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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that the COVID-19 pandemic has revealed in the starkest possible terms the vital 
role played by functioning global supply chains for medical products, including 
medicines, other treatments, diagnostic equipment, active pharmaceutical ingredients, 
personal protective equipment and other low technology medical supplies; emphasises 
that the implementation of an open, free, fair, transparent and enforceable rules-based 
multilateral trading system is fundamental to ensuring the global availability of medical 
products and limiting our vulnerability in future emergencies;

2. Notes with concern that the EU depends on a narrow set of countries for a large 
proportion of its imports, including low technology medical supplies, active 
pharmaceutical ingredients and chemical raw materials; stresses that this over-reliance 
poses a risk particularly during crises when limitations in production capacity, excess 
demand or protectionist measures, including restrictions on exports inside and outside 
the EU, threaten the proper functioning of global supply chains, and potentially 
undermine the availability of medicines in the EU; underlines that maintaining a stable 
and predictable trade and investment environment is a way to leverage global 
manufacturing capacity when there is a surge in the demand for medicines; calls on the 
Commission to present a long-term strategy, taking into account all factors adversely 
affecting the availability of drugs, focused on ensuring the EU’s open strategic 
autonomy and resilience in health, including through concrete measures and guidelines 
that support diversification and security of supply chains and domestic manufacturing of 
critical products, as well as the identification of new trading partners; stresses that such 
a strategy should entail the necessary legislative measures, policies and incentives to 
encourage the production of essential active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) and 
medicines in Europe to guarantee supply at all times and reduce supply dependence; 
notes that the Commission’s upcoming Pharmaceutical Strategy is a good platform for 
such an effort; 

3. Emphasises that the EU is a leading global exporter of pharmaceutical products and one 
of the world’s leading centres for research; notes that the protection and enforcement of 
well-balanced intellectual property (IP) rights in free trade agreements (FTAs) and at 
the WTO should serve the development of new medicines and treatments while helping 
maintain the EU’s global competitive advantage in innovation; stresses, however, that a 
balance must be struck between encouraging innovation and ensuring access to 
medicines and protecting public health; underlines that the flexibilities provided for in 
the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 
should be used to address potential supply shortages in exceptional circumstances; 
stresses that public health crises should constitute legitimate grounds for activating such 
flexibilities; notes that developing countries may need to rely on these flexibilities in 
order to respond appropriately to the COVID-19 crisis; acknowledges that the EU’s 
recent trade agreements include clear rules on commercial aspects of intellectual 
property rights, and generally acknowledge the issuing of compulsory licences in line 
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with the TRIPS Agreement; stresses, however, that provisions such as data exclusivity, 
enhanced patent protection, and the protection of trade secrets, could make it more 
difficult for many countries to invoke such clauses to their fullest extent; calls upon the 
Commission to provide Parliament an assessment of the role EU free trade agreements 
and TRIPS can play in this situation, including whether the Commission is considering 
guidelines in which voluntary licensing could be encouraged over immediate 
compulsory licensing; encourages all Member States to support efforts towards pooling 
patent rights for COVID 19 technologies;

4. Emphasises that a broad network of fair and well-implemented FTAs with balanced 
intellectual property and regulatory cooperation provisions together with a fully 
functioning multilateral trading system, with the World Trade Organisation and an 
operational Appellate Body at its core, constitute the best way of guaranteeing that 
multiple sources of manufacturing for essential medicines are available, and that 
regulatory standards converge globally, ensuring a strong global innovation framework 
complementing European production; emphasises the importance of having options to 
ensure the adequate availability of needed pharmaceuticals, including by readiness, if 
such need arises, to authorise the import of medicines produced abroad under 
compulsory licenses; recalls that differences in regulatory frameworks and standards for 
medicinal products can create an unnecessary obstacle to trade; emphasises the 
importance of European quality and safety standards; encourages the adoption of 
international standards, and urges the Commission to ensure that all final or 
intermediate medicinal products destined for the European market fulfil applicable 
European quality and safety standards, and are not counterfeit; notes that another way to 
ensure the EU`s strategic autonomy in health is by including the pharmaceutical 
production of certain products in the IPCEI programme (Important Projects of Common 
European Interest); 

5. Stresses the importance of the future agreement between the United Kingdom and the 
EU allowing both sides to respond to emerging health threats, while also ensuring the 
supply of medicines and medical products as effectively as possible; 

6. Strongly encourages all countries to join the WTO’s Pharmaceutical Tariff Elimination 
Agreement; urges for its scope to be extended to all pharmaceutical and medicinal 
products while respecting all countries’ policy space and ensuring their citizens’ access 
to medicines; stresses that medical products and medicines, including in their 
intermediate forms, should at all times be exempted from retaliation in trade disputes, 
and be easily accessible; urges, furthermore, the immediate, unilateral and temporary 
elimination of tariffs on medical and pharmaceutical products to facilitate imports of 
these goods; stresses that the development of medical products has to be in line with 
international human rights standards, in compliance with the Paris agreement, and that 
labour rights must comply with the ILO Core Conventions; takes note of the 
Commission’s work on due diligence legislation;

7. Urges the Commission and Member States to conduct an in-depth mapping and analysis 
of the global supply chains for medicines; demands that, if such a mapping reveals 
substantial vulnerabilities and risks of supply disruption, remedial action be taken;
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8. Underlines that a complete repatriation of all medical supply chains is neither possible 
nor desirable in a global economy, as global medical markets and global specialisation 
benefit the EU; urges the Commission and the Member States to work closely with each 
other, with the EU’s multilateral partners, in particular the WHO and the WTO, on 
establishing an international framework to enhance cooperation that can prevent the 
breakdown of supply chains and limit the use of damaging protectionist measures, such 
as import and/or export restrictions during health crises, and that strengthens the EU’s 
strategic autonomy; welcomes, in this context, the Commission’s commitment to 
ensuring that emergency measures designed to tackle COVID-19 effects are targeted, 
proportionate, transparent, temporary and consistent with WTO rules; calls on the 
Commission to explore the creation of a common European strategic reserve of 
medicines, building on the rescEU stockpile initiative, and a global catalogue of 
essential emergency healthcare products;

9. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure the swift and full 
implementation - and, if needed, revision - of the Regulation on FDI screening, in which 
health care should be included as a strategic sector;

10. Stresses the importance of ensuring universal access to vaccines and medical treatment, 
especially in emergencies and for new diseases for which no treatment exists, as in the 
case of COVID-19; urges close collaboration between the WHO and the WTO to ensure 
the supply of the vaccine once it is found; calls on the Commission, at the same time, to 
strengthen its mechanisms for the joint procurement of medicines in order to guarantee 
universal access to treatment for all citizens regardless of their place of residence.

11. Calls on the Commission to exercise global leadership to ensure that developing 
countries have guaranteed access to and supply of essential medicines, especially in 
emergencies;

12. Highlights the importance of the Commission adopting all measures necessary to 
combat speculation, fraud and price abuses in the trade in essential medical substances;
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