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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committees 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that three EU Member States (Denmark, Finland and Sweden) and one Overseas 
Country and Territory (Greenland) are members of the eight-member Arctic Council, and 
seven others (France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain and the United 
Kingdom) are observers and that the EU is seeking to upgrade its status in the Arctic 
Council;

2. Takes note of the fact that the Arctic has long been an area of constructive international 
cooperation and that it should remain a low-tension area; is aware that interest in the 
Arctic is increasing because of a scarcity of resources and the changing environment;

3. Acknowledges that climate change is creating new opportunities for the economic 
development of the Arctic through the potential exploitation of energy resources such as 
oil and gas, which are still partially undiscovered and, for the creation of new shipping 
routes and the intensification of tourism activities, which would boost trade with, and 
investment in, the area over the long term; in this regard, stresses the importance of the 
EU trade policy as a tool to promote sustainable development and environmental 
objectives;

4. Calls for collaborative work to be intensified in the area of sustainability and adaptation to 
climate change in the Arctic;

5. Recommends strengthening environmental safety and sustainable economic cooperation 
among the Arctic states, regions and local communities in order to increase employment, 
prosperity and quality of life while applying the highest environmental standards;

6. Recalls that all member states of the Arctic Council identify the protection of the 
environment as their priority goal for the region; is mindful that the EU’s trade and 
economic interests should not jeopardise environmental protection measures in the region;

7. Recalls its resolution of 20 January 2011 on a sustainable EU policy for the North 
stressing the global impact of changes in the Arctic region and the important role that the 
EU and other industrial powers will have to play alongside the circumpolar nations in 
reducing pollution in the Arctic region caused by an increase in activities there; points out 
that climate changes in the Arctic will have a major impact on coastal regions globally, 
including coastal regions in the EU, and on climate-dependent sectors in Europe such as 
agriculture and fisheries, energy, reindeer herding, hunting, tourism, and transport;

8. Considers that any current or new economic activity should be carried out in a sustainable 
way in order not to undermine the Arctic’s fragile ecosystem and natural heritage in 
particular regarding dangers posed by the potential for increased exploitation of fossil 
fuels, and with full respect for the Artic Indigenous peoples and local communities;

9. Considers the EU a central strategic partner in supporting sustainable economic 
development in the Arctic; considers it essential that EU policy in the Arctic Region 
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reflects the Sustainable Development Goals, which the EU has committed to achieving by 
2030;

10. Underlines the need to involve the local Arctic communities in the development and 
implementation of the European Arctic policy, sustainable economic activities and 
decision-making processes in order to find the right balance between the preservation of 
the Arctic area and meeting economic development needs and avoiding radical changes in 
the living standards of local communities;

11. Takes note of the consultations by the Commission and the European External Action 
Service, which suggest that the European Arctic is suffering from underinvestment;

12. Welcomes the announcement of September 2016 by the Russian Government of a ten-
year moratorium on new offshore oil and gas licences for drilling on the country’s Arctic 
shelf;

13. Recalls the need for sustainable economic development, which requires investments in the 
environment and adaptation to climate change, renewable energy, transportation routes 
and relevant infrastructures, meteorological cooperation and sustainable tourism; to that 
end, calls on the Commission to explore wider international finance cooperation 
instruments and monitor the effects of new economic activities on the environment;

14. Welcomes the landmark decision of the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) 
Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) at its 70th session, held in London on 
24-28 October 2016, the environment and human health, to confirm 1 January 2020 as the 
implementation date for a significant reduction in the sulphur content of the fuel oil used 
by ships in international maritime transport to a maximum of 0.50 % m/m (mass/mass); 
calls on the governments in the Arctic region to do their utmost to ensure the 
implementation of this decision for all transport using the Arctic passages, in line with the 
clear commitment from the IMO to ensure that shipping meets its environmental 
obligations;

15. Calls on the Commission, the EU Member States and the other Arctic Council Members 
to strive for an international agreement to ban the use of the Arctic passages by ships 
powered by hazardous fuels, and to ban the use of the Arctic passages for international 
trade in hazardous goods;

16. Takes note of Canada’s commitments in the trade and environment chapter of the 
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), in particular on sustainable 
fisheries and trade in forest products; highlights the CETA chapters on international 
maritime transport services and on public procurement which will enhance the 
participation of European firms in Canada’s procurement markets, particularly on building 
icebreakers; underlines that Canada and the EU have reaffirmed their commitments to 
strengthening their cooperation in the Arctic in the XVI Canada–EU Summit Joint 
Declaration of 30 October 2016;

17. Stresses that EU fishing fleets must not threaten biodiversity in the region; welcomes the 
identification of Ecologically and Biologically Significant Areas in the Arctic region 
under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) as an important process in ensuring 
the effective conservation of Arctic biodiversity and stresses the importance of 
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implementing an Ecosystem Based Management (EBM) approach in the coastal, marine 
and terrestrial environments of the Arctic, as highlighted by the Arctic Council EBM 
expert group; call on states to meet their obligations under the CBD and the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea by creating a network of marine protected 
areas and marine reserves in the Arctic Ocean;

18. Recalls that following the WTO challenge by Canada and Norway to the EU ban on seal 
products, the measure has been strengthened to bring it into line with the WTO Appellate 
Body ruling of 2014, and that its legitimacy can no longer be called into question; 
highlights that similar trade bans are in force, in particular in the US and Russia, and that 
these measures will contribute to preserving wildlife in the Arctic as seals are integral to 
their local ecosystem;

19. Calls on the Commission to include substantive trade and environmental provisions in the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), once negotiations have resumed, 
which can contribute to preserving Alaska as well as the European Arctic’s natural 
environment, including provisions on fisheries and forestry; considers that the inclusion of 
such provisions should become an integral part of any future free trade agreement (FTA) 
that the EU concludes with non-EU Arctic partners;

20. Recalls that under the European Economic Area (EEA) Agreement, Iceland and Norway 
entered into commitments on preserving the quality of the environment and on the 
sustainable use of natural resources, in line with relevant EU legislation;

21. Stresses the rising interest of China in the Arctic region, especially in the access to 
shipping routes and its energy resources; takes note of the conclusion of a free trade 
agreement between Iceland and China, and calls on the Commission to closely monitor 
the effects it may have on the sustainable economic development not only of the Icelandic 
side of the Arctic but also on the EU’s economy and internal market;

22. Recalls that no free trade agreement has been concluded between the EU and Russia, and 
that therefore the EU has no effective bilateral instrument with which to influence trade 
and investment in the Russian Arctic; stresses, however, that also within the framework of 
the EU-Russia PCA the dialogue on the Arctic is still open in the areas of environmental 
management and scientific cooperation;

23. Reiterates the call on the Commission to establish the EU Arctic Information Centre and 
to provide it with sufficient funds, in order to ensure efficient access to Arctic information 
and knowledge; points out that this kind of EU Arctic Information Centre could be linked 
with existing Arctic centres or with other Arctic institutions with a view to lowering costs;

24. Recalls that under the 2007 EU-Greenland Fisheries Partnership Agreement the EU grants 
Greenland financial support for securing responsible fishing and the sustainable 
exploitation of fisheries resources in the Greenlandic exclusive economic zone;

25. Stresses that companies operating in the Arctic should comply with binding corporate 
social responsibility standards which could be developed in cooperation with the Arctic 
Economic Council and which should be based, among other things, on the Arctic 
Investment Protocol and the UN Global Compact;
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26. Recalls that shipping in the Arctic is subject to specific requirements established by the 
IMO, and welcomes the entry into force of the Polar Code expected on 1 January 2017.
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