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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Development, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Welcomes the progress made in FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs), 

particularly in terms of cohesion between civil society, industry and governments to reach 

common policy decisions; calls on the Commission to bring the ongoing negotiations to a 

successful outcome, to strengthen and speed up the implementation of the existing VPAs, 

to further prioritise the enforcement of national legislation and provide adequate 

assistance to support the necessary reform processes in the VPA exporting countries, and 

to address remaining challenges such as corruption, conflict timber, illegal deforestation, 

forest degradation, transparency, and the security of tenure for communities as a key 

principle of land governance; urges the Commission to encourage VPA countries to take 

into account the issues of deforestation, forest conversion and sustainable forest 

management when developing their timber legality assurance systems; adds that the 

FLEGT Action Plan should also take into consideration new geographical priority areas, 

both VPA and non-VPA;  

2. Notes that implementation of VPAs will have more chance of succeeding if it envisages 

more targeted support for vulnerable groups involved in managing timber resources 

(smallholders, micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), independent 

operators in the ‘informal’ sector); stresses the importance of ensuring that the 

certification processes respect the interests of the more vulnerable groups involved in 

forest management; 

3. Underlines the importance of combating illegal trade in tropical timber; suggests to the 

Commission that future negotiations of FLEGT export licences for verified legal timber 

products exported to the EU take into consideration the experience with the Indonesian 

system, effective since November 2016; requests that the Commission carry out an 

autonomous impact assessment of the implementation of the Indonesian timber legality 

assurance system, which should be presented within an adequate period of time; 

4. Recalls that conflict timber is already an action area in the FLEGT Action Plan but that 

insufficient work has been done to address this issue; calls on the Commission to deliver 

on its commitment to extend the due diligence obligations provided by the EU Timber 

Regulation (EUTR) so as to cover conflict timber in the framework of the upcoming 

review; 

5. Emphasises the need to further improve implementation and enforcement of the EUTR to 

best preserve sustainable trade in imported and domestically produced timber and timber 

products; 

6. Acknowledges the important work conducted under the UN Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE) and the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) with regard to 

global sustainable forest management, which plays a key role in sustainable trade of forest 

products; 

7. Calls on the EU to establish stronger cooperation and effective partnerships with major 
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timber-consuming countries and international stakeholders, such as the UN, particularly 

the FAO, the Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) and the World Bank’s 

Programme on Forests (PROFOR), for a more effective reduction in the illegal logged 

timber trade at global level and better forest governance in general; 

8. Notes that imports of timber and timber products should be more thoroughly checked at 

the EU borders, to ensure that the imported products do indeed comply with the criteria 

necessary to enter the EU; 

9. Recalls that forests are home to 300 million people and that close to 1.6 billion people rely 

on forest resources for their livelihoods, as a source of food, fuel for cooking and heating, 

medicines, shelter, clothing, employment and income; notes that forest resources also 

function as safety nets in crises or emergencies – when crops fail owing to prolonged 

drought, for example; considers that the EU should work continuously with its 

counterparts to ensure that the added value derived from forests is sustainable and in line 

with the UN Sustainable Development Goals; 

10. Notes with concern that commercial export-oriented agriculture remains a major driver of 

global deforestation, since around 75 % of all deforestation now comes from the 

conversion of natural forests for agriculture1, and that around half of all tropical 

deforestation since 2000 has been due to the illegal conversion of forests for commercial 

agriculture; notes that the EU is the largest importer of palm oil and soy exports from 

tropical forest countries and that, according to recent estimates, soy, beef, palm oil, coffee 

and cocoa have been responsible for close to 80 % of tropical deforestation worldwide, 

while the role of commercial export-oriented agriculture in driving deforestation has 

increased in the 21st century2; emphasises the need for a robust EU common agricultural 

policy, in order to reduce our dependence on imports in certain sectors; 

11. Reiterates its call on the EU to develop an action plan on deforestation and forest 

degradation which would include concrete regulatory measures to ensure that no supply 

chains and financial transactions linked to the EU result in deforestation and forest 

degradation; 

12. Notes with concern that deforestation is considered as one of the contributing factors to 

global climate change and recalls that 70 % of the world’s plants and animals live in 

forests and are losing their habitats due to deforestation; 

13. Notes that the EU has regulated the supply chains of timber, fish and conflict minerals, but 

not yet of forest-risk agricultural commodities; notes that, according to the recent 

feasibility study on options to step up EU action against deforestation, legislation 

regulating access to the EU market for forest-risk commodities would be the most 

effective demand-side measure to combat deforestation; urges the Commission to consider 

the possibility of developing an enforceable framework for due diligence obligations in 

the entire supply chain of these commodities, in such a way as to ensure legal certainty 

and based on sustainability or deforestation-free criteria, such as in relation to direct and 

indirect impacts on forests and other ecosystems, the treatment of workers and the rights 

                                                 
1 Evaluation of the EU FLEGT Action Plan (Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade) 2004-2014, April 

2016, p. 92. 
2 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/studies_EUaction_deforestation_palm_oil.htm 
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of forest communities and indigenous peoples with regard to such issues as land grabbing; 

14. Emphasises the need to expand and reinforce the arrangements for preventing, monitoring 

and verifying environmental and human rights impacts of EU bilateral and multilateral 

free trade and investment agreements (FTAs), including via verifiable indicators and 

independent community-based monitoring and reporting initiatives; 

15. Recalls that Malaysia and Indonesia are the main producers of palm oil, with an estimated 

85-90 % of global production, and that the growing demand for this commodity leads to 

deforestation, puts pressure on land use and has significant effects on local communities, 

health and climate change; stresses, in this context, that the negotiations for trade 

agreements with Indonesia and Malaysia should be used to improve the situation on the 

ground; 

16. Urges the EU to always include in its trade and sustainable development (TSD) chapters 

binding and enforceable provisions to halt illegal logging, deforestation, forest 

degradation and land grabbing, and other human rights violations which are subject to 

suitable and effective dispute settlement mechanisms, and to consider, among various 

enforcement methods, a sanctions-based mechanism and provisions to guarantee the right 

to property, prior consultation and informed consent; calls on the Commission to include 

such provisions in already concluded FTAs through the revision clause, particularly the 

commitment to effectively implement the Paris Agreement on Climate Change; stresses 

the importance of monitoring these provisions and the need to start government 

consultation procedures without delay in the event that trade partners disrespect these 

rules, and to trigger existing enforcement mechanisms such as the dispute resolution 

mechanisms established within the framework of TSD chapters; 

17. Recalls that the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights must be respected; 

supports the ongoing negotiations to create a binding UN instrument on transnational 

corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights and stresses the 

importance of the EU being actively involved in this process; 

18. Notes that the GSP Regulation still has limited scope for the protection and accountable 

management of forestry resources; calls on the Commission to ensure that forest-relevant 

conventions covered by the GSP and GSP+ schemes are properly monitored, including by 

civil society organisations, so as to guarantee the protection of forests in partner countries, 

including the possibility of setting up a complaint mechanism to ensure that interested 

parties’ complaints are duly considered; stresses that this mechanism must give special 

consideration to the rights of indigenous peoples, forest-dependent communities, and the 

rights granted under ILO Convention C169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples where 

applicable; 

19. Urges the Commission to include illegal forest practices, such as underpricing of wood in 

concessions, harvesting of protected trees by commercial corporations, smuggling of 

forest products across borders, illegal logging and processing forest raw materials without 

a licence, within the scope of enforceable anti-corruption provisions in FTAs; 

20. Stresses that corruption linked to illegal logging should be addressed in the EU trade 

policy; urges the Commission to include in its FTAs illegal logging related anti-corruption 

provisions that are enforceable and which must be effectively and fully implemented; 
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21. Recalls the importance of adequate access to justice, legal remedies and effective 

protection for whistleblowers in natural resources exporting countries in order to ensure 

the efficiency of any legislation or initiative; 

22. Calls for the EU to consider developing a transparent, functioning, effective and 

enforceable ‘social and environmental traceability’ labelling system throughout the 

production chain of timber and forest-risk agricultural commodities, in compliance with 

WTO provisions, and to promote similar action at international level; stresses that 

certification should be easily accessible for smallholders and SMEs and understandable 

for consumers, and recalls that such measures should remain practical and financially 

affordable, especially for small producers; recalls that customs controls must be 

reinforced, that the full independence and accountability of licensing authorities and 

auditors must be ensured and that legal action must be taken against any unlawful 

practices identified in the certification process; 

23. Recalls that responsible governance of tenure of land and forests is essential to ensure 

social stability, sustainable use of the environment and responsible investment for 

sustainable development; 

24. Calls for the EU to work with the private sector and promote the uptake of responsible 

business conduct guidelines on responsible agricultural supply chains, such as those of the 

OECD, as well as ambitious commitments pursuant to ILO conventions and multilateral 

environmental agreements, with suitable civil society participation and effective 

cooperation with local stakeholders, and to develop adequate provisions to enforce social 

and environmental standards for investors and to prevent investment activities which 

encourage deforestation and illegal logging, by, for instance, adding this dimension to the 

Non-Financial Reporting Directive on the occasion of the upcoming review; calls on the 

EU to work also in this direction with international partners. 
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