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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the Committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Recognises the trade, economic and strategic importance of Thailand for the EU, and 

recalls the substantial benefits of this FTA for the EU economy as a whole; 

2. Supports regional integration amongst ASEAN countries; notes that the FTA with 

Thailand constitutes an essential pillar in that process, the ultimate objective being to 

conclude a region-to-region FTA in the future;  

3. Requests that fish products such as canned tuna imported from Thailand, which have the 

potential to disrupt the EU’s production of and market for these products, be treated as 

sensitive products; furthermore takes the view that any decision concerning the access of 

Thai canned and processed tuna should only be taken after rigorous impact assessments 

and in close collaboration with the industry, in order to analyse and evaluate the impact 

that they may have in the processing industry and marketing of seafood products in the 

EU; 

4. Demands that imports of canned tuna and other fish products from Thailand be subject as 

far as possible to the same competitive conditions as those for EU fish products; considers 

this to imply in particular that the Agreement must contain an ambitious trade and 

sustainable development chapter , whereby Thailand undertakes to respect, promote and 

implement internationally recognised labour standards, as embodied in the fundamental 

ILO conventions, including those on forced labour and the worst forms of child labour; 

further considers that respect for human rights, the protection of the environment, the fight 

against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and conformity with the EU’s sanitary 

and phytosanitary rules should be strictly ensured; takes the view, therefore, that the 

Commission should regularly report to the European Parliament on compliance by 

Thailand with the above-mentioned obligations; 

5. Calls, in the case of sensitive fish products, for full compliance with solid and coherent 

strict rules of origin to be ensured without exemption and for cumulation to be strictly 

limited in respect of products such as canned tuna, for which Thailand is mainly a 

processing country rather than a fishing country; 

6. Calls on the Commission to ensure that the IUU Regulation1 is effectively implemented 

and that the FTA negotiations result in an explicit reference to the IUU Regulation within 

the bodytext of the agreement; 

7. Stresses that the European Parliament’s decision to give its consent to the Agreement will 

take into account the overall outcome of the negotiations, including the fisheries sector. 

                                                 
1 Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 of 29 September 2008 establishing a Community system to prevent, 

deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. 
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