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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 

Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Regards the efficient and sustainable use and allocation of resources as a key element of 

the European Union’s industrial policy which should also inform its external relations 

now and in the future; believes, in this regard, that trade in environmental goods and 

services is an instrument of sustainable economic and social development, to the benefit 

of both trade and the environment; 

2. Underlines that decoupling economic growth from resource consumption is essential to 

improve Europe’s competitiveness and reduce its resource dependency; 

3. Has clearly ascertained that the intensive use of global resources, particularly non-

renewable ones, is dangerous for the planet and also threatens the security of energy 

supplies; 

4. Notes that a fair, open and non-discriminatory multilateral trading system and 

environmental protection should be mutually reinforcing and should benefit local 

communities, provided that multilateral trade rules are reformed in order to better respond 

to environmental challenges and basic human needs; 

5. Welcomes the work carried out in the course of the World Trade Organisation’s Doha 

Round of trade negotiations on the reduction or elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers 

to trade in environmental goods and services, and strongly encourages the Parties to 

continue to work – independently of the future of the Doha Round – towards a clear 

definition of environmental goods and services, that would include corporate social 

responsibility, EU environmental standards and fair trade principles; 

6. Points out that the upcoming Rio +20 Earth Summit could be an important forum to 

discuss the issues of resource efficiency and sustainable development; believes that a new 

set of sustainable development goals (SDGs) could fill the MDG gaps and could become a 

powerful successor global project that recognises the inextricable links between the 

environment and every dimension of development; urges the EU and its Member States to 

play a decisive and positive role at this conference in order to meet the challenges of 

establishing an inclusive and green economy on a global scale; 

7. Believes that, in the context and run-up to the Rio +20 conference, a new and reinforced 

debate that involves all UN member states, civil society and trade unions, in particular on 

the effectiveness of the voluntary character of corporate social responsibility, is needed; 

8. Stresses that a fair opening-up of global markets to environmental goods and services, 

encouraging sustainable consumption, creates export opportunities, new jobs related to the 

diffusion of new green technologies, innovation and competitiveness, leads to lower 

prices, higher quality and greater consumer choice; 
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9. Asks the Commission to incorporate issues related to raw materials, such as (a) export 

limits and (b) investment aspects to a greater extent in current and future negotiations 

carried out by the EU on a bilateral or multilateral basis;  

10. Calls for the development of an SME-friendly standard for the use of resources based on 

ISO 26000 and concepts such as the Global Compact;  

11. Welcomes the focus on green public procurement (GPP) in the EU’s Resource Efficiency 

Roadmap, which is placing additional requirements on products and projects with a 

significant environmental impact; calls on the Commission to work towards more 

stringent rules for resource-efficient procurement, including within the WTO’s plurilateral 

Government Procurement Agreement (GPA); 

12. Welcomes the EU’s Fuel Quality Directive (FQD) as an important step in a life-cycle 

approach to resource consumption and insists that, in the implementation of the FQD, 

suppliers apply a separate default value for tar sands; 

13. Is concerned about the distorting effect that fossil energy subsidies have on world trade, 

their impact on climate and their cost to the public purse; welcomes the G20’s 

commitment to phase out these subsidies; calls on the EU to assume international 

leadership on this matter and calls on the Commission to come up swiftly with proposals 

for a timetable to phase out these subsidies in the EU; reiterates Parliament’s request that 

the Commission and Member States inform it about loans granted by export credit 

agencies and the European Investment Bank to projects that have a negative impact on the 

climate; 

14. Reasserts that all current bilateral and regional European trade agreements need to include 

an ambitious chapter on sustainability, as in the case of the most recent Free Trade 

Agreements of the European Union with the Republic of Korea, Colombia and Peru, and 

Central America; considers that the chapters on social and environmental sustainability 

should be placed on an equal footing with the commercial aspects of the deal and 

therefore calls on the Commission to make these chapters subject to the dispute settlement 

provisions of future FTAs; 

15. Considers that including tariff preferences for environmental products and services 

produced in a socially responsible way in the Generalised System of Preferences could 

generate added value in the area of the European Union’s trade with developing countries 

and act as a further incentive to achieve the objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy and the 

EU’s long-term climate and energy goals; 

16. Emphasises that increases in resource productivity represent a factor of competitiveness 

for EU industrial policy, that resource efficiency is a key ally in significantly reducing 

consumption and dependency on energy imports, and that technologies for efficiency 

create development opportunities in many third countries, including developing countries. 
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