova’s financial system and competition law; welcomes in 

this regard the progress already achieved by Moldova in the areas of company law, 

consumer protection, customs, economic dialogue, financial services, management of 

public finances and energy cooperation, which are covered by the AA negotiations with 

the EU; 

5. Draws attention to the positive multi-country initiatives undertaken as part of the Eastern 

Partnership, in particular the Comprehensive Institution-Building Programme and customs 

cooperation measures; 

6. Highlights the need for Moldova to pursue further domestic reforms, thereby enhancing its 

business and investment climate, and to solve internal issues impeding economic and trade 

relations with the EU, such as the fact that the country has no President and the dispute 

over Transnistria; 

7. Encourages the ongoing Visa Dialogue, and hopes that a visa-free regime, which would 

further integrate Moldovans into the EU, can be established quickly; 
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