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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Regrets the serious impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2008 global financial crisis 
and the further disruption that European businesses will experience following the 
United Kingdom’s departure from the European Union, all of which impacts on the 
structure of global value chains, by interrupting them or even bringing them to a halt; 
calls on the Member States to properly implement the Late Payment Directive1 in 
respect of all small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), as they are among those 
worst affected by the COVID-19 crisis; calls on the Commission to properly monitor 
the implementation of the Late Payment Directive; calls for a consistent strategy for 
European SMEs, in line with the Commission’s European Green Deal, in order to 
transform our economies and strengthen their resilience through strategic investments to 
support SMEs; recalls that European SMEs need an open trade policy and requests, in 
this regard, that the Commission take steps to ensure that trade flows and sustained 
value chains, including trading routes for freight traffic across the EU, remain open and 
that long-term measures are implemented to strengthen the European industrial base in 
order to avoid disruptions to supply chains, maintain Europe’s competitiveness and 
defend sustainable European SMEs based on a framework of due diligence; welcomes 
the EU trade policy review – a key tool to overcome the challenges faced by SMEs in 
international trade; applauds the Commission for having adopted Decision (EU) 
2020/1101 of 23 July 20202 in order to extend the validity period on relief from import 
duties and VAT exemption on importation granted for goods needed to combat the 
effects of the COVID-19 outbreak in 2020, a decision that alleviates burdens for 
European SMEs; calls on the Commission to update its SME strategy for a sustainable 
and digital Europe of 10 March 2020 in order to adapt to the new circumstances;

2. Welcomes the aforementioned SME strategy and recalls that Europe’s 25 million SMEs 
are the backbone of the EU economy, as they employ around 100 million people, 
13 million of whom work in exports, account for more than half of Europe’s GDP, 
make up 99 % of the EU’s businesses and 66 % of its employment, and comprise 87 % 
of all EU exporters, although only 25 % of EU-based SMEs export at all and an even 
smaller portion export beyond the EU; recalls that the proper functioning of the internal 
market, sustainability and carbon neutrality must remain among the core objectives of 
EU programmes in order to enable SMEs to take advantage of the green transition in 
terms of competitiveness, cost reduction and job creation; highlights that due regard 
should be given to the innovation cycle and market deployment of newly available 
technologies; stresses that the prosperity of the single market depends on the ability of 
European SMEs to adapt to the transformation in IT; recognises the role of micro-
enterprises and start-ups in the deployment of new technologies; recognises the 
importance of maintaining strong, consistent and predictable legislation in general and 
on intellectual property rights in particular, while bearing in mind that just 9 % of SMEs 
in the EU actually protect their intellectual property rights; notes that only a small 

1 OJ L 48, 23.2.2011, p. 1.
2 OJ L 241, 27.7.2020, p. 36.
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percentage of firms who export goods outside the EU are SMEs and that global markets 
are an important source of potential for SMEs to boost competitiveness, economic 
growth and innovation; notes that frictionless trade and freedom of movement via the 
single market provide SMEs with the necessary scale and experience to export beyond 
the EU and access further desirable markets; recalls that the purpose of the Small 
Business Act for Europe and the think small first principle is to increase 
competitiveness and support entrepreneurship;

3. Welcomes the particular focus the SME strategy attaches to the EU’s twin transitions to 
a sustainable and digital economy and to reducing the regulatory burden for SMEs and 
improving their market access and access to financing; believes that focusing on digital 
and innovative solutions will increase Europe’s global competitiveness as a whole;

4. Reiterates its strong support for the goal expressed in the Green Deal to introduce a 
Carbon Border Adjustment (CBA) mechanism; calls on the Commission to bring 
forward this initiative as part of its Work Programme for 2021; emphasises that the 
CBA mechanism should be a cornerstone for Europe to achieve carbon neutrality by 
2050 and that, in order to actively integrate SMEs, must envisage measures specifically 
designed to cater to their needs;

5. Welcomes the Commission’s efforts to develop specific tools to facilitate SMEs’ access 
to third-country markets; calls on the Commission to fully support SMEs in overcoming 
all tariff and non-tariff barriers that prevent them from accessing third-country markets; 
recalls the importance of harmonised and simplified customs procedures to help micro-
enterprises and SMEs (MSMEs) enter export markets, as these will enhance 
productivity by accelerating innovation and facilitating spillovers of technology 
and know-how; welcomes the Commission’s commitment to ensuring legal security for 
SMEs by including SME chapters in every free trade agreement (FTA), as evidenced by 
the EU-Japan agreement and the modernised agreement with Mexico, and stresses that 
these should also be included when existing FTAs come to be revised; reminds the 
Commission that all SME chapters in trade agreements should include common 
obstacles for European MSMEs; welcomes the recent appointment of the Commission’s 
first ever Chief Trade Enforcement Officer and highlights his important role in ensuring 
that SMEs derive maximum value from EU trade agreements; calls on the Commission 
to help reduce administrative and regulatory burdens for SMEs and cut red tape in view 
of the disproportionate impact of trade and investment barriers, administrative costs and 
bureaucracy on SMEs; calls on the Commission to support SMEs which focus on green 
technologies and innovations and are already exporting goods and services to third 
countries, and thereby foster the conditions for a level playing field; calls on the 
Commission to work together with the Member States to actively inform SMEs of trade 
opportunities;

6. Calls on the Commission to be more active in its support for national and regional 
export agencies and SME business organisations at EU, national and regional levels in 
order to allow SMEs to overcome the information gap and take better advantage of 
trade agreements; opines, in this respect, that the Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor progress and provide technical assistance to 
SMEs in accessing new markets; notes that this platform could include circular 
economy proofing; recalls that the EU Delegations have a crucial role to play in 
supporting SMEs by addressing their queries and the practical difficulties they face 
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owing to the implementation of FTAs;

7. Calls on the Commission to take account of the specificities of SMEs in all areas of 
trade and investment negotiations, including those geared towards public procurement 
chapters in trade agreements, which must facilitate the participation of SMEs; welcomes 
the Commission’s announcement that it will launch a new information portal to better 
inform SMEs of trade policies and provide detailed information on customs procedures 
and the formalities for exporting to third countries; asks the Commission to reach out to 
businesses at the earliest possible stage when setting up new information portals or 
improving existing ones to ensure that SMEs are equipped with highly practical 
information; calls on the Commission to deliver on its objective of launching a self-
assessment tool for rules of origin and life cycle analysis, for which particular focus 
should be placed on risk assessment to help SMEs assess whether a product benefits 
from preferences under a given trade agreement and how they can take advantage of the 
strategic diversification of supply chains; reiterates, in this context, the importance of 
streamlined and simplified rules of origin; reiterates the importance, moreover, of clear 
rules on cross-border data flows in achieving the objectives of the EU’s digital strategy; 
highlights the significance of the ongoing multilateral WTO negotiations on e-
commerce; calls for a comprehensive and ambitious set of rules to facilitate the free 
flow of data across borders while guaranteeing EU data protection standards, and to 
address digital trade barriers including data localisation requirements and ensure that 
businesses, especially SMEs, can compete globally on a level playing field; reiterates 
that SMEs will play a pivotal role in scaling up data-driven technologies and businesses; 
underlines the need to promote interoperability and access to data worldwide in order to 
optimise various processes in international trade; calls on the Commission to facilitate 
SMEs’ access to public tenders and to factor its public procurement policy into the 
goals outlined in the Green Deal, such as advancing a circular economy and increasing 
the resilience of supply chains for public goods;

8. Recalls that access to financing is essential for SMEs in view of the fact that it is harder 
to accessing finance in some Member States than others; calls on the Commission to 
address this financial access gap and ensure that SMEs compete on a level playing field; 
asks the European Investment Bank to pay particular attention to SMEs when defining 
its policies; draws particular attention to SMEs, which need funding, technical 
assistance and a less onerous regulatory burden to comply with the Green Deal and 
digitalisation objectives in order to remain competitive; draws attention to the need to 
make progress on the investment facilitation agreement and e-Commerce Directive3 and 
to continue work on a multilateral services agreement; stresses that digitalisation offers 
a number of benefits to SMEs, such as providing new opportunities to offer digital 
services or products and greater market access, while underlining the fact that SMEs 
still need support to access funding, information, skills and technology; notes that the 
Commission needs to remove barriers to green growth and eco-innovation for SMEs to 
ensure that the Green Deal is an economic opportunity; calls for efforts to facilitate, as 
far as possible, SMEs’ access to finance, including easy access to research and 
development funding and the provision of enhanced technical support, with a view to 
accelerating and taking advantage of the green and digital transformation; 

3 OJ L 178, 17.7.2000, p. 1.
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9. Calls on the Commission to implement the EU’s safeguard and trade defence 
instruments effectively in order to better protect European industry, in particular when it 
affects sectors with a majority of SMEs; recognises that the world is facing 
unprecedented and unforeseeable challenges, which necessitates an EU-wide plan for 
smart reshoring and certain strategic sectors, the diversification of supply lines and open 
strategic autonomy as part of the strategy for European SMEs; stresses the need for 
strong social safeguards and social inclusion in the SME strategy in the context of trade; 
underlines the need to focus on the implementation and enforcement of the EU’s trade 
agreements in order to guard against breaches of both market access and trade and 
sustainable development commitments and thus address market distortions effectively 
and ensure that SMEs are not put at a competitive disadvantage; urges the Commission, 
in this regard, to enhance the role of the SME Trade Defence Helpdesk to further 
increase support for SMEs in accessing trade defence instruments and enhance 
communication on the tools available for addressing unfairly traded imports; highlights 
the European Court of Auditors Special Report of July 20204, which pointed out that 
although trade defence investigations involve a substantial administrative burden for the 
parties concerned, they are a legal necessity; warns, however, that support for SMEs to 
access trade defence procedures has not been sufficient and that trade defence 
instruments are not promoted enough across all sectors of European industry; urges the 
Commission, in this context, to increase assistance and outreach for SMEs in particular; 
calls for the EU to take due heed of the interests of security and public order regarding 
incoming foreign direct investment and acquisitions and to combine these with a pan-
EU screening coordination mechanism, especially for strategic sectors; urges the 
Commission to raise greater awareness among stakeholders about trade defence 
instruments and to increase its support for SMEs in facilitating their access thereto; 
asks, in this regard, that the Commission provide for a more accessible mechanism for 
SMEs to lodge their complaints in cases of unfair trade practices; calls for the 
Commission to impose measures as quickly as possible in investigations where SMEs 
are prominent;

10. Calls on the Commission to continue its efforts to support MSMEs, attaching specific 
focus to and introducing measures for those led by women; calls for the EU and its 
Member States to pay particular attention to the special circumstances of women-led 
MSMEs when establishing export helpdesks, to take advantage of the possibilities 
heralded by FTAs and to strengthen services, technologies and infrastructures (such as 
internet access), which are of particular importance to the economic empowerment of 
women and women-led MSMEs; calls on the Commission to help set up partnerships 
between female entrepreneurs in the EU and their counterparts in developing countries;

11. Welcomes the Commission’s commitment to introducing a one in, one out principle 
when creating new laws, which would be a first step to stem the tide of new regulation 
and cut red tape, but recalls that it merely maintains the status quo – an insufficient 
ambition; calls for greater clarity on how the Commission intends to integrate this 
principle in terms of trade policy;

12. Calls on the Commission to present a roadmap towards cutting at least 30 % of outdated 

4 Special Report No 17/2020 entitled ‘Trade defence instruments: system for protecting EU businesses from 
dumped and subsidised imports functions well’.
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rules and regulations that affect SMEs, in order to alleviate administrative burdens and 
cost pressure, promote competitiveness and make a genuine impact to enable SMEs to 
grow and prosper in the EU.
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