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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Realises that trade relations between the EU and Central Asia are limited, but insists on 

the importance of strengthening relations between the EU and Central Asia and looks to 

the EU and the countries of Central Asia to make full use of the potential the partnership 

offers; 

2. Supports the conclusions of the OECD Central Asia Competitiveness Outlook of January 

2011 and is especially concerned about the human rights and labour rights situation and 

the lack of support for civil society in Central Asian countries, and about the educational 

system, SMEs, landownership reforms and the region’s investment policies, which need 

to be better spread across the economy, being centred at present on the energy and mining 

sectors; 

3. Welcomes the fact that EU trade with Central Asia (in particular EU exports) has grown 

considerably since 2000 (+156%), as compared to Russian trade with the region (+82%), 

but warns against complacency since Chinese trade with Central Asia has grown by 

750% during the same period; 

4. Insists on the need to continue the efforts to democratise and modernise the political 

system, encouraging each country in its commitment to transition and reform; calls for 

development and bilateral cooperation on human rights, economic diversification, 

development of a sustainable energy sector and improved transportation links to connect 

Caspian resources to the European market; 

5. Calls for the continuation of the efforts to modernise the public education sector, which 

shall be free and accessible to all, including business education, within the wider context 

of supporting the build-up of a civil society based on stable human and labour rights in all 

countries in the region; considers that the Commission should cooperate more closely 

with Central Asian countries in the planning and implementation of education system 

reforms; encourages the EU to provide educational grants and scholarships for students 

from Central Asia to study at European universities; stresses that it is essential also to 

promote processes to ensure the participation of women and their access to the job 

market; 

6. Is of the opinion that promotion of SMEs is one of the elements needed for the 

development of the countries concerned and that the EU should give this higher priority 

in its assistance to SMEs under the EIB’s mandate for Central Asia and relax visa 

requirements for people travelling from Central Asia on business and higher education, 

while promoting labour, environmental and corporate social responsibility standards; 

considers also that practices which discriminate against European industries should be 

avoided, including in the key sector of public procurement, and that full cooperation with 

local SMEs, beneficial to the economic development and diversification of the area, 

should be promoted; 
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7. Calls on the Commission and the European External Action Service to ensure a strong 

presence of economy and trade specialists in EU Delegations in the five Central Asian 

states; 

8. Encourages the Commission to provide qualified technical assistance and advice to 

Central Asian countries with the aim of boosting their economic and administrative 

capacities and thus bolster local and regional authorities, create a firmer economic fabric 

and better integrate those countries into the world trading system; 

9. Is aware of the fact that regional integration among the countries of Central Asia is low; 

calls on the Commission to design differentiated trade strategies for each of the five 

Central Asia countries, according to their specific needs, and to foster intra-regional 

integration; 

10. Believes structural reform aimed at a market economy and the development of a sound 

legal framework for foreign investment are not only vital for the economic development 

of the region but will also facilitate integration into the world economy and accession to 

the WTO; calls on the Central Asian states to follow the lead of the Kyrgyz Republic and 

implement all the reforms necessary for accession to the WTO; 

11. Understands WTO membership for all Central Asian countries to be a promising way of 

improving their economies and integrating them better into the global trading system, as 

well as a precondition for closer trade and investment relations with the EU; 

12. Calls on the Commission and the Council to remain firm regarding the customs union 

between Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus, ensuring it will respect its international 

commitments and act in the spirit of upcoming WTO membership; 

13. Encourages European investments aimed at the diversification of Central Asian 

economies and the introduction of modern, innovative technologies for manufacturing 

value added goods; 

14. Welcomes the Council decision to mandate the Commission to negotiate an enhanced 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement and hopes the agreement will reflect the 

importance of the trade relationship between the EU and Kazakhstan, but will also of 

course strengthen cooperation on democracy, human rights and rule of law; 

15. Takes note of the EU-Central Asia Rule of Law Initiative and calls for an adequate follow 

up so it moves from an initiative step to an actual implementation phase; 

16. Insists that the EU should strongly promote good governance, respect for the rule of law, 

human rights, democratisation and the fight against corruption as the key elements of its 

dialogue with these countries; 

17. Calls on the Commission and the Council to give high priority to the fight against 

corruption, since at present the elite (and not the population as a whole) are profiting 

most from EU assistance and trade; 

18. Believes that cooperation and trade in raw materials, and especially in rare earth, should 
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become a priority issue in EU-Central Asia relations; stresses the importance of 

maintaining a partnership with the countries in the area based on the exchange of raw 

materials for European technologies and know-how; 

19. Calls for environmental sustainability to be a basic standard for all future actions 

involving investment in the region; 

20. Reiterates the economic and political importance of improving access to energy resources 

in Central Asia; emphasises in this regard the great significance the Nabucco pipeline has 

for diversification of the European Union’s energy supply; 

21. Stresses the geostrategic importance Central Asia has for the EU, representing a bridge to 

China as well as to Afghanistan and the Middle East and being the source of significant 

energy imports for the EU; 

22. Believes that the future EU-Central Asia strategy should learn lessons from the reform of 

the European Neighbourhood policy, in terms of differentiation, people-to-people contact 

and paying increased attention to democracy and human rights, and should also take into 

account the broader geopolitical context including Mongolia and Afghanistan. 
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