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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the New Industrial Strategy for Europe, especially its focus on ensuring fair 
competition and a level playing field globally and on the tools to make EU industry fit 
to address today’s and tomorrow’s challenges worldwide, in line with the European 
Green Deal; calls on the Commission to adopt a strong holistic approach in 
implementing the strategy; emphasises that social rights, digitalisation, transport, trade 
and environmental policies are interlinked within European industry;

2. Takes note that the EU has been falling behind in global competitiveness and that world 
trade is expected to fall between 13 % and 32 % and EU GDP by at least 7.5 % in 2020 
owing to the effects of COVID-19, with any estimates of expected recovery in 2021 still 
being uncertain; stresses, therefore, that with a rapidly declining global economy, a 
reindustrialisation of Europe is needed, paying particular attention to the recovery of the 
employment market; calls on the EU to gather its forces to save companies and jobs to 
that end; underlines the importance of adapting the EU industrial strategy to the new 
economic scenario after the COVID-19 outbreak, considering its adverse effects on EU 
competitiveness, in order to ensure less dependence on external supply for European 
industry; calls for strengthened measures to support the financing of SMEs, to 
encourage innovation by SMEs and to find a solution for the current disruption of their 
global value chains caused by the COVID-19 outbreak;

3. Calls for a massive and consistent EU industrial strategy, aligned with the European 
Green Deal, to transform our economies and strengthen their resilience through the 
pooling of strategic investments in order to support SMEs and improve job 
opportunities and skills; further encourages the Commission to strengthen and improve 
its initiatives to support European SMEs in overcoming barriers that prevent their 
access to international markets, through negotiating dedicated chapters in trade 
agreements and supporting the national and regional export agencies in their efforts to 
allow SMEs to take best advantage of such agreements; highlights in this sense the 
importance of effective communication and awareness-raising campaigns, through the 
effective implementation of the SME strategy; requests the Commission to reduce the 
administrative and regulatory burden in order for SMEs to fully benefit from market 
access; stresses the need to further improve the business environment in the EU by 
facilitating easier access to finance, in particular with the current disruption of global 
value chains; also stresses that legal certainty, evidence-based policy, impact 
assessments and cost efficiency must be ensured before introducing new EU rules; 
reminds the Commission of the ‘one-in-one-out’ principle; welcomes the Commission’s 
objective of launching early in 2020 a dedicated rules of origin self-assessment tool for 
SMEs on the future Access2Market platform, to help companies assess whether a 
product can benefit from preferences under a given EU trade agreement, thus 
facilitating SMEs’ utilisation of preferences under such agreements; believes that 
support is needed for those SMEs which invest in climate neutrality while keeping their 
competitiveness;
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4. Stresses the need for a strong commitment on the part of the Member States to the 
future of European industry, with the EU as a world leader in low-carbon, sustainable 
technologies while avoiding carbon leakage; asks the Commission to present a proposal 
for a carbon border adjustment mechanism, and stresses the need for it to be fully 
WTO-compatible, also taking into account the results of a proper impact assessment; 
underlines that our climate ambition must not lead to the deindustrialisation of the EU 
but to sustainable innovative solutions being made more competitive and circular 
economy opportunities increased; underlines that our industries are asked to contribute 
actively to the European Green Deal’s objectives, by investing in climate neutrality and 
complying with new standards while also being confronted with competitors from third 
countries that are less ambitious on emissions reduction; stresses that European 
companies, in particular SMEs, risk being kept at a competitive disadvantage while 
trying to remain competitive and thrive on export markets; calls on the Commission to 
support SMEs that are already focusing on green technologies and innovations in 
exporting their goods and services to third countries in order to implement green 
technologies there and create a level playing field; 

5. Calls on the Commission to focus on securing supply within Europe, by establishing 
strategic stocks and appropriate stockpiling and reducing reliance on few countries 
while focusing on smart reshoring in core industry sectors such as technology and 
telecommunications, medical products, pharmaceuticals and strategic raw materials; 
emphasises the need to support research, digitalisation and robotisation by means of 
grants in order to remain competitive on the global markets; stresses that reshoring 
production and focusing on domestic productivity as the only means to address 
shortages of strategic goods will not resolve such shortages, especially in times of crisis; 
believes that the EU should play a leading role in multilateral fora and institutions to 
ensure that supply shortages can be mitigated in the future, since they can only be 
addressed through strengthened multilateral cooperation; welcomes, in this regard, the 
creation of a strategic investment facility proposed in the recovery package, and 
believes it could be complemented by a strategic supply chain diversification fund, so as 
to reduce over-reliance on single suppliers and actively support companies in 
diversifying production in strategic sectors; considers that the EU Industrial Strategy 
could be complemented by regulations regarding other aspects of supply chains, 
including due diligence and environmental and labour law with strong social 
safeguards, in order to create a comprehensive approach;

6. Notes that the COVID-19 crisis has pointed up the need for digital solutions and trade 
and business models; underlines the importance of the ongoing plurilateral WTO 
negotiations on e-commerce, including cross-border data flows; calls for a 
comprehensive and ambitious set of rules guaranteeing European data protection 
standards; 

7. Recognises the significant potential impact of the next industrial revolution and 
automation on international trade; notes that with the anticipated optimisation of 
production the international supply chain will be restructured, which will have a 
significant impact on the labour market and, consequently, an adverse effect on future 
job creation and the market as a whole; calls on the Commission to integrate strong 
social safeguards in its policy;

8. Underlines that industry counts for 80 % of European goods exports and employs 
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around 35 million people; calls on the Commission to take into account the significant 
added value industry brings to the European employment market and to social rights, 
and its crucial role as a factor of prosperity and competitiveness;

9. Insists that the EU industrial strategy must be inclusive and transparent, encompassing 
all actors operating along the entire value chain, from the smallest start-ups to the 
largest companies, from academia to research and from service providers to suppliers, 
but also trade unions and consumer organisations;

10. Calls on the Commission to ensure a rules-based multilateral system fit for a stronger 
EU in the world, with open and fair trade consistent with global efforts to halt climate 
change and biodiversity loss while aiming at sustainable economic recovery; stresses 
that fair and free trade should be supported by a fully operational WTO; requests the 
Commission to work with the other WTO members to implement an ambitious reform, 
to continue engaging to find a long-term multilateral solution to overcome the current 
deadlock over the Appellate Body, to ensure open and fair trade with an enforceable 
dispute settlement system and a true level playing field for trading companies, and to 
fully incorporate social and environmental standards; urges the Commission to 
negotiate new rules to fight trade-distorting practices, including non-market policies and 
practices, overcapacity created by state-owned enterprises (SOEs) and industrial 
subsidies, and policies and practices related to forced technology transfer; welcomes the 
ongoing plurilateral negotiations within the WTO on key areas of trade in services and 
investment facilitation; calls for the continuation of the current zero tariff rating of 
pharmaceutical products within the WTO, and supports an expansion of the ‘zero-for-
zero’ initiative to include more products and countries;

11. Underlines its determination to establish a relationship as close as possible with the 
United Kingdom, a country that will remain a partner, ally and friend inside Europe; 
encourages the Commission to seize the momentum caused by the UK’s withdrawal to 
streamline our EU policies, cut red tape and enhance competitiveness for European 
companies and SMEs; stresses that the FTA should aim to allow the closest possible 
market access and trade facilitation in order to minimise trade disruption, underpinned 
by level playing field provisions ensuring high standards for social, labour and 
environmental protection as well as competition and State aid policies; reiterates its call 
on the Commission to achieve a new and comprehensive UK-EU strategic partnership 
agreement that goes well beyond trade, in line with the Political Declaration of October 
2019;

12. Calls on the Commission to work towards an effective and operational procurement 
regime that increases leverage to negotiate reciprocity and market opening; calls on the 
Council to resume the talks and find a swift agreement on the International Procurement 
Instrument; emphasises the need for an instrument that targets discriminatory practices 
against EU businesses in third-country procurement markets; calls for the inclusion of a 
global catalogue of essential emergency products to avoid abuses by third-country 
providers in international trade during a global catastrophe; 

13. Welcomes the review of the Union’s international trade and investment policy, and calls 
on the Commission to assess the EU trade toolbox in order to tackle global market 
distortions; calls for the reinforcement of trade defence instruments, notably safeguards, 
in order to make them more efficient and better adapted in order to defend European 
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industry and tackle market distortions effectively; calls for particular attention to be 
paid to strategic metals and the steel sector in order to guarantee effective competition; 
rejects unjustifiable protectionist measures leading to disruption of the global economy, 
as well as unjustified state aid in third countries, which has lowered production factor 
costs in ways that are not in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement or the SDGs; 

14. Calls on the Commission to urgently amend the EU Steel Safeguard, taking into account 
the current COVID-19 context, in order to defend the steel sector against persistent 
global overcapacity and unfair trading practices and guarantee effective competition;

15. Urges the Commission to ensure the effective enforcement of intellectual property 
rights while encouraging innovation, ensuring access to medicine and protecting public 
health, and to tackle the trade in counterfeit and pirated goods throughout the 
international supply chain, in cooperation with all relevant actors, as key objectives of 
the intellectual property action plan; calls on the Commission to promote and ensure the 
protection of geographical indications (GIs) at both international and bilateral level, and 
to invite the Commission to debate on GIs for non-agricultural products that could 
support innovation, sustainable production and jobs in the EU, improving the 
attractiveness and reputation of our quality products worldwide; underlines that the 
flexibilities provided for in the TRIPS agreement should be used to address potential 
supply shortages for medicines;

16. Calls on the Member States to swiftly implement all provisions of the regulation on the 
screening of foreign direct investment; highlights the importance of better coordination 
between Member State activities, with a focus on coherence, effectiveness and 
transparency; calls on the Commission to closely monitor and provide necessary 
assistance in the implementation of this regulation, in order to protect access to strategic 
industries, infrastructure, key enabling technologies or any other assets, in the interests 
of security and cybersecurity and in order to safeguard competitiveness in the single 
European market; welcomes the White Paper on levelling the playing field as regards 
foreign subsidies, and calls on the Commission to come forward with a legislative 
proposal in order to prevent hostile takeovers by third-country companies that are 
heavily subsidised by their governments and address the distortive effects caused within 
the single market; calls for the swift adoption of Regulation 654/2014 (the Enforcement 
Regulation).
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