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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Development, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Supports the Commission’s proposal to differentiate its aid for trade and to focus its 

efforts on the countries most in need, especially the least developed countries (LDCs) and 

low-income countries; 

2. Considers that, in view of the transformation in the structure of international trade and of 

North-South trade, ownership of aid programmes by the beneficiary countries, together 

with transparency, accountability and sufficient resources, are crucial factors contributing 

to their effectiveness and success, the aim being to reduce disparities in wealth, share 

prosperity and achieve regional integration; also considers it crucial that the design and 

monitoring of these programmes systematically involve national, regional and local 

institutions, as well as civil society and provide for oversight by the donors; 

3. Calls on the Commission to take better account of new challenges posed by development 

aid through trade, such as the differentiation of levels of development, support for local 

production and the diversification thereof, and the promotion of social and environmental 

standards; 

4. Encourages developing countries to incorporate the goal of sustainable economic 

development into all their national policies, strategies and initiatives, with a view to 

diversifying their economies; asks the Commission to work on building up governments’ 

capacity to incorporate sustainable economic development into their national trade 

strategies and programmes; 

5. Considers that sustainable economic development strategies should, among other things, 

provide for: 

 – participation of the private sector in the real economy; 

 – regional cohesion and integration of markets through cross-border cooperation; 

 – the development of open and fair trade, embedded in a rules-based multilateral trade 

framework; 

6. Recalls the importance of investment aimed at creating, developing and strengthening key 

port, transport, energy and telecommunications infrastructure, and in particular cross-

border infrastructure; 

7. Urges countries in receipt of trade development aid also to mobilise their own domestic 

resources, including budgetary revenue through proper collection of taxes and human 

capital; calls on the Commission to provide support, where countries derive income from 

the exploitation of natural resources, for the transparent and sustainable management of 

these resources; emphasises the need to establish full transparency regarding payments 
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made to governments by European enterprises; calls on the Commission to support 

sustainable industrialisation strategies in developing countries, aimed at trading in value-

added products; 

8. Considers that the EU’s trade and investment development aid tools, in particular the 

revised Generalised Scheme of Preferences and the economic partnership agreements, are 

effective; stresses nonetheless that trade aid cannot be reduced to these instruments alone; 

reminds the EU of its aim for its total aid budget to be 0.7 % of GNI by 2015; urges the 

Commission to increase the share of its total aid budget that is allocated to technical 

assistance, including the field of standardisation; calls on the EU to display greater 

consistency in the implementation of its trade, agricultural, environmental, energy and 

development policies; 

9. Considers it essential that European development aid through trade policies incorporate all 

aspects of innovation – financial as well as technological and organisational innovation – 

on the basis of best practices; 

10. Recommends that the Commission negotiate the inclusion of actually enforceable human 

rights provisions in all future bilateral trade and cooperation agreements, in order 

genuinely to contribute to a rights-based approach to development; 

11. Stresses the importance of decent wage levels and decent safety at work standards for a 

sustainable global trade system and new global production chains; reminds the 

Commission, in this connection, of its communication ‘Promoting Decent Work for All’; 

12. Urges all donors – public and private – to coordinate their actions more and to adjust them 

in line with current funds, particularly given the current situation with regard to budget 

cuts; recalls that the BRICS countries are now both aid beneficiaries and donors; calls on 

them to cooperate with the EU so their experience can be shared and their actions 

optimised, and to accept more responsibilities vis-à-vis the less developed countries and 

within the donor community; expresses concern at the proliferation of tied aid practices 

and urges the developed countries and the major emerging countries to avoid resorting to 

such practices; 

13. Hopes to see, for the sake of consistency in the policies conducted by the EU, greater 

collaboration between the different Commission and EEAS services, and the three 

institutions of the Commission, the Council and the European Parliament; 

14. Emphasises that, given the size of their share of international trade, European companies, 

their subsidiaries and subcontractors play a key role in the promotion and dissemination of 

social and labour standards worldwide; considers that European companies which relocate 

their production to countries with less stringent social obligations should be held liable, 

including before European courts, for any damage and negative externalities affecting 

local populations; 

15. Urges the Commission to improve coherence between its trade policy and its development 

objectives, ensuring that provisions contained in trade agreements with developing 

countries do not hinder access for all to water, land and other essential natural resources, 

do not impede the development of public services and local SMEs’ access to public 
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procurement opportunities; 

16. Asks the Commission and all donors to seek out innovative types of development funding 

and partnerships; recalls, in this connection, that public-private partnerships, microcredits, 

profits from financial transaction taxes and peer-to-peer lending can also contribute to 

advancing development through trade; supports, inter alia, the establishment of South-

South and three-way partnerships; recommends better coordination of development 

projects funded by regional development banks and the World Bank/International Finance 

Corporation, and more widespread use of interregional funding schemes such as the EU-

Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund; recommends encouraging recipient countries to establish 

fair, transparent and comprehensive national tax systems in order to ensure a sustainable 

source of financial resources;  

17. Considers that the criteria for evaluating development through trade and investment 

policies and programmes should include statistics not only on growth and trade, but also 

on the number of jobs created and improvements in the quality of life for people living in 

developing countries, in terms of human, social, cultural and environmental development. 
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