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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that a strategic trade policy is an essential tool for advancing the transition to 
the circular economy and the EU’s and UN’s Sustainable Development Agenda globally 
by 2030, and underlines therefore the importance of ensuring that trade and investment 
agreements are aligned with circular economy policies; considers that legally sound 
provisions are needed in trade agreements in order to safeguard relevant EU legislation 
on the circular economy from the notion of a trade barrier; underlines that increased re-
use, repair, remanufacturing and recycling can reduce the EU’s reliance on imports of 
raw materials; points to the need to decouple economic growth from resource use in 
order to ensure the long-term sustainability and resilience of global value chains while 
maintaining fair competition, and recalls the need for waste reduction; calls on the 
Commission to adapt the EU’s Raw Materials Strategy accordingly; underlines that the 
transition from a linear to a circular economy needs to be inclusive and collaborative in 
all its aspects;

2. Acknowledges the need for a comprehensive legal framework on the circular economy 
which will give the EU an advantage in developing relevant standards, including at the 
international level; calls on the Commission to strengthen the control of transboundary 
movements of hazardous wastes and their disposal according to the Basel Convention, 
including its 2019 amendments with regard to transboundary movements of plastic 
waste; regrets the lack of international and European standards on waste quality, 
secondary raw materials, and on recycled, remanufactured and repaired goods, as well 
as the lack of end-of-waste criteria, as this hinders a viable trade policy that is 
conducive to the circular economy; believes that the harmonisation and standardisation 
of international and European norms on these would greatly contribute to integrating 
circular economy objectives into trade policy; calls on the Commission, therefore, to 
present harmonised standards on waste quality, recycled materials, recyclability, 
reparability, end-of-waste criteria, and standards on recyclable waste, to include these in 
future FTAs, and introduce them on an international level along with new initiatives on 
proper infrastructures that ensure high quality separate collection; recalls the 
Commission’s commitment within the EU Green Deal for the EU to stop exporting its 
waste outside the EU; believes therefore that a revision of the Waste Shipment 
Regulation would provide an opportunity to put an end to the export of the EU’s waste 
problems, and therefore welcomes the Commission’s announced revision of this 
Regulation;

3. Notes that in the transition to a circular economy particular attention must be given to 
key supply chains where the EU’s dependence on uncertain sources of raw materials is 
particularly high, and value chains where the EU’s environmental footprint is 
significant and should be reduced; believes that the circular economy could be a tool to 
maximise EU competitiveness; recalls that undue regulatory burdens should be avoided, 
and that the level playing field should be guaranteed for EU companies; stresses that 
improving Europe’s recycling rates for metals and minerals required in green and digital 
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technologies could help Europe to improve its resilience in line with the drive for 
strategic open autonomy;

4. Underlines the need for transparency and increased traceability in these key supply 
chains, and calls on the Commission to tackle in particular the efficient use of resources 
and sustainable production and consumption patterns in the garment sector under its 
future ‘EU Strategy for Textiles’;

5. Stresses in this regard the need to integrate the aspect of resilience into the Circular 
Economy Action Plan, and to address increasing resilience in production chains with 
our trading partners, as well as a resilient labour market, and ways to increase resilience 
in our environment; calls for an approach to public procurement in our trade policy 
which provides for preference for durable, repairable and recycled or recyclable 
materials in public tenders, and that accommodates decentralisation strategies because 
of their contribution to resilience;

6. Welcomes the planned ‘Circular Electronics Initiative’, and underlines the need to in 
this context define how e-waste can be exported for re-use and recycling; deplores the 
fact that electronic waste from the European Union is often sorted in developing 
countries where health and safety standards are not always respected; stresses that the 
European circular economy should better contribute to improving working conditions in 
other parts of the world; recalls that if there is uncertainty as to whether exported waste 
is recycled in third countries respecting high social, health and environmental standards, 
improving waste recycling within EU borders should be prioritised;

7. Recalls that in addition to adopting measures to reach the EU objective of climate 
neutrality by 2050, it is necessary to address the carbon footprint in the EU’s demand 
for imported products; calls on the Commission to identify and abolish barriers to green 
growth, eco-innovation and those that prevent or restrict market access for circular 
products and services from outside the EU; calls on the Commission to investigate the 
possibilities and benefits of reducing tariffs and non-tariff barriers on certain products 
and services in order to encourage the development of the circular economy, including 
in the context of the ongoing review of the EU Generalised Scheme of Preferences 
(GSP); encourages the Commission, in this regard, to add the circular economy 
dimension to the scope of the negotiations on the Environmental Goods Agreement, 
which should be stepped up; calls on the Commission to take into account the special 
needs of the EU’s small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), to assist SMEs in 
integrating the circular economy in their business model, including through incentives, 
and to support them in the implementation of business strategies to export circular 
products, in particular through the launch of a risk assessment tool for rules of origin, as 
currently being considered by the Commission; calls on the Commission to lead the way 
in the WTO to address products based on their carbon content as a way to level the 
regulatory playing field;

8. Welcomes the inclusion of various aspects of the circular economy in existing trade 
agreements through sustainable development chapters, as well as the inclusion of an 
explicit mention of the circular economy in future agreements currently under 
negotiation; urges the Commission to ensure that all available trade instruments, 
including FTAs, reflect the objectives of the circular economy by including robust, 
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binding and enforceable sustainable development chapters - keeping in mind impact 
assessment mechanisms on sustainability being compatible with WTO standards - and 
competitive business models that encourage trade in recycled rather than in primary 
materials; calls on the Commission to evaluate how to balance enhancing trade in 
recycled goods with upholding high quality standards and consumer protection; 
suggests that the circular economy should be addressed in a cross-cutting manner in all 
relevant FTA chapters; underlines the need for the effective enforcement of trade 
agreements as a priority task for the Chief Trade Enforcement Officer; calls on the 
Commission to engage in a dialogue with our partners in current FTAs on whether these 
agreements support the transition to a circular economy; stresses the opportunity to use 
the cooperative mechanisms of trade and sustainable development (TSD) chapters to 
work together with third countries on promoting the circular economy; calls on the 
Commission to make progress at the WTO on the recognition of processes and 
production methods (PPMs) as an element to distinguish between products, with a 
special focus on circular production methods;

9. Encourages the Commission to engage in open and transparent dialogues and 
cooperation with the EU’s trading partners to further support the objectives of the 
circular economy; calls on the Commission and Member States to further deploy efforts 
in international fora (UNCTAD, WTO, G20, G7) to pursue the EU’s agenda on the 
circular economy and ensure a global level playing field with international partners 
through the possibility of exploring the concept of digital passports to foster the 
availability of data related to product’s content and carbon footprint and recyclability, to 
enable better circularity, promote extended producer responsibility (EPR), as well as 
sustainable consumer choices; suggests also in this regard that the Commission engages 
with the relevant multilateral organisations to reach agreement on an international label 
that is easy to understand for consumers, and indicates whether a product can be 
recycled; stresses, furthermore, that particular attention must be given to how less 
developed partner countries participate in and can benefit from the circular economy; 
calls for an assessment of the impact of increased intra-EU recycling rates on countries 
heavily reliant on waste imports; calls on the Commission to integrate the circular 
economy principles in its strategy ‘Towards a comprehensive Strategy with Africa’ in 
particular; calls on the Commission to use Aid for Trade and GSP+ to help developing 
countries adopt circular economy practices, including product standards;

10. Highlights that when waste streams are exported from the EU in a socially just, clean 
and manageable way, opportunities can be created for third countries, and economic 
efficiency gains can arise when manufacturing hubs are in close proximity to recycling 
plants, leading to recycling ‘champions’ with first rate quality sorting and processing 
infrastructure, boosting global recycling volumes and quality;

11. Emphasises the risk of environmental dumping when secondary raw materials or 
second-hand goods are traded because environmental standards in Europe are higher 
than in a third country, which would undermine global climate and environmental 
actions and hinder sustainable transition in third countries;

12. Stresses the importance of promoting and facilitating the consumption of agricultural 
products and foodstuffs from local farms.
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