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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Acknowledges that Asia is home to the world’s largest populations and fastest-growing 
economies; believes that trade policy should be instrumental in achieving the objectives 
of the EU-Asia Connectivity Strategy and that the EU should prioritise increasing 
efficient and sustainable connectivity between the EU and Asia, with an open, fair, 
rules-based multilateral trading system that ensures a level playing field, sustainable 
development, multilateralism, transparency, international standards and reciprocity, 
which would play a key role in global stability, regional prosperity and mutual 
economic sustainable growth; considers, moreover, that beneficial integration is an 
important factor in the recovery from the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic;

2. Regrets the fact that several countries in Asia still apply unjustified protectionist 
economic policies in certain sectors, creating an unfair playing field for European 
businesses; stresses that the Connectivity Strategy should go hand in hand with efforts 
to increase access to respective markets, including public procurement, and promote an 
open and transparent investment environment, unlocking opportunities and contributing 
to global competitiveness; notes that allowing free trade flows strengthens economic 
resilience and the availability of products through the diversification of supply chains, 
as well as strengthening regional integration; stresses the need to enhance cooperation 
on due diligence, intellectual property provisions and geographical indications (GIs); 
recalls that the EU and Asia are important partners on sustainable development, notably 
on the delivery of the UN 2030 Agenda, and that the promotion of efficient and 
sustainable connectivity is an essential element, together with trade, of a broader 
strategic partnership with Asian partners; notes that European and Asian countries 
should continue to pursue multilateral efforts and region-to-region dialogue where 
possible in order to foster sustainable and rules-based economic networks in Eurasia; is 
of the view that the Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS) 
should employ a more strategic approach to the Generalised Scheme of Preferences 
(GSP), including by stepping up action at the highest political level to strengthen its 
effectiveness vis-à-vis standards on human rights, international labour the environment 
and good governance;

3. Believes that under the Commission’s strategy of open strategic autonomy, supply chain 
resilience will be bolstered through a trusted network of actors who can be reliable 
partners to develop common risk coordination mechanisms, methods and standards for 
assessment, share information and expectations, and engage in active dialogue with 
governments, firms and investors; is of the opinion that efficient and sustainable 
connections and networks between Europe and Asia through priority transport corridors, 
including air, sea and land transport, and a high-capacity network of digital, energy and 
people-to-people tools, as well as more efficient and reliable customs procedures that 
build on digitalisation and administrative simplification, will increase trade flows and 
data transfers between the EU and Asia in a sustainable manner; considers that 
provisions on e-commerce and digital trade in trade agreements should serve the 
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objectives of the digital pillar of the Connectivity Strategy; notes, with regard to data 
flows, that the EU side has already tabled proposals in negotiations with Indonesia, 
Australia, New Zealand and Chile, which should also be building blocks for other 
plurilateral or multilateral initiatives in line with data protection and the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR); notes that the adequacy decision on Japan sets an 
example for furthering digital integration; acknowledges the existence of an investment 
gap in connectivity and recognises the need to mobilise and strengthen cooperation with 
private investors, national and international institutions, and multilateral development 
banks and other stakeholders, including with a view to identifying concrete flagship 
initiatives; stresses that facilitating trade between the EU and Asian partners through 
improved connectivity should also serve to strengthen customs performance and 
management, notably in enforcing intellectual property rights (IPR) as a tool to fight 
fraud and prevent counterfeit goods from entering the single market;

4. Is willing to consider, in some specific cases where EU principles are not compromised, 
cooperation with China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in order to build connectivity 
across economic corridors, including engaging with China to ensure the BRI meets 
international standards; emphasises that it is vital to secure fair competition on third 
markets by upholding multilateral economic governance practices; is of the view that 
the Commission should further analyse the potential synergies with China and Japan in 
connecting their efforts with the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) corridor 
studies to prevent possible bottlenecks and transport constraints; underlines the 
importance of the EU’s strategic relationship with China and calls on the Member States 
and EU institutions to address China with one voice and employ a coordinated 
approach; reiterates its call on China to move forward with an ambitious reform of the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), including comprehensive rules on industrial 
subsidies, and recognises the concerns over market-distorting practices by Chinese 
state-owned enterprises, forced technology transfers and data localisation, 
overcapacities and related dumped exports, and other unfair trading practices; believes 
that extending the level playing field to third markets is of paramount importance for 
the long-term opportunities of European businesses;

5. Recalls the potential of new Arctic shipping routes for reducing the time and distance 
between Europe and Asia by up to 40 % and creating new trading hubs, which could 
have a significant impact on trade flows; underlines that through a comprehensive 
Arctic Strategy, the EU must actively engage in the Arctic region while promoting 
sustainable development and environmental objectives, ensuring that new routes are in 
line with international rules and norms so as to prevent any additional pressure on the 
Arctic ecosystem;

6. Underlines the importance of the existing network of bilateral, regional and multilateral 
trade agreements and the bilateral cooperation between the EU and Asian partners, with 
successful examples of strategic partnerships in Japan, South Korea, Vietnam and 
Singapore; recognises that as the ASEAN region is the EU’s third largest trading partner 
outside Europe after the US and China, there will be significant benefits for EU 
exporters in ensuring better market access and enhancing cooperation through 
comprehensive partnerships agreements; welcomes the new GI Agreement and the 
possibility of developing stronger cooperation with China, such as through the 
Comprehensive Agreement on Investments; calls on the Commission to start its scoping 
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exercise and impact assessments and open negotiations for a Bilateral Investment 
Agreement (BIA) with Taiwan; takes note of the decision to suspend the Everything But 
Arms (EBA) scheme with Cambodia and underlines its concern over the human rights 
situation in the country; calls on the Commission to come up with a clear strategy in this 
regard and urges Cambodia to engage with the Commission and address key areas of 
concern, with the aim of reinstating the country on the scheme;

7. Regrets the fact that the EU’s Connecting Europe and Asia Strategy has not attracted 
the same attention as the BRI in Central Asia in terms of connectivity in the region; 
supports the Commission’s efforts to dismantle trade barriers, which are underpinned by 
the pursuit of sustainable, rules-based connectivity and include tackling non-physical 
and regulatory barriers to movement as well as infrastructure; recognises that countries 
in Central Asia have benefited significantly from greater integration in the global 
economy over the past two decades; opines that the EU should play a much bigger role 
and become one of the key players in the region, using trade and investment as a driver 
of growth and contributing to shared prosperity; expresses concern that projects funded 
by China in Central Asia lack transparency as far as their bidding processes are 
concerned and are in the vast majority of cases completed by Chinese companies that 
are significantly less open to local or international companies; calls on China to increase 
reciprocity, in particular in the infrastructure sector, and to improve transparency, 
prioritise high labour and environmental standards and ensure debt sustainability;

8. Calls on the Commission to ensure that trade agreements are implemented properly and 
to make existing agreements more ambitious by strengthening provisions on 
standardisation with transparent regulatory cooperation and by promoting sustainable 
EU norms and international environmental, sustainability and social standards in light 
of the review of the Commission’s 15-point action plan1 and discussions in the Council 
on trade and sustainable development (TSD); calls on the Commission to implement 
trade defence instruments in full to ensure that European businesses are not subjected to 
unfair trading practices, to tackle distortions in prices and costs that are not a result of 
free market forces, and to implement TSD chapters effectively in line with the Paris 
Agreement, the UN Sustainable Development Goals and ILO Conventions with a view 
to developing the Connectivity Strategy and pursuing sustainable integration.

1 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/february/tradoc_156618.pdf

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/february/tradoc_156618.pdf
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