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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Stresses the view that free and fair trade in itself is the most useful tool in helping 
developing countries to help themselves; points out the major impact that trade and 
investment can have on the sustainable development of least advanced poor countries and 
on fighting poverty and combating human rights violations where it is tailored 
accordingly, carried out with long-term objectives, clearly targeted, framed within clear 
performance rules, and connected with counterbalancing measures for transition periods, 
for instance through specific programmes for trade preferences, trade sanctions, regulation 
of trade in certain goods which could be used for capital punishment, torture, inhuman or 
degrading treatment and punishment, and certification systems regulating trade in conflict 
minerals; calls, therefore, for the EU to develop ambitious, efficient and active trade 
policy measures for promoting the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); believes, with regard to the conclusion of the 
Doha Development Round, that the UN can use its unique position in the multilateral 
agenda to ensure that those talks are a success for developing countries; considers that, in 
this regard, the UN should work alongside the World Trade Organisation (WTO), as well 
as providing advice and guidance for developing countries, so as to promote a strategy for 
liberalising trade and investment with the EU involved as a key player;

2. Stresses the need for an ambitious sustainable development agenda on the part of the UN, 
and, in line with Article 21(2)(d) TEU, is of the opinion that the EU’s trade policy needs 
to be further coordinated and implemented in a coherent fashion in order to revitalise and 
promote the global partnership for economically, socially and environmentally sustainable 
development; calls for reinforcing international efforts aimed at implementing 
comprehensive impact assessments of the impact of world trade on quality of life and 
equal opportunities for the world’s population, as well as on the environment; calls for the 
promotion of spaces for dialogue between public and private entities, including 
enterprises, trade unions and civil society, in order to promote the exchange of good 
practices and synergies leading to sustainable development;

3. Understands that trade policy has a role to play in reducing CO2 emissions, and therefore 
urges the EU to ensure that its trade policy decisions are in line with the commitments 
made by the G7 leaders meeting in Schloss Elmau (Germany) in the first weekend of June 
2015 to ‘decarbonise the global economy in the course of this century’ and to limit global 
temperature increases to a maximum of 2°C, in line with the objectives of the upcoming 
Agreement to be finalised at the COP21 in Paris; urges the EU and its Member States to 
ratify the Doha Amendment covering the period up to 2020;

4. Urges the EU, as the world’s largest trading bloc, to play a central role in the growing 
international discussions on purely global issues, and inter alia to participate prominently 
in the 2015 UN Climate Change Conference, as well as to enhance a strong commitment 
to the issue of migrants and refugees within the framework of the UN, while also 
developing ambitious, efficient and active trade policy measures for promoting sustainable 
growth, poverty reduction and protection of the environment and of natural resources, in 
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line with the relevant UN Conventions;

5. Urges the EU and its Member States to ensure the implementation of the Right to Food, 
including in trade agreements as outlined in the UN resolution of 2011 on the right to food 
(A/66/158); acknowledges the key role played by the EU in addressing the global 
challenges of food security;

6. Continues to support the conclusions of the UNCTAD report of 2011 on foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in less developed countries (LDCs) recommending a plan of action 
calling for increased investment through careful liberalisation of infrastructure sectors, 
promotion of public-private partnerships (PPPs) with foreign investors, encouragement of 
SME lending, increased provision of sound standards of treatment and protection of 
investments, and further efforts to tackle issues of poor governance and respect for legal 
frameworks;

7. Shares the view expressed in UNCTAD’s World Investment Report 2015 that the 
regulatory policy environment for investment must be reformed and that practices of tax 
fraud, tax avoidance, and aggressive tax planning as defined by the OECD report of 2011, 
‘Corporate Loss Utilisation through Aggressive Tax Planning’, on the part of 
multinational enterprises must be ended in order to support domestic resource 
mobilisation for the SDGs, and that the full potential of investment, reduction of barriers 
to trade, and liberalisation of our economies have the potential to bring about sustainable 
economic development, especially in the least developed countries, when carried out with 
long-term objectives, in a clearly targeted way, framed in clear performance rules, and 
connected with counterbalancing measures for transition periods; considers that the 
effective implementation of a financial transaction tax (FTT) on the world stage, for 
which the EU plays a trail-blazing role, would be an additional means for many countries 
to fulfil these objectives; calls on the EU to lead the global fight against tax havens, which 
hinder the eradication of illicit trade with devastating effects on development and human 
rights; invites the EU, in this regard, to tackle tax avoidance and base erosion and profit 
shifting (BEPS) by multinational enterprises (MNEs), via adequate provisions in its trade 
agreements with third countries, in EIB rules, in the Latin America Investment Facility 
(LAIF) and other investment facilitation programmes, etc;

8. Recalls the need to combine and strengthen efforts to eradicate labour exploitation, 
particularly of women and children, to put an end to social dumping practices that 
undermine human development, and to improve working conditions across the global 
value chain by involving buyers as well as producers, as implemented recently in 
Bangladesh and Myanmar; recalls the need for the Commission to maintain the highest 
level of cooperation with the ILO, not least in the context of the September 2015 UN 
Sustainable Development Summit; calls for the EU to promote on the global stage the 
integration into trade policy of the objectives of the ILO’s Decent Work Agenda, as 
endorsed by the ILO member states in the Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair 
Globalisation, unanimously approved in 2008; also calls for the EU to make full use of the 
expertise provided by all ILO bodies, in particular the Committee of Experts and the 
Committee on Application of Standards; urges the EU to include an ambitious and 
effective sustainable development chapter in all trade policy agreements; also recalls in 
this context the vital role that trade agreements concluded by the EU as well as other 
instruments, such as the Generalised Scheme of Preferences, can play in fostering the 
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implementation of ILO standards and thus in encouraging decent working conditions 
globally;

9. Supports the goal of establishing, at multilateral level, an investment protection regime, 
with a new system whereby the jurisdiction of national courts is respected, and calls on 
the Commission to incorporate this objective into its negotiating agenda for the drafting of 
agreements on investment; is of the opinion that, should a permanent international court 
for the settlement of investment disputes be created, it could be located within the UN 
system, and should be based on the rights and obligations of those subject to the court, 
with an emphasis on the OECD principles for multinational enterprises and the UN 
principles on business and human rights; considers that the UN system provides useful 
templates for such a system, in particular for questions of financing;

10. Recalls that the Doha Mandate, approved by all participating states at the 13th session of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (XIII UNCTAD - Doha, 21 to 
26 April 2012), insists on the links between gender equality and inclusive development, 
asks UNCTAD to ‘strengthen its work on the links between gender equality, women’s 
empowerment, and trade and development’, and includes gender equality and women’s 
empowerment issues within the list of essential objectives for all countries; calls for the 
EU to intensify its own efforts and to play a leading role in integrating gender perspectives 
within trade policies; calls for the systematic integration of the findings and 
recommendations on Gender Equality and Trade Policy of UN Women that refer to the 
existence of conclusive evidence that economic development and social equality go hand 
in hand, in addition to noting the strong correlation between gender equality and 
competitiveness and GDP per capita; calls, therefore, for gender inequality to continue to 
be used as a sustainability indicator in the revision of the EU Handbook on Sustainability 
Impact Assessments;

11. Calls for the EU to foster and support the subscription of the Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) principles of the UN Global Compact; asks the EU to promote in 
UN forums the adoption of trade policies that effectively incentivise respect for those 
principles, e.g. through establishing conditions for public procurement;

12. Is aware of the need to strengthen and implement the UN Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights (UNGPs); urges the EU to contribute to a successful outcome of the 
work of the Intergovernmental Working Group on Transnational Corporations and other 
Business Enterprises with respect to Human Rights aiming to create a legally binding 
instrument for business and human rights, acknowledging the joint responsibility of 
businesses and governments in supporting these principles;

13. Calls on the EU to strengthen its role and participation in the regulatory working parties of 
the UN bodies, such as the WP.29 group operating under the auspices of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), and to encourage other UN 
member states to take similar action; stresses the need to work towards creating global 
technical standards which foster free trade and economic growth while being compatible 
with the European single market;

14. Acknowledges that trade agreements and access to health are closely related, especially in 
developing countries; notes that the World Health Organisation (WHO) is working on 
creating tools aimed at evaluating this relationship objectively; urges the EU to support 
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the WHO’s initiative and to take into account the conclusions of its work.
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