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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Economic and Monetary 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Emphasises that fair competition in the area of trade, services and investment has a 
positive impact on social and economic development for the EU and the EU’s trade 
partners; calls on the Commission and the Council to swiftly finalise their work on the 
modernisation of the trade defence instruments, which are needed to secure fair 
competition in the EU market, and takes the view that trade agreements should 
systematically address the challenge of unfair trade practices by third countries;

2. Calls on the Commission to work together with trade partners with a view to ensuring that 
their markets are more open to EU firms, particularly as regards energy, transport, 
telecommunications, public procurement and services, including services provided in the 
context of exercising regulated professions;

3. Calls on the Commission to include ambitious provisions on competition in all trade 
agreements and to carry out effective monitoring to ascertain whether those provisions are 
properly implemented by the parties with respect to all rules, including provisions on State 
aid, and with respect to all economic operators, including state-owned enterprises;

4. Emphasises that the effective implementation of EU competition policy requires 
cooperation with competition authorities in countries outside the EU, especially the 
emerging economies;

5. Emphasises the importance of supporting developing countries in their efforts to promote 
and implement competition rules in practice;

6. Welcomes the Commission’s active participation in multilateral competition organisations 
such as the International Competition Network, the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, the UN Conference for Trade and Development, and the 
World Trade Organisation; stresses that global cooperation on the enforcement of 
competition rules helps resolve inconsistencies and improve the outcomes of enforcement, 
and helps businesses to reduce their compliance costs;

7. Calls on the Commission to support efforts to set up a comprehensive, user-friendly 
database containing provisions on competition collated from free trade agreements, which 
could be run by the WTO secretariat;

8. Welcomes the progress made at the WTO Ministerial Conference in Nairobi on the export 
subsidy reduction that aims to ensure undistorted competition in the international markets 
for agricultural products; in this context, stresses the sensitivity of the agricultural sector 
and the need to take clear and effective measures, including within the framework of the 
WTO agreements, allowing European producers to remain competitive in international 
markets;
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9. Reiterates that equal access to natural resources, including energy sources, has a 
fundamental impact on fair and equal competition on the global market and calls on the 
Commission to include in trade agreements provisions that improve access to such 
resources, including provisions on anti-competitive practices of state-owned enterprises 
and on non-discrimination and transit.
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