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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

 

1. Recalls that 10 % of the EIB’s overall lending activity is dedicated to operations outside 

the Union, and welcomes the fact that the overall amount offered by the EIB to project 

promoters outside the EU has gone up since 2015; stresses, for this reason, the 

importance of the annual reporting by the EIB on its operations outside the Union with 

regard to compliance with the general principles guiding the external action of the 

Union, and of the EIB playing its due role in the framework of the EU’s renewed 

commitment to Policy Coherence for Development and on a basis of consistency with 

the EU’s other policies, the UN’s Agenda 2030 and the Paris Climate Agreement, 

supporting education and the creation of decent jobs, ensuring full respect for human 

rights and labour and environmental rights, and promoting gender equality; underlines 

that the EIB should properly take into consideration the EU’s trade strategy, including 

existing and future trade agreements, in supporting EU businesses abroad; 

2. Calls on the EIB to develop a methodology, in cooperation with the EEAS and the 

Commission’s DG DEVCO, for measuring the impact of its lending operations outside 

the EU on EU development cooperation overall, specifically regarding Agenda 2030 

and the impact on human rights; 

3. Notes that the EIB, through its lending instruments, can be an important lever for the 

EU’s new economic diplomacy; stresses in this respect that the EIB must take note of 

economic diplomacy considerations in its operations; 

4. Supports the stepping-up of partnerships between the EIB and the Member States’ 

development agencies, and projects carried out jointly by the EIB and other Multilateral 

Development Banks (MDBs), in particular when the purpose of those projects is to help 

meet the UN’s 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); 

5. Highlights that access to finance and internationalisation are important hurdles that 

SMEs face; underlines that SMEs represent the backbone of the European economy; 

believes that despite it having taken the right direction, more must be done by the EIB 

to ensure easier and more effective access for SMEs to funding so that they can 

integrate into global value chains; considers that the EIB must support EU enterprises 

which want to do business abroad, including via the Trade Finance Facility; 

6. Notes that in the last few years there has been a lack of foreign direct investment (FDI) 

support operations targeted on Asia; stresses that EU investors, and in particular SMEs, 

should have a greater presence on the Chinese, Indian and ASEAN markets and should 

benefit from a level playing field; calls on the EIB to provide direct financing to EU 

companies in support of outward investment, including through the external lending 

mandate (ELM); 

7. Points out that the countries of the European Neighbourhood and the ACP countries 
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should have priority access to EIB investment projects; accordingly deplores the fact 

that Africa is the area of the world which received the smallest financial package in 

2016; calls for this trend to be reversed in the coming years; 

8. Draws attention to the effectiveness of the Investment Facility launched in 2003 under 

the Cotonou Agreement, and calls for an instrument of this kind to be retained following 

the renegotiation in 2020 of the agreements binding the EU to its ACP partners; 

9. Welcomes the role of the EIB in local private sector development and its support for 

microfinance, and recognises that its activities offer new economic and trade 

opportunities; underlines the need for a proper and efficient adaptation of EIB activities 

to current international challenges; calls for an expansion of the EIB ELM, with a view 

to increasing its role in achieving sustainable development and providing a strategic 

response to address the root causes of migration, and for it to take a more active part in 

the new private sector strategy; calls on the EIB, in this regard, to step up its 

involvement in projects for the infrastructure, transport and digitalisation needed to 

promote local and regional trade routes, and to foster the internationalisation of SMEs, 

thereby actively contributing to the implementation of the WTO’s Trade Facilitation 

Agreement; reiterates that the EIB must align its activities with the UN’s SDGs;  

10. Notes that in 2016 the EIB approved new facilities for microfinance, one for the 

Caribbean, one for the Pacific and two for Africa, for a total amount of EUR 110 

million, and one for the Southern Neighbourhood for EUR 75 million; recalls that the 

EIB’s microfinance facilities and technical assistance have brought EUR 300 million to 

more than 1.5 million beneficiaries; calls on the EIB to include in its next report the 

leverage effects of these facilities together with the funds allocated through the external 

action financial instruments; 

11. Notes the fact that in 2016 half of all EIB lending operations under the ELM went to 

local financial intermediaries, with the aim of boosting microcredits; calls on the EIB to 

conduct a gender evaluation of the on-lending of financial intermediaries, given that 

microcredits are mostly directed to women entrepreneurs; 

12. Takes the view that the EIB must boost its capacity to take on and guarantee risks, in 

particular as regards projects for developing and strengthening the private sector, and 

those which are part of the Economic Resilience Initiative; 

13. Calls on the EIB to improve access to information regarding the system of contracts and 

subcontracts, and the financial data concerning projects financed by the EIB, as well as 

their compliance with the SDGs; asks the EIB specifically to supply better and more 

systematic information, notably to the European Parliament, with regard to on-lending 

by its financial intermediaries, with the aim of enhancing both the effectiveness of 

parliamentary scrutiny and transparency; stresses the importance of an inclusive 

decision-making process with the participation of relevant stakeholders and civil society 

organisations; 

14. Calls on the EIB to foster the financing of projects in alignment with its climate strategy 

and the Paris Agreement, phasing out its support for fossil fuels, in order to become a 

key instrument of the EU in the global joint effort to tackle climate change, and to 

support sustainable development and the achievement of a more competitive, secure and 
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sustainable energy system in line with the 2030 Energy Strategy; to that end, calls on 

the EIB to refrain from financing projects involving heavily polluting and outdated 

technologies, in particular when facilitating investment in the energy sector; calls on the 

EIB to increase its lending to public infrastructure projects aimed at mitigating the 

consequences of climate change (e.g. floods) and to small-scale renewable energy 

projects. 
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