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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Stresses that the common commercial policy must remain a fundamental pillar of the 
Union’s external policy with direct implications on the lives of citizens, and that it must help 
the Union to adapt to its new role in a world of multiple leading players on the international 
stage; urges the Council, the Commission and the European External Action Service to 
cooperate in the following areas to that end:

a) strengthening the common commercial policy by integrating it into the wider 
policy framework; taking the lead on the world’s trade policy at multilateral and bilateral 
level; reinforcing cooperation with bilateral, strategic and regional trade partners and with 
multilateral organisations such as the UN Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), and in particular the World Trade Organisation (WTO) by playing an 
active role in its necessary reform so as to make it more effective and responsive to new 
global challenges, including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement on climate change, and to increase its legitimacy; reinforcing the Union’s 
leadership and EU trade policy in the promotion of a value-based trade policy by 
strengthening the human rights dimension of trade and the uptake of the highest European 
standards;

b) leading the defence of an open, rules-based, fair and sustainable development-
oriented global trading system so as to further the competitiveness of EU companies, by 
ensuring the effective implementation of international rules and agreements, such as 
environmental and climate change agreements, ILO conventions, anti-corruption 
provisions, and agreements on financial transparency, anti-money laundering and tax 
cooperation; ensuring that EU companies can operate globally within a framework of 
equal conditions, predictable rules, fair competition and defined obligations, which should 
include working constructively on a common Union position in the UN intergovernmental 
negotiations on liability for human rights violations and promoting corporate 
accountability and binding due diligence obligations with regard to supply and production 
chains;

c) keeping Parliament fully and immediately informed about the negotiations and the 
Council’s mandate, and throughout the implementation of international agreements, with 
the aim of ensuring that it is able to exercise its powers and prerogatives; simplifying and 
shortening the negotiation processes and reinforcing Parliament’s scrutiny throughout; 
increasing transparency towards EU citizens by publishing the negotiating directives 
(mandates) for trade agreements before the start of the negotiations, so as also to increase 
predictability and legal certainty for economic operators, enabling them to make better 
and timely use of the opportunities arising for the EU; fully respecting Treaty provisions 
and recent EU case-law that establish the common commercial policy as an exclusive 
competence of the Union;

d) adapting trade policy to the global trends of automisation, digitalisation, 
servicification, the rise of global value chains and the interconnectedness of trade in 
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goods and services by working towards the inclusion of suitable provisions to ensure 
data transfers, competitive prices for intermediary goods and liberalised trade in 
services in bilateral and multilateral trade agreements;

e) supporting small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to enable them to 
benefit fully from the common commercial policy; increasing investment in research and 
technological development and innovation, particularly with a view to the decarbonisation 
of our economy; supporting European companies with a view to leading this sector at 
global level, thereby increasing competitiveness and creating decent jobs; highlighting 
that sustainable development should not be seen as a barrier to investment; insisting on 
international cooperation and an international participation process, in particular on the 
African continent, which could promote sustainable economic cycles at regional level,
lead to the creation of new jobs and foster the development of social protection policies;

f) systematically including digital trade, SMEs, binding and enforceable trade and 
sustainable development chapters and gender-equality provisions in trade agreements and 
taking a lead on these topics in multilateral discussions; defending the data privacy of EU 
citizens to the full extent enshrined in the Union’s General Data Protection Regulation 
(Regulation (EU) 2016/679) and promoting the strengthening of EU standards on 
consumer protection, data protection and market access; seeking to build a global alliance 
and supporting Member States’ authorities in the fight against cross-border cyber-crime; 
developing an EU digital strategy that includes investment in digital infrastructure and 
digital enterprises to the benefit of society as a whole;

g) facilitating the application procedure for and access to the European Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund in order to take into account the effects of the progressive and reciprocal 
liberalisation of trade in goods and services; 

h) strengthening the coherence of the common commercial policy with the common 
foreign and security policy (CFSP), European development policy and climate policy in 
order to guarantee the values and objectives set out in Article 3(5) of the Treaty on 
European Union (TEU) and Articles 21, 207 and 208 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union (TFEU), with full adherence to the European Consensus on 
Development;

i) recognising that the extreme politicisation of EU trade agreements can inhibit 
trade;

j) stressing the strategic importance of developing a constructive neighbourhood 
policy by developing fair trade relations and economic cooperation with economies in the 
Union’s Eastern and Southern Neighbourhoods, in order to promote their economic and 
social prosperity and the creation of jobs;

k) anticipating the effects of Brexit and proposing ways to mitigate negative 
economic consequences for the Union and its citizens, including UK citizens 
currently living in the Union;

l) improving the communication strategy for the common commercial policy by 
providing more public and comprehensive analyses of the potential effects of new trade 
agreements before adopting the relevant negotiating directives (mandates); better 
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communicating the opportunities that trade offers to our citizens and companies;
strengthening transparency and deepening the dialogue with professional and social 
partners and civil society so as to ensure their adequate involvement in the monitoring and 
implementation of trade agreements, notably through the joint dialogue and domestic 
advisory groups of trade agreements and by allocating more resources to these 
mechanisms; helping the Union’s citizens and economic operators to better understand 
and adapt to the changing equilibrium in the architecture of global economic relations.
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