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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 

Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 

for a resolution: 

1. Notes the decline of Europe’s industrial sector which, chiefly as a result of changes in the 

global industrial landscape, has shed 3 million jobs and suffered a 10% fall in production 

since 2008 despite the fact that it is one of the main drivers of growth in Europe; calls on 

the Commission to implement without delay a sustainable joint long-term strategy 

founded on promoting and developing industry and making it more attractive, using 

specific instruments with a view to maintaining its competitiveness on a global scale; 

points out that the Union’s trade policy is of critical importance for industry; 

 

2. Welcomes the important political signal conveyed by the Commission in its request that 

the share of the industrial sector in GDP be raised to 20% by 2020; stresses, however, that 

this target will only be realistic if it is underpinned by appropriate measures; 

 

3. Calls on the Commission to honour its commitment to produce indicators for monitoring 

and evaluating the process of re-industrialisation; stresses that these indicators must be not 

only quantitative but also qualitative so as to ensure that this process is sustainable and 

compatible with protection of the environment; 

 

4. Regrets that the Commission still lacks an integrated industrial policy and that Article 173 

TFEU on the coordination of EU industrial policy with the industrial policy of the EU 

Member States has still to be implemented; 

5. Calls for European industrial policy to support the growth-promoting, value-added sectors 

where Europe already leads the field or has the potential to do so, and to ensure that 

sectors such as aerospace, chemicals, the automotive industry, the agri-food industry, 

clothing and textiles and mechanical engineering remain competitive; calls on the 

European institutions, the Member States and private partners to coordinate their action to 

speed up investment in major transport, sustainable mobility, renewable energy and 

telecommunications infrastructure projects, as well as in cutting-edge, environmentally 

sound manufactured products, such as green vehicles and ships, and in technologies to 

mitigate the environmental impact of manufacturing processes, and to develop innovative 

financial instruments; stresses the importance of promoting the use of local resources with 

a view to bringing about a genuine reindustrialisation to benefit society and create jobs;  

 

6. Stresses the need for European industrial policy to be based on a common European 

strategy drawn up in coordination among Member States with a view to further integrating 

the European energy market, developing European energy infrastructure and reducing the 

cost of European energy, thereby reducing European dependency on third-country energy 

suppliers; 
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7. Stresses the importance of research and innovation as a means of ensuring the 

competitiveness of European companies in world markets; urges the European Union and 

Member States to increase the funds allocated to research and development; calls on the 

Commission to encourage the development of industrial sectors which are based on new 

technologies, generate products which have a high added value, and are sparing in their 

use of energy resources, so as to cope better with the challenges of climate change; calls 

for the development of new business lines such as renewable energy and the creative 

sectors, where Europe is technologically in the lead, also to be fostered; stresses the need 

for our companies to anticipate the needs of third-country markets more effectively and 

thereby meet global demand; 

 

8. Stresses that the availability of raw materials is of crucial importance to European 

industry’s development possibilities and warns that, without certain key raw materials, no 

future development would be possible in most strategic industries in Europe (nuclear, 

space, aeronautics, medicine, IT, new materials, military hardware, etc.); 

 

9. Calls, therefore, on the Commission to strengthen its strategy for the defence of the EU’s 

interests with regard to the security of supply of raw materials in the wider context of 

trade agreements (FTAs, EPAs, etc.); considers that this strategy should put an end to the 

restrictions imposed on exports by certain states and allow adequate provision of raw 

materials through fair-trade agreements and strategic partnerships; 

 

10. Welcomes the forthcoming introduction of the European patent, which will safeguard 

European companies’ intellectual property rights while lessening the burden of red tape 

entailed in tapping into new markets; welcomes the Commission’s announcement in 

March 2013 of the package of measures to make European SMEs more competitive 

internationally by simplifying arrangements for registering trademarks abroad;  

 

11. Calls on the European Union to introduce mobility and training policies into the European 

market, particularly in respect of languages and IT, with a view to boosting workforce 

competitiveness and skills in European industry; 

12. Stresses the importance of a clear and stable legal framework to encourage investment in 

industry; urges the Commission and the Member States to encourage the development and 

internationalisation of Europe’s SMEs, which will play a major role in tomorrow's 

industrial policy, and to improve their access to funding to enable them to invest and 

innovate; points out that public procurement plays a key role in supporting the 

development and growth of SMEs; calls for the establishment of a ‘one-stop shop’ to 

advise SMEs on issues concerning domestic and foreign markets; encourages the 

Commission to support measures to optimise the financial and technological value of 

patents; 

 

13. Regards better, less costly and faster access of SMEs to anti-dumping procedures as key to 

protecting them more effectively from unfair practices by trade partners; calls on the EU 

to take account of this point when reviewing its trade-defence instruments; 

 

14. Proposes setting up a network linking SMEs and large European companies in order to 

enable SMEs to reap the benefit of these companies’ expertise and export and innovation 
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capacities; urges the Members States and the Commission to encourage development and 

facilitate funding for the partnerships between SMEs, universities and scientists to 

develop new technologies; 

 

15. Stresses the importance of Europe’s international competitiveness for its successful re-

industrialisation; calls therefore on the Commission to take the international competitive 

situation of the sectors concerned into consideration in any future legislative proposals 

and not to hamper their competitiveness so that European industry can compete in the 

global arena; 

 

16. Calls on the Commission to place the Union’s trade and competition policy at the service 

of European industrial policy; calls on the Commission to promote greater fiscal, social 

and budgetary convergence between the Member States so as to facilitate the emergence 

of joint industrial projects; hopes that the Commission will carry out comprehensive ex-

ante and ex-post impact assessments on the effects of free trade agreements, whether 

already concluded or under negotiation, on European industrial policy, and will examine 

these agreements, all the time they are in force, for consistency with European 

industrialisation objectives: 

 

17. Takes the view that the European directive on takeover bids must be revised to give the 

EU the means to oppose projects that may prove to be detrimental to its industrial and 

business fabric; takes the view that the Union must be able to oppose takeover bids from 

firms that are not socially responsible and/or fail to comply with good-governance 

requirements, along with proposed takeover bids in sectors that the Member States deem 

to be strategic; 

18. Believes that European industrial policy should promote the creation of European 

industrial groups on a global scale in areas where European industry now leads the field 

and in areas where it will decide to invest in future; 

19. Points out that that standards and technical regulations play a crucial role in ensuring that 

the European Union leads the way in the most innovative sectors, including green 

technologies; urges the Commission, therefore, to improve cooperation with key third 

countries – including the emerging countries – with a view to establishing common 

standards, while respecting the different social preferences associated with those 

standards; 

 

20. Encourages the Commission to ensure European companies have access to international 

markets; maintains that it is essential to establish reciprocal trade relations, particularly 

with regard to access to public procurement markets, to protect the industrial property 

rights of European enterprises and to enhance the effectiveness of the EU’s Trade Defence 

Instruments and their coherence with the Union’s trade and reindustrialisation strategies; 

21. Considers it essential that the Union acquire instruments enabling it: 

- to pursue a more active anti-dumping policy and react, inter alia, to the unfair funding 

of exports practised in some third countries, 

- to conduct a genuine exchange rate policy, defending European trade interests, 
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- to uphold the concept of ‘fair trade’ which is based on mutual respect for social, 

environmental or cultural standards or respect for human rights in international trade; 

 

22. Notes the Commission’s proposal to modernise the European Union’s Trade Defence 

Instruments, which are key elements of industrial policy; hopes that this modernisation 

can improve their effectiveness; to that end, urges the Commission not to weaken those 

instruments, either de jure or de facto, but on the contrary to strengthen them to protect 

European undertakings of whatever size more effectively, and as speedily as possible, 

against illegal or unfair commercial practices; 

 

23. Recalls the need, wherever circumstances so warrant, to use Trade Defence Instruments 

against countries that do not respect the rules of international trade or the terms of free 

trade agreements contracted with the EU; 

 

24. Welcomes the proposal for a regulation seeking to exercise the Union’s rights as regards 

the implementation and enforcement of respect for the rules of international trade; 

considers that better responsiveness as regards the enforcement of our rights is likely to 

restore our credibility and rebalance our trade relations; 

 

25. Deplores the inadequate protection of intellectual property rights in the territory of some 

trading partners and regrets the lack of specific means for European enterprises, in 

particular SMEs, to fight effectively against IPR infringements; calls on the Commission 

and Member States to increase customs cooperation in the EU and with third countries in 

seizing counterfeit goods and simplifying customs procedures; calls on the Commission 

and Member States to cooperate more closely with third countries on issues of copyright 

and licensing; 

 

26. Reminds the Commission that the low level of wages and environmental protection is still 

a very important aspect of international competition and that it is urgently necessary to 

pursue an upwards alignment of these standards so that the EU can genuinely re-

industrialise; calls therefore upon the Commission to negotiate binding commitments 

regarding workers’ rights and environmental protection in FTAs with third countries; calls 

also upon the Commission to develop mandatory traceability systems for products to 

prove their compliance with international standards in matters of workers’ rights and 

environmental protection; 

 

27. Calls on the European Union to enhance its industrial production by providing consumers 

with more accurate information, by making it compulsory to mention the source of EU 

products and products imported from third countries and by enforcing respect for the 

geographical indications of European food products in third countries; 

 

28. Calls for all products imported from third countries to comply with the environmental, 

health and social standards applied by the Union and defended on the world market so as 

to preserve European industrial producers from unfair competition; 
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