
 

AD\937275EN.doc  PE506.365v02-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

  

 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014 

 

Committee on International Trade 
 

2013/2017(BUD) 

29.5.2013 

OPINION 

of the Committee on International Trade 

for the Committee on Budgets 

on 2014 Budget - Mandate for the Trilogue 

(2013/2017(BUD)) 

Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný 



 

PE506.365v02-00 2/5 AD\937275EN.doc 

EN 

PA_NonLeg 



 

AD\937275EN.doc 3/5 PE506.365v02-00 

 EN 

SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

1. Stresses that the European Union’s budget should take into account the priorities defined 

for the common commercial policy as part of the EU2020 strategy; calls for the 

Commission to use part of the funding under Title 20 – Trade of Section III of the 2014 

EU budget for the review of the EU’s trade policy strategy, if the review is not carried out 

in 2013; 

2. Maintains that the EU, as major trade player, must do its utmost to help shore up the 

multilaterally constructed World Trade System by drawing up new proposals and taking 

concrete initiatives; considers, therefore, that the Commission must have all the capacity 

necessary to carry out this task; 

3. Recalls the EU’s renewed commitments to promoting the internationalisation and 

competitiveness of SMEs; recognises the need to increase the efficiency of existing tools 

in that area and calls on the Commission to act swiftly in implementing the pilot project 

aiming at creating a business internationalisation platform; 

4. Emphasises that the European Neighbourhood Policy should continue to provide adequate 

trade-related technical support and assistance to our partners, especially those countries in 

the Eastern Partnership which are about to sign or conclude deep and comprehensive free 

trade agreements with the EU as well as the post-Arab-Spring countries; 

5. Believes that increased resources should be provided to ensure that the Commission has 

the capacity to negotiate, check and translate its trade agreements as quickly as possible; 

notes that this increase is all the more vital given that the EU’s bilateral agenda has 

recently been expanded to cover further key bilateral trade negotiations (e.g. with the US 

and Japan), which, given their ambitious scope and their potential to generate growth in 

the EU, justify the allocation of additional resources to the Commission; 

6. Stresses that correcting the discrepancy between the EU’s expanding trade negotiating 

agenda and its limited resources in the current climate of budgetary constraints could first 

and foremost be solved by adequate resources and staff reallocation within the 

Commission; 

7. Warns that the EU’s objectives of enhancing trade inclusiveness and international 

economic cooperation and stability must be reflected in the budgetary allocations for Aid 

for Trade, the Partnership Instrument and the Instrument for Macro-Financial Assistance; 

therefore opposes any decrease in the allocation for the European Globalisation 

Adjustment Fund; calls for resources to be better targeted and used more effectively; 

supports, in this regard, the allocation of specific funds to compensate losses suffered by 

developing countries in specific economic sectors as a result of signing a free trade 

agreement with the EU; 

8. Calls on the Commission to involve Parliament in a more effective way when it comes to 
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the implementation of proposals which stem from Parliament (i.e. changes to the scope of 

budget lines, or preparatory actions and pilot projects) so as to ensure that more account is 

taken of the spirit of Parliament’s ideas and that Parliament is able to scrutinise their 

implementation. 
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