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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Notes the importance of the external dimension of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP); 

considers that the EU, as one of the biggest players in fisheries and the largest market for 

fish imports, has both the duty and the leverage to actively promote best practices in 

fisheries management, particularly with a view to protecting the livelihoods and interests 

of small fishermen and protecting biodiversity and the environment across the globe; 

2. Maintains that the EU should establish a stronger presence in international and regional 

fisheries organisations; insists on the key role of the Regional Fisheries Management 

Organisations (RFMOs), and stresses the need to improve their functioning and decision-

making; invites the EU to actively promote enhanced compliance by parties with a view to 

strengthened sustainability; underlines the need to increase the role of the Regional 

Advisory Committees (RACs), which have a substantial practical knowledge of fish; 

3. Encourages the Commission to lead the way and engage with other major importers with a 

view to eradicating Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) fishing; emphasises that 

the concept of market state responsibility needs to be more fully developed as a means of 

closing down the markets for IUU fish products; believes that the EU must urgently 

discuss with other major market states, including but not limited to the US, Japan and 

China, how to cooperate among themselves, establish effective traceability mechanisms, 

and, as rapidly as possible, develop international legal instruments that could halt, 

prosecute and punish trade in IUU fish, in line with the rules of the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) and within the framework of the UN system; 

4. Welcomes the Commission’s commitment to a new generation of Sustainable Fisheries 

Agreements (SFAs); underlines the importance of their economic, social and 

environmental impact assessments; stresses the need to make respect for human rights a 

necessary condition in the SFAs and to ensure respect by partner countries of the core 

labour standards of the International Labour Organisation (ILO);  

5. Recalls its resolution on corporate social responsibility (CSR) in international trade 

agreements1; believes that CSR principles should be incorporated into the SFAs; calls in 

this respect on the Commission to assess the existing multi-stakeholder initiatives 

focusing on sustainable fishing practices (such as the Aquaculture Stewardship Council 

and the Marine Stewardship Council), and to support these initiatives; 

6. Underlines that serious and systematic infringement by a partner country of the objectives 

adopted by RFMOs or any international arrangements to which the EU is party concerning 

the conservation and management of fishery resources can lead to a temporary withdrawal 

of preferential tariffs; calls on the Commission to regularly report to Parliament on the 

implementation of the provisions related to fisheries conservation and management 

included in its proposal for the revised scheme of generalised tariff preferences (GSP); 

                                                 
1 P7_TA(2010)0446 
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7. Emphasises that transparency is an essential element of sustainable fisheries management 

and is vital for matching consumer demand with adequate information; stresses the need 

for the ex ante evaluation of bilateral agreements, including scientific stock assessments, 

so as to determine their sustainability; calls on the Commission to ensure that high 

sustainability standards are applied to EU vessels also when fishing in third-country 

waters; 

8. Acknowledges the gains in synergy arising from coherence between different EU policies; 

welcomes the Commission’s proposals for trade-related measures such as import 

restrictions on fish and fishery products to be applied to countries allowing non-

sustainable fishing while ensuring their compatibility with the rules of the World Trade 

Organisation;  

9. Recalls that due to the different legislations of many of the EU’s trade partners, the issue 

of rules of origin and their cumulation is a controversial and sensitive subject in trade 

negotiations; calls on the Commission, therefore, to give specific consideration to the 

matter and to negotiate balanced solutions which do not penalise the EU fishery sectors; 

10. Notes the importance of the negotiations in the WTO on subsidy discipline in the fisheries 

sector, and calls on the EU to play a more active role in these discussions; 
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