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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1.  Notes that ongoing smart fiscal consolidation is likely to result in scarcity of budgetary 

resources for the year in 2013; in this regard, expresses its willingness to identify both 

positive and negative priorities, as called for in paragraph 4 of the Parliament's report on 

the mandate for the trilogue on the 2013 Draft Budget, that, while allowing for fiscal 

consolidation, will foster sustainable growth; 

2.  Believes that the external dimension of the EU must remain a key priority of the EU 

budget, reflecting the EU2020 strategy, and that growth coming from international trade 

under the Commission´s Section III Title 19 devoted to the external actions and Title 20 

devoted to the trade policy of the budget should be supported as much as other sources of 

growth under heading 1; 

3.  Considers that the budget for 2013 should feature slight increases for the funding for the 

Macro financial assistance, the external trade relations, the Aid for Trade and the DCI, 

provided that, as a principle of sound financial management, the budgetary authority 

should first seek to fund these increases with reallocations and transfers from other areas 

of spending with less added value; stresses, however, that increases in funding for Aid for 

Trade should not come at the expense of development funds; 

4.  Stresses, in reaction to proposals for the draft budget, that the budgetary articles covering 

ICI/ICI+ and "cooperation with developing countries other than development assistance" 

should not be affected by budgetary cuts, in order to facilitate a smooth transition of these 

budget lines to the broader Partnership Instrument from 2014 onwards; 

5. Supports the inclusion in the budget 2013's lines on trade relations and its administrative 

support expenditure of the funding for reviewing the EU trade policy strategy in line with 

the EU2020 strategy and for achieving the objective of reducing the time gap between 

conclusion of trade negotiations and the subsequent signature of that agreement; 

6.  Calls for an expansion of the existing projects of Internationalisation of the European 

SMEs to cover new priority markets, pending assessment of the implementation of centres 

already existing in several Asian countries; expects further actions to be taken in the 

course of 2013 to implement the coordination platform for the EU businesses which is 

already part of the EU budget 2012;  

7.  Supports the extension into 2013 of the preparatory action ‘Euromed innovation 

entrepreneurs for change’ and the raise the budget lines related to European 

Neighbourhood overall, on the condition that the funding is used to promote sustainable 

economic development, deepened regional co-operation, a decrease in unemployment and 

a rise in living standards for the population as a whole; 

8.  Is concerned about Parliament's and civil society's capacities to adequately monitor the 

growing complexity and proliferation of bilateral EU trade negotiations and therefore 
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supports the proposal for a Pilot Project to establish an umbrella organization ("Trade 

Watch") gathering systematically the independent analytical knowledge needed for 

Parliamentarians to implement Parliament's prerogatives to supply a timely and informed 

consent to EU trade agreements; 

9.  Regrets the decision of the Commission to disregard the wish of the Parliament as 

expressed in the budget exercise 2011 to promote Fair Trade by extending the budget line 

under Article 20 02 01 under the sub-heading "Actions aiming to strengthen the capacity 

of developing countries to participate in the world trading system" and asks for the re-

introduction of actions specifically designated to promote Fair Trade in the Budget 2013, 

with an appropriate budget allocation; 
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