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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, as 

the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Welcomes the Commission communication, which provides a timely analysis of the 

current situation and the progress achieved in external aviation policy since 2005, as well 

as of the challenges facing the EU’s aviation sector in an extremely competitive global 

aviation market; 

2. Underlines the vital role of the aviation sector to the EU economy, especially in terms of 

growth and jobs, since this industry supports over 5 million European jobs and accounts 

for 2.4 % of the EU’s GDP, also contributing to the Union’s connectivity with the rest of 

the world; stresses the need to maintain a strong and competitive EU aviation sector; 

3. Supports the Commission’s proposals for safeguarding free and fair competition in 

relations and agreements with third countries and developing more effective new trade 

defence instruments that are better suited to dealing with unfair practices such as 

discrimination, inconsistent application of the regulatory framework, and lack of 

transparency in financial reporting by companies, which can lead to market distortions; 

4. Invites the Member States, the Commission and the airlines to enhance the role of regional 

airports across the EU, for example in the Mediterranean and at the Union’s eastern 

borders, in creating airport infrastructures with a view to facilitating flows of passengers 

and goods and thus strengthening economic and trade relations with third countries, while 

also creating more employment opportunities; 

5. Welcomes the Commission’s initiative of introducing a ‘fair competition’ clause into 

existing air services agreements between Member States and third countries, and urges 

that clauses of this type be included in every aviation agreement concluded between the 

EU and European neighbourhood countries or key partners; 

6. Calls on the EU to play a leading role within ICAO in order to establish an international 

agreement for a global emissions trading system that addresses GHG emissions from 

international aviation and also includes China, India and other emerging economies 

besides the US; also urges the EU to strengthen the international legal framework for civil 

aviation as regards the safety and sustainability of air transport;  

7. Deplores the fact that the Russian Federation has failed to respect and apply its 

international commitments, and calls for an end to the unfair practice of imposing fees on 

European airlines flying over Russian territory; 

8. Calls for increased cooperation and coordination between the Commission and the 

Member States when negotiating air services agreements with key partners, in order to 

increase the EU’s leverage and its chances of accessing new markets; 

9. Underlines the need to fully achieve the objectives set out in the air transport agreements 
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with key partners, in particular the US and Canada, including the removal of restrictions 

on foreign ownership and control of airlines; calls for action to overcome the ongoing 

imbalance between EU airlines’ ability to undertake cabotage in the US market and US 

airlines’ ability to do so in Europe; points out that international cross-investment helps 

boost the economic vitality of the aviation sector, and urges the Commission to foster an 

international legal environment conducive to expansion in and support for such 

investment, as well as promoting an active policy aimed at establishing standards and best 

practices for international investment;  

10. Supports the Commission’s proposals to finalise ongoing negotiations with partner 

countries, in particular Brazil, Australia, and New Zealand, complete negotiations for EU-

level aviation agreements with all neighbouring countries by 2015, and open EU-level 

negotiations with certain key partners, notably Russia, China, Japan, certain Gulf 

countries, Turkey, ASEAN and India; also supports closer coordination within the EU by 

means of strengthening European airlines and European hubs.  
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